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‘Diversity is the one true thing we all have in common. Celebrate it every day.’ 
 

 

Action List 

    
Have you paid your school fees?  Have you returned your digital classroom survey?  
    
Have you checked the netball draw? www.nsnetball.co.nz  Have you bought your Quiz Night tickets yet?   

 

Dear Parents  
 
Kia ora.   We have just enrolled a new student who is starting in Room 2.  His name is Ruven 
Mendzigurski.  Ruven has special needs.  He we be starting on 1 September.  You may see him in the 
playground with his teacher aide.   
 
I mention this as we are known as a school that embraces diversity and accept differences.  There is a 
body of research that shows diversity enhances the possibilities for learning.  D & R Johnson, the co-
operative learning authorities, write, ‘learning experiences are enriched by the exchange of ideas and 
perspectives among students from high, medium, and low achievement levels, handicapped and non-
handicapped students, male and female students, and students with different cultural, ethnic, and 
socioeconomic backgrounds’.  
 
When I first arrived at Thorndon School more than ten years ago the diversity here was even more 
apparent.  There was a Language Unit attached to the school for pupils with speech difficulties and 
these students were mainstreamed into the classes through the school.  There was also a Maori 
immersion class, where around twenty students were taught entirely in Maori medium.  Everyone was 
exposed to a different kaupapa for education. 
 
Both of these units have now closed.  Since that time diversity of the school has been enhanced through 
our special relationship with Kimi Ora, whereby Special Needs students from Kimi Ora visit classrooms 
at Thorndon.  This has been a win-win relationship, the Kimi Ora students experiencing the buzz of a 
mainstream classroom, while our mainstream students have become familiar and consequently relaxed 
with a wider range of humanity.  Now unfortunately Kimi Ora is about to relocate.  This has its benefits 
for us: we inherit their grounds, but is also a loss. 
 
When we no longer have any attached units or special relationships, we will have to look to ourselves to 
find diversity and of course it is there within our own school community.  We have a mix of ethnicity, 
abilities, cultures and heritages.  20% of the students on our roll are Maori, 7% are Pacifica, 54% are 
European and nearly 20% are of other ethnicities.  Of course we also have a mix of abilities and a mix of 
experiences. 
 
Within a diverse school different people with different styles and approaches rub up against each other 
in a range of contexts on a daily basis.  Things sometimes happen that people misunderstand or some 
children can be sensitive to things other children will think nothing of.  This is all part of the educative 
process.  If handled well at home and at school these differences can lead to a form of 'creative 
controversy’ where people rethink their attitudes and values and gain greater understanding of the 
complexity of human experience. 
 
Alistair du Chatenier 
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Digital Classroom Survey 
 
Thank you to those parents who completed their 
Digital Classroom Survey.  Rebecca Brown is 
currently collating the results.  When the results 
are in we will explore our options on the basis of 
your feedback.  
  
If you haven’t returned your form yet, it’s not too 
late.  If your form was lost in transit let us know and 
we’ll provide another.  (This applies only to parents 
of students in Years 3-7.)  
 

Term 3 Calendar 
 

Aug 27 Quadrangular Chess Tournament (Kelburn) 
Aug 31 Intermediate Chess Tournament (Raroa) 
  
Sep 1 Central Zone Speech Competition 
Sep 8 Inter Zone Swimming 
Sep 9 Winter Sports Festival Year 5-6 
Sep 13 3 Way Conferences begin 
Sep 16  Winter Sports Festival Year 7-8 
Sep 17 Thorndon School Quiz Night 
Sep 21  Science Roadshow Years 5-8 
Sep 21 BoT Meeting 
Sep 22 Jump Rope for Heart 
Sep 24 Term Ends 
   

Accomplishments 
 
Congratulations to Malachi and Isaac Paku who 
have been selected for the Wellington Primary 
Schools Maori Rugby Team. 

New Children 
We had one new child start this week.   
 

Aidan Watson Y2 R3 - Tarata 
 

Aidan and his mother have just returned to 
Wellington after a stint in Auckland. 

