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www.thorndon.school.nz 12 August 2010
office@thorndon.school.nz__ principal@thorndon.school.nz
“It is possible to store the mind with a million facts and still be entirely uneducated.”
Alec Bourne
Action List
Have you checked whether you have paid your | | Have you purchased your tickets to the [ ]
school fees? || Wearable Art performance? L]
Have you completed the Survey monkey ] Have you checked the netball draw? [ ]
survey on fundraising events? www.nsnetball.co.nz
http://www.surveymonkey.com/s/537TDQ7

Dear Parents

Kia ora. Interestingly over the last week we have been contacted to take part in two major educational
research studies. Being a bit of an assessment geek, | find this quite exciting. (A feeling that is not
necessarily shared by the rest of the staff.) The first to arrive was an invitation to take part in PIRLS
(Progress in International Reading Literacy Study). PIRLS is an international comparative study of
reading performance. PIRLS looks at reading ability at Year 5.

PIRLS is one of those studies that are used equally to praise and damn New Zealand education through
international comparison. The main conclusion that | have drawn from the most recent, 2005, study is
that New Zealand has a very large group of high achieving students in reading, but also a ‘tail’ of lower
achievers. These sorts of studies are of high interest at a political level as they are used to generate
international league tables. If we can point to our high ranking in studies like PIRLS, we can make
claims about the general skills level of our population and potentially attract investment.

The other invitation we received was to be a trial school for the re-norming of the NZCER’s STAR
reading test. This is a test we use twice a year to measure students’ progress in reading. It generates
the stanine score you have seen at your child’s 3 Way Conference (Year 3 and above).

We have accepted both invitations. (Hopefully we will see a major lift in New Zealand’s PIRLS ranking
as a result of our participation.) Being involved at the ground level in such studies can have benefits for
our understanding of how such tests are generated and how they operate. The greater the familiarity we
have with these tools, the greater the benefits we can get from them.

Alistair du Chatenier

2011 Enrolments

At the moment we are receiving enrolment enquiries for next year on a daily basis.

We are very interested to know whether children already here may have siblings turning 5 next year that
we don’t know about. Or, if you know of any children outside of our community, whose parents want to
enrol them here but have not yet sent us an enrolment form, please let us know as soon as possible.
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Term 3 Calendar

Aug 15 | Piggity Wiggity Performance

Aug 16 | Wearable Arts rehearsal MFC

Aug 16 | Diana Nield: Authors in Schools visit.

Aug 17 | Wearable Arts performance 8pm MFC

Aug 17 | Girl Black Rugby Year 5 — 8

Aug 18 | Room 6 visit City Art Gallery

Aug 19 | Regional Junior Chess Championship

Aug 20 | Year 8 Girls Gardasil Vaccinations

Aug 24 | Rugby Tournament Year 5-6

Aug 27 | Quadrangular Chess Tournament (Kelburn)

Aug 31 | Intermediate Chess Tournament (Raroa)

Sep 1 | Central Zone Speech Competition

Sep 6 | 3 way conferences begin.

Sep 7 | Winter Sports Festival Year 5-6

Sep 8 | Inter zone Swimming

Sep 14 | Winter Sports Festival Year 7-8

Sep 20 | Science Roadshow

Sep 21 | Science Roadshow

Sep 21 | BoT Meeting

Sep 22 | Jump Rope for Heart

Sep 24 | Term Ends

Digital Classroom Survey

We would like to survey community interest in
starting some digital classrooms in 2011. Parents
of students in Years 3-7 will receive a survey form
to complete, which lays out some options and asks
for responses. The idea behind this is that
potentially one or more classes could go entirely
digital in the operation of their teaching and
learning programmes. For this to eventuate all
students in the class would need to have their own,
standard laptops/netbooks.

We have just become a loop school which gives us
high speed broadband and access to KAREN the
government education network. KAREN provides
access to the global education community and
resources through its links to similar networks
around the world.

