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www.thorndon.school.nz                                                                                                                   19 August 2010  
office@thorndon.school.nz                                                                                      principal@thorndon.school.nz   
 

‘Every job is a self-portrait of the person who did it. Autograph your work with excellence.’ 
 

 

Action List 

    
Have you paid your school fees?  Have you returned your digital classroom survey?  
    
Have you checked the netball draw?  www.nsnetball.co.nz   

 

Dear Parents  
 
Kia ora.   Over the last week we have seen the splendid culmination to student participation in a 
number of activities and events.  I had the pleasure of attending the performance of Piggity-
Wiggity at Capital E on Sunday and then Wearable Arts in the Michael Fowler Centre on 
Tuesday night.  
 
There are many dimensions to learning at school, from rote learning of tables to more complex 
global modes of learning which involve development of dispositions and competencies.  
Students involved in the Piggity-Wiggity performance showed commitment in bringing together 
a public performance over a short time period.  They worked in an intensely focused 
environment.  The students who participated in the ArtSplash Wearable Arts on Tuesday 
demonstrated a more sustained commitment, designing, constructing and presenting highly 
imaginative works of art.  They did all this with exuberance and enthusiasm.  Other students, 
like those who recently participated in the Central Zone Swimming Sports and the Junior 
Regional Chess Tournament (today), have shown commitment to developing their skills over a 
period of years.  These events are milestones in their development which help them see the 
progress they have achieved. 
 
I guess the theme of this ramble seems to be participation and commitment.  It has been very 
satisfying to see so many of our students taking these opportunities to apply talents and skills 
and in doing so raise them to a higher level.  The items mentioned above are only a few of the 
activities students are participating in at school.  They have received special attention this week 
because they have reached some form of fruition. 
 
Recently reading Richard White, a noted Australian educationalist, I noted the following 
comment: ‘Commitment is the key to real learning.  If there is no commitment, learning will be 
shallow as students feel no value in reflecting on the meaning of what they hear or read.’  If we 
want ‘deep learning’ first we must engage our students in programmes and activities they 
respond to.  True commitment can’t be manufactured on the spot.  As parents and educators 
we need to find things that our children will enjoy and then later may commit to.  On many 
occasions fun can lead to engagement, which can lead to commitment, which can lead to ‘deep 
learning’.   So at school we endeavour to provide a range of diverse opportunities for students 
to participate. 
 
Alistair du Chatenier 
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Term 3 Calendar 
 

Aug 19 Regional Junior Chess Championship 
Aug 20 Year 8 Girls Gardasil Vaccinations 
Aug 24  Rugby Tournament Year 5-6 
Aug 27 Quadrangular Chess Tournament (Kelburn) 
Aug 31 Intermediate Chess Tournament (Raroa) 
  
Sep 1 Central Zone Speech Competition 
Sep 6 3 way conferences begin. 
Sep 7 Winter Sports Festival Year 5-6 
Sep 8 Inter zone Swimming 
Sep 14 Winter Sports Festival Year 7-8 
Sep 20  Science Roadshow 
Sep 21  Science Roadshow 
Sep 21 BoT Meeting 
Sep 22 Jump Rope for Heart 
Sep 24 Term Ends 
   

Digital Classroom Survey 
 
Thank you to those parents who completed their 
Digital Classroom Survey.  We will be collating the 
results and will explore our options further on the 
basis of your feedback.  
  
If you haven’t returned your form yet, it’s not too 
late.  If your form was lost in transit let us know and 
we’ll provide another.  (This applies only to parents 
of students in Years 3-7.)  

Fun(d)raising Event 
 
Thank you to those people who took the time to complete our survey.  After scrutinising your responses 
we have settled on the idea of a social-fundraising event on a Friday evening.  We decided to hold a 
Pub-Quiz on Friday, 17 September 2010 at 7.00 pm in our school hall.  There will be a team quiz, cash 
bar, raffles, spot prizes, and socialising in good company.  You can get to know some more about your 
school community.  You will even get to know more about what they know. 
 
Admission will be $15.00 per individual ticket, and we will offer a concession rate of $75.00 for a table of 
six. 
 
Please come and enjoy the evening.  You will be supporting the school when you do.  See if you can 
gather together five friends and make your own team of six.  If not, you can come as an individual or a 
small party and we will incorporate you into a team.  This event is open to all comers, so you are 
welcome to bring friends, neighbours or workmates who don’t have children at the school. 
 
There are number of ways you can help us make this evening a great success: 
 

1. Buy some tickets and come along. 
2. Invite some friends. 
3. Help us source some raffles prizes. 
4. Volunteer to help.  We need people to prepare nibbles and to help in the kitchen or at the bar. 

