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www.thorndon.school.nz                                                                                                               2 September 2010  
office@thorndon.school.nz                                                                                      principal@thorndon.school.nz   
 

‘Ability is what you're capable of doing. Motivation determines what you do. Attitude determines how well 
you do it.’    Lou Holtz 

 

Action List 

    
Have you paid your school fees?  Have you returned your digital classroom survey?  
    
  Have you bought your Quiz Night tickets yet?   

 

Dear Parents  
 
Kia ora.   Well Spring has sprung and as I type the sun is shining in through the window.  I think this 
week we can take a moment out to celebrate the accomplishments of our students.  Over the last 
fortnight several long building activities have culminated in success.  Our junior chess team has qualified 
to represent Wellington at Nationals, our representatives at the Wellington Science Fair won three 
awards, our Young Designers qualified for the national finals in the Visual Arts Topic, our Year 5/6 
netball team (playing in the Year 6 division) won their grade and brought home a cup and our 
representatives at the Central Zone Speech Competition took two second places and a first place in their 
respective divisions.  Sitting behind these big successes are the successes of all those students who 
participated in chess, Science Fair, design, speeches, rugby and a range of other activities.  For instance 
we celebrate the success of the student who completed a speech in front of an audience for the first time 
despite being petrified.  We are holding a special Arts assembly today to share the achievements of our 
Wearable Art creators, our Piggity-Wiggity performers, our Young Designers and our school band. 
 
After the commitment and perseverance we get to celebrate the success, which is really just an indicator 
of the progress that has been made.  Our chess players don’t win all their tournaments.  (We get our 
juniors to play against Intermediate schools.)  Not everyone gets to give their speech at the Central 
Zones.  Sometimes we get thumped by other schools in sports events.  Sometimes we enjoy success. 
 
There has been a lot of research done on student learning and motivation.  If we praise kids only when 
they ‘win’/succeed, this can lead to anxiety as there are often factors outside their control that may affect 
the outcome.  If we praise kids for commitment or effort, we are setting them up with the tools to 
succeed.  Students can only change what is within their control.  They can’t change their innate ability, 
but they can change their effort.  If they learn to attribute their successes and failures to ability they are 
likely to feel helpless when they do poorly.  If they learn to attribute their success or failure to 
commitment and effort, they are likely to believe they can do better. 
 
But for now let us soak up the sun and bask in our successes before we move on to our next round of 
challenges. 
 
Alistair du Chatenier 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Page 1 
 



 

THORNDON SCHOOL NEWSLETTER  
 

Term 3 Calendar 
 

Sep 8 Inter Zone Swimming 
Sep 9 Winter Sports Festival Year 5-6 
Sep 13 3 Way Conferences begin 
Sep 16  Winter Sports Festival Year 7-8 
Sep 17 Thorndon School Quiz Night 
Sep 21  Science Roadshow Years 5-8 
Sep 21 BoT Meeting 
Sep 22 Jump Rope for Heart 
Sep 24 Term Ends 
   

Thorndon Holiday Programme 
 
Jessie Gregory is running a holiday programme 
these holidays for the week of 27 September to 1 
October.  The programme will run from 8am till 
6pm. She is only able to accommodate 20 children 
per day.  The activities planned encompass a 
Gardening Day, a Science Day, Mini Olympics, 
and a Cooking Day.  A full description and 
enrolment form can be picked up from the office. 

Lost 
 
William Atkins-Bevan has lost a black/grey 
backpack from the Hall on Tuesday afternoon.  It 
may have been taken by mistake.  Inside there is a 
lunch box and a toy tiger.  If you find it could you 
please return it to the school office. 

Speeches 
 
Last night I attended the Central Zone Speech 
Competition at Sacred Heart School.  The 
competition was divided into categories for Year 5, 
6, 7 and 8 students.  The standard of speeches 
across the board was very impressive.  Thorndon 
was very ably represented by Tabitha Dombroski, 
Maddy McVie, Connall Deacon and Olive Brown.  
 