One of the requirements of our revised National
Curriculum is for schools to become more future
focused.

We would appreciate it if you could complete and
return these surveys promptly.

Achievements

Last month there was a colouring competition at
Te Papa. Many kids took part in it and | was one
of them. We had to colour the picture of a moko
and | really enjoyed it.

After a month, | received a letter which said, “You
have been awarded first place for the junior
section, congratulations and well done!

They sent me some stamps, a bag and a Maori
poster. | feel very proud of myself and so do my
parents.

By Andrew Sknatr.

New Children

We have two new students starting today, Raumati
and Whetu Meihana. Raumati and Whetu come to
us from sunny Motueka.

Whetu Meihana Y3 R1 - Nikau

Raumati Meihana Y5 R6 - Rimu

We welcome Raumati, Whetu and their family to
the Thorndon School Community.

Fun(d)raising Event

Thank you to those people who have taken the
time to complete our survey. (It really is quite
painless.)

So far we have had about 23 responses. Most of
them favour an event on a Friday night and so far a
quiz night is the most popular choice. (Thank you
to those respondents who suggested alternate
possibilities. We will keep them in mind.)

We will leave the survey open for another week
and then set something in motion.

So if you haven’t yet done so, could please
complete our survey at:

http://www.surveymonkey.com/s/537TDQ7
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Three Way Conferences and Reporting

As | reported last week we are offering brief National Standards report follow up meetings to those of you
who feel the need for them. The idea is to ‘clear the air’ before Three Way Conferences. We believe
that Three Way Conferences are not really the best venue for discussion of these reports. Several
teachers have already emailed parents offering a time to book a meeting, others will do so shortly. If you
have no questions in respect to the report, you don’'t need to make an appointment. We should have a
booking system operating for Three Way Conferences by next week.

Wellington Family Day

You are likely to have heard by now that
Thorndon children are enacting Diana
Neild’s Piggity Wiggity books at Capital E
on Sunday, 15 August at 10:30am.
However, if you are like me, you might not
have realised that this is just one of a
number of literature related events taking
place over this weekend. Piggity Wiggity is
part of the Storylines Festival of New
Zealand Children’s Writers and lllustrators.
The events take place at Wellington Town
Hall and Capital E. The activities include:
art, story readings, author talks, dance and
more.

For more information please visit:
http://www.storylines.org.nz/site/storylines/fi
les/SL-DLE-Wellington-Web%202.pdf or
www.storylines.org.nz

Entertainment Books The Incredible Years

The 2010/2011 Entertainment Book is this Victoria University are offering the Incredible Years

year’s best investment, but your time is Programme to parents of children aged three to seven

running out! years inclusive. This is a group programme that provides
parents and caregivers with useful information and

We only have 2 copies left. practical guidelines on how to handle a variety of

challenges involving young children.
Entertainment Books feature many of the
area’s best restaurants, cafes, hotel During weekly two-hour group sessions over 14 weeks
accommodation, attractions and activities, there is a lot of discussion about important parenting

all with valuable 25% to 50% off and 2-for-1 | principles and strategies. The programme is being run by
offers. Purchase an Entertainment Book for | Victoria Psychology Clinic.

only $60 and you'll receive over $15,000 in
valuable offers that you and your family can | Where: Victoria Psychology Clinic
use all year through to June, 2011! The 5" Floor Easterfield Building
best part is that $12.00 goes towards our Kelburn Parade.

fundraising — so far this year we've raised
$1,500 for Thorndon School. So contact When: 14 Weekly sessions starting Wednesday

the school office now to ensure you don't 25" August, 12:30 to 2:30pm.
miss out on your copy of the 2010/2011
Wellington Entertainment Book. Cost:  $10 per session, plus $60 for The

Incredible Years book.

Enquiries: Helen Beaglehole, Victoria Psychology
Clinic. Phone 4636400.