Gifted Child?   
�
Here’s your chance to come and try out One Day 
School , New Zealand’s longest running programme 
for gifted learners.  Mind Adventure Day (MAD) 
sessions will be held on Friday 10 and 17 
September 9.00am - 12.00pm at Cardinal McKeefry 
School, in Wilton, Wellington.  Cost: $30 per child.  
Parents and teachers welcome too.  For more 
information, or to book a place for your child, please 
phone Shirley on 232 3523 or email 
shirley.lawn@giftededucation.org.nz; website: 
www.giftededucation.org.nz 
 

Speeches 
As I’ve been wandering around the school over the 
last few days, I’ve observed all the middle and 
senior school students busy rehearsing and 
presenting their speeches.  As you will know a lot of 
work goes into putting these speeches together and 
honing the presentation for the day. I can assure 
you that the outcome is certainly worth the effort.  
 
The speeches will soon be judged and the best 
performers in Years 5 – 8, will represent the school 
at our regional speech competition to be held at 
Sacred Heart School on 1st September.  Thorndon 
School has achieved a great deal of success at 
these competitions in the past, so our new 
representatives have a big reputation to live up to. 
 

Give Your Stars a Chance to Shine 
During the September and October school 
holidays, North City Shopping Centre is hosting the 
10th Annual Shooting Stars Talent Search. The 
search is open to any child aged between 5 and 18 
years.  There are $3000 worth of prizes.  Every 
person who performs will receive a goodie bag.  
Please visit: www.northcityshoppongcentre.co.nz 
for further information and registration forms. 
 

Bubble Dome 
Bubble Dome are offering a range of holiday courses for children aged 6-16.  The courses include: 3D 
animation, Games Design and 3D modelling. The courses will be held in Wellington on 28-30 September 
at Scots College. 
You can book at their website: www.bubbledome.co.nz  
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Three Way Conferences  
 
As mentioned last week we are about to start our second round of Three Way Conferences.  These will take 
place over the second to last week of this term, 13-16 September.  During this round of Three Way 
Conferences we will be reviewing the goals set at the beginning of last term and setting new goals for the 
remainder of the year.  While information from the recent reports will play its part in setting these goals, 
National Standards will not be the focus for these conferences.  Because of the extensive reporting schedule 
this year, we will not be pursuing parents who do not feel the need for another meeting at this time. 
To make your booking go to: http://www.schoolinterviews.co.nz/book. The parent log in is GKB7F. 
 

 

 

 
 

Rugby Tournament 
 
Yesterday was a day of victory.  Two teams 
from Thorndon School played hard and tried 
their best to come first, to win the cup.  Year 5 
and 6’s were covered with mud but looked like 
our warriors.  The Year 7 and 8’s had a mean 
day and fought to the end. They came third 
and won the plate. 
   
The Year 5 and 6 team had good tackles, 
good speed and perseverance and one and 
only, the best tries. They said it was fun 
because they got muddy and they got head 
budged.  Also because they got time off school 
and the funny thing was we all got injured. 
They enjoyed their time at rugby and getting 
muddy. They had won two games and lost two 
and finally drew a game.  
 
We would like to give a huge round of 
applause to Aaron Bird for being the coach of 
the Year 5 and 6 team, also to Simina T and 
James T for helping transport the Year 5 and 6 
team.  
 
We congratulate the Year 5 and 6 team for 
representing us. Thanks to: Joshua Wight, 
Shaun Corfield, Amol Singh, Callum Hancock, 
Taine Bird, Joshua Morgan-Ranui, Harry 
Lomax Sawyers, Rebecca Toimata, Morgan 
Fuli, Phillip Lealamisa, Rilloy Lelei, Samuel 
Hey, Murilo Gonzales Tordivelli. 
 
The Year 7 and 8’s were like a lightning strike, 
defeating three teams with a high speed, 
tackles like a tsunami from above.  We had 
fought with encouragement and co-operation 
and leadership from Pio Lupo.  We had won 
three games and lost two.  
Lastly a huge thank you to the parents that 
took us to and from the grounds and 
supported us.  Also to Jimmy who was our 
coach and manager for the day.   
 