Maddy McVie came in 2nd place in her division with 
a speech on ‘Becoming a Vegetarian’.  Connall 
Deacon came in 2nd place in his division with his 
speech on ‘School Zoning’.  Olive Brown came 1st  
in her division with her speech on ‘Going to School 
Where Your Mother is a Teacher’. Tabitha 
Dombroski also represented us very ably with her 
speech, ‘Ban Celebrity Gossip’. 
  

Young Designers Report 
 
This year was the first time I had done Young 
Designers.  My partner, Gillean, and I chose to 
design a ‘Kiwi Bach’.  It was also the first time 
either of us had designed something.  So it was a 
big learning experience.  We had to figure out how 
to do 3D drawing and it was just a really different 
way of thinking.  It was rather stressful at times but 
an amazing experience.  I hope I can do it in the 
future. 
 
By Georgina Lomax-Sawyers 
 

 
 
 

Smiggles 
 
The next generation of contentious collectables after pokemon cards seems to have arrived at school in 
the innocuous form of stationery.  Some children’s tote trays are bulging with these rather expensive 
stationery items.  Where one rubber would suffice some children have 20 of these very desirable objects 
tucked away in their tote trays.  Many children will have the same item.  This leads to confusion over who 
owns what.  This can become a distraction to learning and a cause for argument.  
  
We can’t really be prejudice against one brand of stationery, but it would be great if we could confine 
smiggles to a reasonable quantity.  Further, it would help if these items were named.  I am not really 
prepared to spend a lot of time on disputes over stationery.  The same applies to other toys and 
valuables.  Children bring these things to school at their own risk.  While it is understandable that 
children want to share the prized possessions, very often this ends in tears.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Page 2 
 



 
THORNDON SCHOOL NEWSLETTER  

 
Three Way Conferences   
 
I am leaving this section in again this week as a prompt, but with one alteration.  Last week I forgot to mention 
that the New Entrants (Beth Huntington’s class) are not part of this round of reporting as they are part of a 
different reporting schedule.  Three Way Conferences are coming.  They are scheduled for the second to last 
week of this term, 13-16 September.  During this round of Three Way Conferences we will be reviewing the 
goals set at the beginning of last term and setting new goals for the remainder of the year.  While information 
from the recent reports will play its part in setting these goals, National Standards will not be the focus for 
these conferences.  Because of the extensive reporting schedule this year, we will not be pursuing parents 
who do not feel the need for another meeting at this time.  This is your call. 
To make your booking go to: http://www.schoolinterviews.co.nz/book. The parent log in is GKB7F. 
 
Final Netball Sports Report 
 
The results are in!  Prize giving has finished!  Wanna know the scores?  Want us to tell you?  Want us to 
tell you who won anything?  And what they won?  Well, do you?  Well, this is your lucky day because we 
WILL tell you! 
 
Thorndon White of course isn’t competitive, they have been doing friendlies against others in their age 
group.  But, the last game of theirs was…. 3/2.   Even if they win only by one point!  3/2 to Thorndon 
White!  I’m sure all of Thorndon School thinks they have improved HEAPS since the start of the year!    
We think that’s amazing!  We hope you come back again next year because you will hopefully go to 
Thorndon Black. 
 
Thorndon Blue, drawing 14/14!!!  That is a pretty high score!  The team they were playing must have 
been REALLY good if they TIED with Thorndon Blue, because Thorndon Blue is AWESOME!!!!!  They 
didn’t get into the prize giving, but keep in mind they were against harder people for they are a higher 
team age group! 
 
Thorndon Red is a competitive team.  Their last game was fast and exciting, winning with a score of 
19/10!  Isn’t that an awesome score!  Now, Thorndon Red came in 2nd place at prize giving and that is 
VERY good!  Congratulations guys!  We hope you play next year! 
 
Thorndon Black?  Are you wondering why we have left this team until last?  No?  Yes?  Well if so it is 
because Thorndon Black did VERY well!  They were against Harakeke, and won with the score of: 8/5!  
That means that they came 1st in their ENTIRE grade!!!!  They left happily with goody bags with hair ties, 
lollies, fair-trade chocolate, hair clips, and nail clippers (since their nails tend to be quite long).  They also 
left with mini trophies to take home and keep!  There is also a bigger one in the office which they will 
return next netball season!  So… GO LOOK IN THE OFFICE!!!! (on the cabinets or IN the cabinets!!!)  
Congratulations!!! 
 