Page 3




THORNDON SCHOOL NEWSLETTER

wids’ Corne,

Creative Writing Group

This week we looked at a poem call®authbound on the Freewhy May Swenson. It is a ‘Martian
Poem’ in which the narrator looks at our world from an aliersjpective and defamiliarises the mundane
and ordinary. As a group we created a composite poem inrtreesgle.

A Tourist from Marsville Encounters Something Stran ge
and Sends Some Tweets Home

Meep marp meep marp marp meep
(Oh no! I'm encountering something strange...)

Meep marp meep marp meep

Meep meep marp

(Their robot servants come and wake them up
by taking their heart and plugging it into a hole...)

Meep meep moep marp meep

Mee marp marp meepen

(It sucks things up from the floor guided by its servants,
because it has no eyes...)

Meep marp meep meep marp meeop
Moep meep meep marp meee

(The servant opens its stomach with ease
and pulls out its insides....)

Meep meep meep marp meep

Mee meop peem peep meep

(It's insides have turned grey and mushy
like a ‘bear’ | think...)

Moep meep meep marp beop beeb
Beeb meep marp barp beep

(It empties the insides into a portal
where they disappear...)

Beep barp boep peeb parp beep
Meep marp meep peep

(Worn out it sleeps

until the servants come back...)

Meep meep peep beep

Marp barp parp maar

(They torture it and drag it around the room
as it screams and wails in terror...)

Meeeeep Meeeeeep Meeeep
(Beware, beware, beware.)
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Leaking

| sat there looking at the empty page of my book. My mind was blank as | watched the light from the
window slowly advance across the page, making it blaze with fire. | closed my eyes as the shine of the

paper was white fire shimmering in its own heat.

I don’t know how long | sat with my eyes closed, but when | blinked them open | could barely see. The
room was in shadow, the stars and the moon shining through the window. The page was still untouched.
It was a grey pool of unforgiveness. | stood up and walked around the table to look out at the restless

sea.

Its waves were sending small armies of white horses to battle against the strong army of sand. The
moon was casting an eerie glow across the tall scraggly mountains looming in the distance. The forest
in front of them was barely visible, a dark smudge of green. The only noise was my quiet breathing as |
tried not to disturb the peaceful silence surrounding me.

| had already written about this several times. Nothing new had popped into my head recently. | was
losing my precious inspiration, or was it already gone? It was as if part of me was leaking. | was losing
other things too, my creativity, my memories, my emotions. | was losing my mind.

| felt cold. No-one was there. | felt alone with my leaking thoughts. | was completely and utterly alone,
drowning in loneliness. My mind went blank as my thoughts vanished and | tumbled into darkness.

By Tymesha Cousins

Baby Sitting

Responsible 17 year old available for
babysitting.

Please phone Alice on 473 2832.

References are available.

WoW Audition

On Saturday morning four people from our school
went to Shed 6 on the water front at 9:00 in the
morning for the World of Wearable Arts children’s
section audition.

The four people were Angela Singh, Isabelle
Beaumont, Olivia Yeo and Tabitha Dombroski.
Angela was already in WoW because of an earlier
audition and was a performer. Olivia, Tabitha and
Isabelle auditioned though. Olivia and Tabitha are
models and Isabelle is a performer.

By Isabelle Beaumont, Olivia Yeo, Tabitha
Dombroski and Angela Singh.

Replacement Clothes

For various reason we regularly need to provide
children with a change of clothes. We have
currently got to the point where our supply is very
low. So please return any ‘loan’ clothes you may
have forgotten at home.

Further to that, if you have any clothes at home
that your child no longer fits, you might like to send
them along to school. We are particularly looking
for trousers, small underpants, and socks.

Mogmusic

Private tuition available for this term: -

PIANO BEGINNERS age 5 — 8 years.
RECORDER BEGINNERS age 7 — 12 years.
GUITAR BEGINNERS age 8 — 12 years.

Also, tuition in guitar and piano for adult beginners.
All lessons held at MOGMUSIC studio in Brooklyn.

Please phone MOGGIE GRAYSON 3848-213 to
book in.
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