Congratulations to the Year 7/8 team. 
Thanks to: Connor Fuli, Waylon Shadlock, 
Issac Paku, Matt Robilliard, Malachi Paku, 
Datu Beech, Taine Mackenzie, Jeremiah 
Paku, Pio Lupo, Jakob Morgan-Ranui, 
Taylor Mauriohooho. 
 
By Waylon and Malachi 
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Quiz Night 
Everything is falling into place for a great evening of camaraderie and fun at Thorndon School Hall.  We 
have food, we have questions, we have a liquor license, we have a staff team.  Now all we need is for 
parents to step up and start buying tickets. Tickets are available from today at the school office.    We 
decided to hold a Pub-Quiz on Friday, 17 September 2010 at 7.00 pm in our school hall.  Admission will 
be $15.00 per individual ticket, and we will offer a concession rate of $75.00 for a table of six.  For this 
you get to be a quizzed, a cash bar, raffles, spot prizes, and lots of socialising in good company.  You 
can get to know some more about your school community.  You also get to support your school 
financially.  
 
Please come and enjoy the evening.  See if you can gather together five friends and make your own 
team of six.  If not, you can come as an individual or a small party and we will incorporate you into a 
team.  This event is open to all comers, so you are welcome to bring friends, neighbours or workmates 
who don’t have children at the school. 
 
There are number of ways you can help us make this evening a great success: 

1. Buy some tickets and come along. 
2. Invite some friends. 
3. Help us source some raffles prizes. 
4. Volunteer to help.  We need people to prepare nibbles and to help in the kitchen or at the bar.  

Chess Champions 
 
Last Thursday our Junior Chess team took on 
Wellington’s best and came away triumphant. 
They came home with a cup and the title of 
Wellington Junior Chess Champions.  They 
also qualified for the national championships 
to be held in Christchurch on the first weekend 
of the holidays.  The team selected for the 
regional tournament were: Xiangtao Hu, Zack 
Scott-Howman, Arvalan Sathiyandra and 
Joshua Wight.  Zack was sick on the day and 
his place was brilliantly filled by Samuel Hey. 
The team to go to Christchurch will be: Zack, 
Arvalan, Joshua and Samuel. 
The other students you can see in the photo 
on the right are members of the larger 15 
person team, who will represent Thorndon at a 
quadrangular tournament tomorrow. 

 

Chess Tournament Report 
 
Arvalan Sathiyandra, Xiangtao Hu, Samuel Hey and Josh Wight went to the Regional’s Chess 
Tournament.  Zack Scott-Howman was supposed to go, but he was sick so Sam played that day.  The 
tournament was at Churton Park.  The person who ran the tournament was Scott.  He is a pro at chess. 
We got taken to the tournament in Belinda’s car.  We played six games there.  We all felt really excited 
and nervous.  Arvalan and Josh won five out of six games.  Xiangtao won three games and drew one. 
Sam won three games.  In the last round we needed to win two games to get a definite win but only 
Xiangtao won, so it was a tie break with Eastern Hutt.  We won because our stats were just a little higher 
than their stats.  We all got medals that said first on the back and we won a trophy for the school.  Now 
we are going to Christchurch for the Nationals.  We will vs. teams from all over NZ.  We are representing 
Wellington.  Our top player Xiangtao is going back to China.  We will miss him very much. 
 
Reported by Arvalan and Samuel, Room 8        
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Students in Room 3 have been working on some ‘simile’ poems describing family members and pets. 

 
 
Topa 

 
My grandma’s dog is called Topa. 
He is black as the night. 
And his eyes are black 
as the dark cloud. 
He is soft as the bed. 
 
Andrew 
 
 
Spotty 

 
My guinea pig is called Spotty. 
Her fur is orange 
as an orange fruit 
and as soft as a pillow. 
Her eyes are as blue 
as the sea 
and she runs  
as fast as a cheetah. 
 