Good job to all the netball teams, you have improved A LOT!!!  Hoping to see you at netball next year… 
as well as many more newcomers!  
 
By:  Brianna Anglesey and Alana Brown  
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Quiz Night 
 
The challenge is out.  Don’t let the teachers capture the Quiz Night crown by default.  I hear that they are 
planning to call on heavy duty reinforcements in the person of international traveller at large and expert 
on Greek wines, Bill Sutton.  You may not be able to match him on wine knowledge, but you will have 
your ‘thing’.  Please don’t wait until the last minute only to find all the tickets have sold. 
 
Tickets are available today at the school office.  The Quiz is on Friday, 17 September 2010 at 7.00 pm in 
our school hall.  Admission will be $15.00 per individual ticket, and we will offer a concession rate of 
$75.00 for a table of six.  For this you get to be quizzed, a cash bar, raffles, spot prizes, and lots of 
socialising in good company.  You can get to know some more about your school community.  You also 
get to support your school financially.  
 
Please come and enjoy the evening.  See if you can gather together five friends and make your own 
team of six.  If not, you can come as an individual or a small party and we will incorporate you into a 
team.  This event is open to all comers, so you are welcome to bring friends, neighbours or workmates 
who don’t have children at the school. 
 
Science Fair 
 
Last term Sue Holman started working with a group of 
volunteers on developing some Science Fair 
concepts. The group was comprised of students from 
Years 5 -8. Only the Year 7 & 8 students were eligible 
to enter the NIWA Regional Science Fair.  The best 
two Year 7/8 projects were selected and entered into 
the regional competition.  Both of these entries were 
very successful.  
 
Daniel Davis’s project, How Wet is my Firewood, was 
highly commended and won the Peter Jennings 
Memorial Prize in Biology.  (The late Mr Jennings was 
a science teacher and President of the Wellington 
Science Teachers' Association.)  The prize is donated 
by Capital City Science Educators.  It also won a 
Victoria University of Wellington Faculty of Education 
prize for students who best demonstrate the use of 
scientific thinking in the formulation and investigation 
of their question. 
 
Rhiannon Domke’s project ‘Thermo Insulation - Which 
Material Is Best?’ won the NumberWorks'nWords 
Tuition prize for the exhibit showing the best use of 
mathematics in their project. 
 
The Year 5 & 6 projects will be evaluated by a guest 
judge later this term. 
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Students in Room 1 have been working on some bio poems which tell us about the life and likes of one 
of their classmates. 

 
Scarlett 

Funny, silly, active and fast 

Daughter of Kate and Bruce, sister of Eddie 

Lover of dogs, cats and dinosaurs 

Who feels sad when my rat died and happy when I am 

with my mum and dad 

Who needs water to drink, food to eat and mum and 

dad to love me 

Who gives love to mum, hugs to dad and kisses to ma 

and pa 

Who fears darkness, tigers and lions 

Who would like a vampire bat, a dog and a cat 

Who comes from Whangarei, New Zealand and lives in 

Wellington, New Zealand. 

Fraser 

 

Arlo 

Fast, brave, strong and sensitive 

Son of Victoria and Nick and brother of Lila 

Lover of penguins, TV and keas 

Who feels happy when I have a good day, sad when I 

fall over and angry when my sister takes my stuff 

Who needs food to live, drinks when I’m thirsty and a 

house to keep warm 

Who gives cuddles to mum, kisses to dad and jokes to 

my sister 

Who fears ghosts, mummies and magpies 

Who would like a cheetah, a fish and a tadpole 

Who comes from Wellington, New Zealand and lives in 

Wellington, New Zealand 

Stocker 

 
 
 

 
Riley 

Fast, playful, lovely and helpful. 

Daughter of Julie and Junior. 

Lover of chocolate, chocolate cake and pineapple lumps 

Who feels sad when no one plays with me, happy on 

my birthday and excited at the circus 

Who needs parents to keep me safe, food to make me 

strong and family to love me 

Who gives hugs to mum, love to dad and kisses to 

grandma 

Who fears spiders, rats and dogs 

Who would like to do gymnastics, handstands and eat 

lolly pops 

Who comes from Wellington, New Zealand and lives in 

Wellington, New Zealand 

Tiata 

 

Kate 

Active, sporty, brave and clever. 