(There were a few people who indicated they would like to help on Survey Monkey but forgot to 
leave a name or contact.  Could you get in touch please.) 

  
The staff are already plotting their strategies. 
 
Lost 
 
A pink and grey striped long sleeved polar neck top, aged 8-10 years.  It went missing last Wednesday, 
from the hall, soon after the Bollywood dance practice. 
 
It would be great if it could be returned to the school office if someone happens to find it or has taken it 
by mistake. 
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Three Way Conferences and Reporting 
 
We have now completed our short round of National Standards reports follow up interviews.  You will be 
contacted shortly by your child’s class teacher about Three Way Conferences.  During this round of Three 
Way Conferences we will be reviewing the goals set at the beginning of last term and setting new goals for 
the remainder of the year.  While Information from the recent reports will play its part in setting these goals, 
National Standards will not be the focus for these conferences.  Because of the extensive reporting schedule 
this year, we will not be pursuing parents who do not feel the need for another meeting at this time. 

 

 

 

 

 

Central Zone Swimming Sports 
 
Our Thorndon Swim Team had a great day 
at the pool last Thursday.  Everyone gave 
their best and the programme commenced 
with resounding relay victories for our Year 
4 Boys’ team and Year 4 Girls’ Team. 
There were also a number of individual 
successes across the age groups.  Also 
note the Thorndon School logo on the 
swimming caps. Thank you John Hancock. 
 
50 Metres Freestyle 
Duke Maxine-Smith             2nd  Year 4 girls 
Callum Hancock                  1st  Year 4 boys 
Milo Crispin                         2nd  Year 4 boys 
Harry Neal                           1st Year 5 boys 
Arianna Hogan                    1st Year 7 girls 
Connall Deacon                   2nd Year 7 boys 
Alex Gooch                          1st Year 8 girls 
Brittany Antipas                   3rd Year 8 girls 
Connor Fuli                          3rd Year 8 boys 
 
25 Metres Backstroke 
Jade Harrison                       3rd  Year 4 girls 
Callum Hancock                   1st  Year 4 boys 
Jesse Morgan                      2nd  Year 4 boys 
Harry Neal                            1st Year 5 boys 
Arianna Hogan                     1st Year 7 girls 
Connall Deacon                   3rd Year 7 boys 
Brittany Antipas                    2nd Year 8 girls 
Connor Fuli                          2nd Year 8 boys 
 

25 Metres Freestyle 
Duke Maxine-Smith               1st Year 4 girls  
Stella Saul                             3rd  Year 4 girls 
Callum Hancock                    1st  Year 4 boys 
Maxwell Leuga                      2nd  Year 4 boys 
Harry Neal                             1st Year 5 boys 
Arianna Hogan                      1st Year 7 girls 
Alex Gooch                            2nd  Year 8 girls 
 
4 x 25m Relays 
1st  Year 4 girls: Duke, Jade, Stella, Jocelyn Scott. 
1st  Year 4 boys: Callum, Milo, Jesse, Maxwell. 

Johnsonville Junior Softball Club 2010/2011 Registr ations 
 
The Junior Club comprising teams from Under 7 T-Ball through to Under 15 are holding registrations at the 
Johnsonville Softball Clubrooms situated in Phillip Street, Johnsonville (across the road from Alex Moore 
Park) on the following days (please note:  Under 15 as at 31 December 2010). 
 
                                        Thursday – 26 August – 6.00 pm – 7.30 pm 
                                        Sunday – 29 August – 11.00 am – 1.00 pm 
                                        Tuesday – 31 August – 6.00 pm – 7.30 pm 
 
If you can’t make any of these dates, please ring Di Alexander on 478 2228 or 021 895 477.  The fees are 
$55 for one child, $100 for two and $125 for 3 children payable at time of registration.  Softball gloves and 
gear available for sales on these dates. 
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The Wearable Art Show 
By Erin Monckton, Room 8 
 
On Tuesday 17th of August, all Wearable Arts people needed to get to the MFC so we could get ready to 
model before the show started at 8pm.  Standing there like statues was pretty hard.  We stood for half an 
hour getting compliments from spectators.  Afterwards, we looked around at all the wonderful art for 
about 10 minutes.  Next thing, we were all walking towards our little room that we stayed in until the 
show.  We ate our snack and waited to go downstairs.  Once we were all finished, we went downstairs, 
all excited but also scared.  We waited to go on stage.  Suddenly we were lining up to go on stage. 
Finally it was time to go.  We walked one by one.  It was freaky, but fun.  Spinning and twirling, dancing 
and prancing we all went.  We walked off the stage and into the crowd.  We walked back to get changed, 
talking about how much fun it was.  We all got changed and went downstairs for our parents to pick us 
up. 
 