Lila 
 
 
Anzac 

 
My pet is called Anzac. 
He is cheeky as a monkey. 
His fur is as soft as cotton. 
Anzac’s ears are as pink 
as pink ink. 
He can run as fast  
as a cheetah. 
and he is as brave 
as a knight. 
 
Renwick 

 
 
 

 
 
Dood 

 
My pet is called Dood. 
Dood’s skin is spotty 
Like a cow. 
He is soft like a pillow 
And a blanket. 
And he is fast 
As a sportsman. 
 
Rebekah 
 
 
My Mum 

 
My mum is Gavi. 
Her hair is black 
as the sky at night. 
and she is pretty 
as a rose. 
 
Agneta 
 
 
 
Mouse 

 
My cat is called Mouse. 
He is fast as lightning. 
He is fierce as a lion. 
His fur is as soft 
as a pillow. 
Like an eagle his sight 
can go to far distance. 
 
Cameron 
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Leery 
 

My pet cat is Leery. 
He has spots like a cow. 
His eyes are blue  
Like the sky. 
His fur is soft 
As the blanket. 
 
Caitlyn 
 
 

Shoana 
 

My mum’s name is Shoana. 
Her eyes are green as the grass. 
Her hair is black 
as the sky at night. 
She cooks like a great chef. 
And she is pretty 
as a princess. 
 
Emogene 
 

 

This composite poem was created by the members of our Creative Writing Group.  Each member 
completed a couplet innovating on a pattern. 
 

I used to…  
 
I used to walk the streets alone at night, 
but now I soar with freedom above the dull world. 
 
I used to die, 
but now I like to ride pink elephants. 
 
I used to walk to school, but now 
I eat peanut butter and jam on toast. 
 
I used to think of life as boring, 
but now I think my imagination has taken over my life. 
 
I used to eat sweaty underpants for breakfast, 
but now I am normal and eat socks. 
 
I used to eat cows, but 
now I prefer pigs. 
 
I used to cower down under my cats clutches, 
but now I hold my head up high and strive on. 
 
I used to cook spaghetti, but now 
I throw batteries into the fire. 
 
I used to be different, individual, 
but now I am a clone. 
 
I used to put glad wrap on the toilet seat, 
but now I hook it up to the mains. 
 
I used to be imprisoned in a Twoleg’s nest, 
but now I am a free Warrior of Blaze Clan. 
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Some Reflections on the Rugby 
 

- Pio Lupo: It was a good effort and our team showed perseverance after losing two in a row. 
Thanks to the team that we won the plate. 

 
- Connall Deacon:  I personally believe that the team did well, even though we lost two games, we 

managed to get our stuff together and it was a great team effort. 
 

- Jakob Morgan-Ranui:  I think both Thorndon teams had a great time that day and even though 
we lost a few games we pulled together in the end. 

 
- Connor Fuli:  Rugby game was alright, we could have done better.  We ended up coming third in 

the end (for the plate) but came fifth all together.  We lost our second and third game but 
managed to pull together in the end and scored heaps of tries.  But we could have had more 
training and we would have pulled together in more of our games.   

 
- Datu Beech:  It was a great experience to try a different sport after just playing football for Year 7. 

 
 

Speech and Drama  
 
Speech and Drama classes available for children 
age 6 and over. A focus on public speaking, 
confidence building and/or language difficulties 
possible through the use of fun drama games.  
 
Trinity Guildhall yearly examinations offered if 
interested.  
Please contact Emily on 0211075071 or 
emilytaylforth@yahoo.co.nz 
                                                 
 

Desperately Seeking Carpark 
 
My company is going to move from Bouclott Street 
to Featherston Street and therefore I will need to 
find a new place to park. 
 
I am keen to advertise to people living in the 
Thorndon area asking if anyone has a spare car 
park space at their homes that they would be 
happy to rent to me. 
 
They could contact me on 02102617816. 
 
Regards 
Michelle Brown 
 
 

Netball 
 
Congratulations to Thorndon White Netball team.  With five members sick, the remaining five played 
incredibly hard and won against a team of seven!  Well done Savannah, Morgan, Jack, Maddie and 
McKenzie, for really “giving it your all”. 
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