Daughter of Anna and Dean, sister of Tom. 

Lover of cats, lion cubs and dragons, 

Who feels sad happy at home, sad when friends hurt, 

confused when people don’t talk, 

Who needs trees to breathe, water to drink and food to 

eat, 

Who gives cuddles to mum, love to dad and hugs to my 

brother, 

Who fears vampires, snakes and spiders, 

Who would like a pet lion cub, chocolate and noodles, 

Who comes from Wellington, New Zealand and lives in 

Wellington, New Zealand. 

Fraser 
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Whetu 

Fast, lovely, loving and playful. 

Daughter of Peter and Kathleen, sister of Raumati and 

Lily. 

Lover of kittens, ice cream and puppies, 

Who feels excited with surprises, happy with presents 

and sad when my grandmother died, 

Who needs water to drink, trees to breathe and food to 

eat, 

Who gives smiles to mum, hi fives to my friends and 

flowers to my auntie, 

Who fears rats, spiders and bullies, 

Who would like kittens, puppies and bunnies, 

Who comes from Wairau, New Zealand and lives in 

Wellington, New Zealand. 

Meihana 

Keimarire 

Active, creative, artistic and playful. 

Daughter of Awhimai and Poara. 

Lover of dogs, cats and art, 

Who feels happy when I get treats, excited when I get 

presents and puzzled when lots of people talk to me, 

Who needs water to survive, energy to run and my 

parents for love, 

Who gives flowers to mum, cuddles to dad and love to 

my family, 

Who fears vampires, intruders and snakes, 

Who would like a transforming motorbike, a 3D TV and 

transforming glasses. 

Who comes from Tauranga, New Zealand and lives in 

Wellington, New Zealand. 

Tibble 
 
Here is another composite poem, created by the members of our Creative Writing Group.  Each member 
completed a couplet innovating on a pattern. 
 

I can… 
 
I can climb trees but I will not  
take my feet from the ground. 
 
I can see things that others can’t,  
but I will not see things on demand. 
 
I can dream about my perfect life,  
but I will not dream about others’ lives. 
 
I can shoot pigs, but  
I will not drive a hummerzine. 
 
I can tell where you live, but I will not  
say or tell anyone… ‘cause it’s stalkerish to. 
 
I can eat spotted, freckled oak toads, 
but I will not eat a purple gerkin or pickle. 
 
I can balance marshmellows on my nose, 
but I will not use my impressive skills as a party trick. 
 
I can walk across a tightrope,  
but I will not take risks. 
 
I can sail, but I will not go  
back to Sea Scouts. 
 
I can fly into space and be as free as I can be,  
but I will not do this as I have freeophobia. 
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Taniwha Art Panels 
 
Nine artists from Rooms 8 and 5 have been working very hard on a series of large scale paintings. They 
are for a competition to decorate the new Wellington Indoor Sports Centre.  The artists depicted three 
episodes from the legend of the two great taniwha, Whataitai and Ngake of Wellington Harbour. There is 
a panel at the start when Wellington was a lake, cut off from the ocean (artists Maya Jackson, Mia 
Freeman and Minsadi Heenkenda).  Then there is the “destruction scene” where Ngake broke through 
the land (artists Oliver Stanish, Conrad Thomas and Seb Panganiban). The last panel (artists Petra Sele, 
Talya Conradie and Timah Moira) depicts the Wellington harbour today, with the dead Whataitai 
transformed into Hataitai and Ngake frolicking in the ocean. 
 
We are very happy with the stunning artworks and can’t wait to see them displayed. 
 
Meta Beyers and Rebecca Robinson 
 

 
 

Young Designers Awards 
 
For the second year in a row we’ve had a large 
group of Year 7 and Year 8 children choose to 
participate in the Young Designers Awards.  The 
children choose a brief of their interest and 
complete an in depth research and design project.  
These projects range from visual arts projects, to 
Wearable Arts, to Fashion Design, to Bach Design.  
The children involved love the challenge and really 
extend a variety of skills and knowledge in all 
curriculum areas.   
 