 

 

 
Piggity-Wiggity Jiggity Jig show!!! 
 
It all started with Diana Neild the author of the books Piggity-Wiggity Jiggity Jig and Dad’s Café and 
Piggity-Wiggity Jiggity Jig and the School Concert.  She read these books to us and gave us parts that 
we would play.  Our school was asked to bring these stories to life at the Storylines Festival.  
  
25 children were involved from our entire school, but only 23 could make it on the actual performance 
day because of being sick.  So on the day of the show me and Meta’s god-child Jana got a surprise and 
had to step in as mum.  We had 4 practices with most of the kids but kids practiced at home too. 
 
Diana brought in some amazing costumes and props for us to wear and use.  There were pig’s ears for 
everyone including the audience who seemed to hesitate to try them on. 
 
Maisie from Room 8’s birthday was on the same day as the concert, so we decided we would wish her a 
happy birthday and sang her happy birthday during the concert and got all of he audience to join in. 
 
Piggity-Wiggity Jiggity Jig had an amazing light display of a pig that was displayed at the Wellington City 
Library.  The Dominion Post came to take a picture of us in costume at Capital E where we performed 
and our picture got put in the newspaper on Saturday!!!  
 
By Emma M-C 
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Piggity-Wiggity Jiggity Jig show continued. 
 
When I was doing my rap, my heart was beating at 150 beats a minute!  My costumes were 
uncomfortable.  They were different materials than usual.  They were silky.  The audience was bigger 
than I thought.  I thought it was just going to be the parents of the performers!  
 
Rilloy, Room 8 (aka Bruce Jig). 
 
The costumes were big, bright and beautiful and very different from what you normally wear. The show 
was very exciting and very enjoyable.  
 
Maisie, Room 8 (aka Barbara Jig and Cinderella). 
 
The costumes were itchy and scratchy, especially the lawyers’ wigs.  They made want to scratch 
everywhere.  The singing was good, but also horrible on purpose.  It was fun and incredible.  
 
Alexandra, Room 8 (aka lawyer and junior choir singer). 
 
It felt really weird doing gymnastics on stage.  The costumes were all either silky, poufy or itchy, but very 
beautiful.  
 
Hannah, Room 8 (aka Emma the eldest, gymnast and politician). 
 
   

Classic Hits would like to Congratulate Miss Niamh King  for being Wellington’s Teacher of the 
Week 
 
Last week Classic Hits made a visit to Thorndon School to surprise Miss King for Teacher of the week.  
Amy Turner From room 6 nominated Miss King with Classic Hits because she's got an excellent way of 
dealing with things, she's really pretty and finally she's really important to our lives. My teacher should 
win teacher of the year because we know she can, she's our best teacher and we appreciate her. 
Room 6 were treated with some delicious goodies and will be heading along to one of the Phoenix 
games. Miss King was also awarded a voucher to spend at LV Martin. 
Miss Niamh is now in the running to be Wellington’s teacher of the year. GO MISS KING!! 
                                                                                   �
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Board of Trustees’ Report 
 
The Board of Trustees met on Tuesday 3 August.  This was the first Board meeting with Alistair as 
Acting Principal and we did spend a short time joking about Bill's travels!  We had a number of useful 
discussions with a particular focus on the implementation of the National Standards and the work the 
school has been doing to provide information to parents about the Standards.  Board members’ focus is 
on being able to support teachers in communicating effectively to parents.  This can be difficult when, for 
instance, the results of previous assessments using familiar tools seem to contradict some assessments 
about where children are in relation to the Standards.  This has certainly been a feature of some reports 
provided to parents at the end of term 2, particularly with the higher age groups.   
 
Generally the Board's approach has been to support the school to implement the Standards carefully, in 
a way which builds on the existing assessment and reporting mechanisms.  But it will be important to 
evaluate how things are working in practice, and feedback from all parents as well as teaching staff and 
of course students will be vital over the months ahead. 
 
We also spent some time discussing the financial situation for the school, which is looking healthier than 
last year although there is no room for complacency.  It is excellent news that we have managed to 
secure more funding from the Ministry of Education on the basis of the increased size of the school roll. 
One area where there is room for a bit more is fundraising, hence Alistair's recent survey of parents 
about preferred fundraising activities.  
 
Overall this is a crucial time for the school, and it is great that we have a committed Board playing its part 
in supporting the staff and everyone else to make this great little school even better. 
 
James Turner 
Chairperson 
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