Olivia Yeo and Isabelle Beaumont were selected 
as finalists in the Young Designers Awards. The 
final will be staged in Christchurch later in 
September. 

Young Designers Report 2 
 
This year was the first year that I had done Young 
Designers.  My partner, Emma, had done Young 
Designers the previous year.  We decided on a 
1960s costume.  Making the dress was a very 
stressful experience, but it got increasingly easy as 
we got the hang of things.  There were certainly a 
lot of laughs and a lot of triumphs.  Overall, it was 
an amazing but stressful experience and I’d 
definitely do it again!  
 
Sian Williams Jones 
 

This year we had the following children participate in these categories: 
Kiwi Bach: Gabriella Shea, Georgina Lomax-Sawyers and Gillean Miller 
Fashion Design: Emma Heath and Sian Williams-Jones   
Wearable Arts: Grace Appleton and Eleanor Garvie 
Visual Arts: Olivia Yeo and Isabelle Beaumont 
Café Design:  Eliza Muldrock and Nimthara Udawatta     
Congratulations to these children on completing a creative and challenging project!   
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School Holiday Computer Classes  

Educational and enjoyable.  One day to one 
week holiday computer classes for ages 5 to 
15. Create 3D games, web design, 
animations, art and graphics, video editing. 
programming, PowerPoint, Excel, Word, 
Access or build and upgrade computers. For 
further information call Ed Brown on 499 2211 
or www.grandtraining.co.nz. 

Roller Skating 
 
Upper Hutt Roller Skating Club info for Sept/Oct school 
holidays Roller Disco, Mon - Fri both weeks, 1:00 - 3:00 
pm. Entry $6 Blade hire $3 Skate hire Free. 34B 
Goodshed Rd Rink phone 9390507 
www.skate.wellington.net.nz   skatewellington@yahoo.c
o.nz 
  
Special Night "Thriller" Roller Disco, Friday 22 
Oct, 7:00 - 9:00 pm. Entry $6 Blade hire $3 
Skate hire Free. 34B Goodshed Rd Rink phone 
9390507 
www.skate.wellington.net.nz   skatewellington@
yahoo.co.nz                                          
Circa Threatre 
 
School Holidays at Circa Theatre are hitting the 
seven seas with an exciting Pirates adventure! 
 
The masters of magical improvised moments – 
The Improvisors  – are back at Circa for the 
September school holidays with a PIRATES! 
And we need a strong crew along for our 
buccaneer adventure. We welcome our 
audience (“crew”) to come dressed as a pirate – 
the more eye patches the merrier!  
Booking lines are now open at Circa – 04 801 
7992 or circa@circa.co.nz – all tickets are $10 
each. 

 
 
 

NZSO  
We have a number of complimentary tickets 
to give away (maximum of 20) to our concert 
in the Michael Fowler Centre on Saturday 18th 
September at 3pm.  This is an ideal 
opportunity for pupils and their families to 
experience the excitement of a live concert. 

  
Soundscapes with Colin Currie  
nzso.co.nz - Soundscapes with Colin Currie 
and the NZSO 
 
 
The earth will move when turbo-charged 
Scottish percussion star Colin Currie and the 
NZSO bring you an awesome programme 
Soundscapes , led by sensational young 
British conductor Alexander Shelley.  

  
Experience the NZSO playing Britten, Ravel 
and Richard Strauss, and don’t miss Colin 
Currie performing the concert hall smash hit, 
Veni , Veni , Emmanuel  by James MacMillan. 
It’s dazzled audiences around the world!   
 
We will require numbers by mid-day Monday 
6th September. 
 
 
 
 

 
Zeelandia 
 
Bring your Dad to ZEALANDIA on Fathers' Day 
and he’ll get in for FREE!  
 
With a brand new exhibition and a chance to 
spot some of our rarest native animals in the 
wild, ZEALANDIA is the perfect place explore 
together as a family. ZEALANDIA makes 
learning about New Zealand's natural history 
and conservation movement fun. Best of all, 
100% of admission fees go back into achieving 
our ecological restoration, education and 
advocacy goals. 
  
Waiapu Road, Karori, Wellington. Call 04 920 
9200 or visit www.VISITZEALANDIA.com for 
more info. 
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