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Education is what survives when what has been learned has been forgotten.
B. F. Skinner

Action List

Have you checked whether you have paid your Have you purchased your tickets to the

school fees? Wearable Art performance?

Please continue to send some feedback on Have you checked the netball draw?

reports. www.nsnetball.co.nz

Dear Parents

Kia ora. Poor Bill. While we are enjoying the vagaries of winter, Bill is suffering in the sweltering heat in
Siracusa, Sicily, under cloudless skies by the warm sea with a cold beer. It is hard work, but someone
has to do it. His next stop is Tropea.

On a more serious note we are getting into the flu season again and swine flu has raised its head once
more with a number of cases reported in the Wairarapa. Vaccination is still an option although it will take
about two weeks before the vaccine becomes effective.

To help protect your children and stop the spread of the virus you can teach your children to do the
following:

» Wash and dry their hands often. Wash for at least 20 seconds using soap or an alcohol-based rub.
 Cover their mouths and noses with a tissue when they sneeze and put the tissue in a bin.

* Avoid touching your eyes, nose and mouth.

To help protect our school community you can do the following:

« If your child has ‘flu’-like symptoms (fever, cough, sore throat, runny or stuffy nose, body aches,
chills, fatigue) keep him or her at home.

» Make sure your child drinks plenty of fluids (at least 2 litres per day).

* If symptoms worsen call Healthline 0800 611 116 or phone your doctor.

Alistair du Chatenier

Wearable World of Art

Thorndon students are
participating in a Wearable Art
performance as part of Artsplash
2010. The show is at the Michael
Fowler Centre at 8:00 pm on
Tuesday, 17 August. Tickets are
available from the school office
($4.00 each).

I have seen some fantastic
creations evolving around the
school over recent weeks. This
should be a fantastic show.
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Term 3 Calendar

Aug 10 | Tackle Rugby Competition

Aug 12 | Central Zone Swimming competition

Aug 15 | Piggity Wiggity Performance

Aug 16 | Wearable Arts rehearsal MFC

Aug 17 | Wearable Arts performance 8pm MFC

Aug 17 | Girl Black Rugby Year 5 — 8

Aug 18 | Room 6 visit City Art Gallery

Aug 19 | Regional Junior Chess Championship
Aug 20 | Year 8 Girls Gardasil Vaccinations

Aug 24 | Rugby Tournament Year 5-6

Aug 27 | Quadrangular Chess Tournament (Kelburn)

Aug 31 | Intermediate Chess Tournament (Raroa)

Sep 1 | Central Zone Speech Competition

2010 Activity Fees

In response to a question raised about activity fees
— we are now invoicing for School Activities
separately as they arise, rather than in bulk at the
beginning of each term. This way parents know
what their child is attending, when and what the
actual cost is.

Invoices are produced as each activity is arranged
and sent home with your child (not posted). We
aim to do this at least a week before each activity.
With this method of invoicing we get a far better
payment rate, as we expect the invoice to be paid
before the activity takes place.

Sep 6 | 3 way conferences begin. . o
Sep 7 | Winter Sports Festival Year 5-6 If you wish to know what activities are scheduled
Sep 8 | Inter zone Swimming for the term, please refer to the Term Calendar in
Sep 14 | Winter Sports Festival Year 7-8 the weekly newsletter.
Sep 20 | Science Roadshow
Sep 21 | Science Roadshow A statement of all outstanding monies will be sent
Sep 21 | BoT Meeting home at the beginning of each term, if you wish to
Sep 22 | Jump Rope for Heart enquire about your balance at anytime please
Sep 24 | Term Ends contact Julie Prout on
accounts@thorndon.school.nz.
Poetry Day Fair Newsletter Follow Up.
Splat, splot. As you will have read in the Fair Newsletter on

Hear the rain coming down in the
puddles.

Splitter, splatter,
It's raining in Wellington.
It's the best day to splash in puddles.

Hear the rain insanely coming down
today.

Trees get some drink.
Drink it all yeah.
Drink it all.

By Eleanor Mazey

Monday, we are considering another

fundraising event this year. This could purely be a
fundraiser or it could also play a social role,
helping build community spirit within the school.
We are looking for volunteers to help run such an
event so we don’'t add further workload to our busy
Fair Committee.

Please contact me: principal@thorndon.school.nz ,
if you would like to help.

We also would like to get an idea of parents’
preferences in relation to such an event.

To gage interest we have set up a very brief online
survey, using Survey Monkey.
http://www.surveymonkey.com/s/537TDQ7

You will find here some options for the type of
event and options for timing. Please take a few
minutes to complete the survey.

Cookies Junior Football

It was a good game.

We had to play in the rain and wind and the other team won.

Report from player of the day last week: Poppy Svenson.
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Three Way Conferences and Reporting

As a staff we've talked a lot about our reporting process. One thing that has come out of the discussion
is agreement on our shared belief in the value of Three Way Conferences. We see them as an
opportunity for students to present their learning in an accepting environment, to reflect on goals set
previously and to look ahead and set goals for the rest of the year. We believe Three Way Conferences
can play a very important role in developing students’ self-awareness and that they contribute
significantly to their ability to manage their own learning.

With National Standards being inserted into the sequence of our usual reporting progression, teachers
have voiced concern over the impact these could have on the Three Way Conferences. We believe that
Three Way Conferences are not really the best venue for discussion of these reports. Our reasons for
thinking this are, firstly, there is a lot to cover already and, secondly, this discussion might have a
negative impact on the tone of the conferences where students will be present.

However we do wish to ‘clear the air’ with any parents who have questions or concerns relating to the
National Standards reports. To facilitate this teachers are going to set aside a period of time for short,
parent-teacher meetings. The time allocated to reporting has been burgeoning this year, so we would
like to keep these meetings within 10 minutes in length. Teachers will contact you by email to outline the
times they will be making available. If you have no questions in respect to the report, you don’t need to
make an appointment.

I would like to reiterate a few things about National Standards reports. So, if you have heard too much
about them already, you can stop reading here.

0 The standards are not norm based.

0 For Year 4 and above the standards are aspirational targets to be reached by the end of the
school year.

0 For Years 1-3 the situation becomes a lot more complicated. The targets are not set for the end
of the school year but for the anniversary of starting school: 1 Year at School, 2 Years at School
and 3 Years at School. Every child will arrive at this point at a different point in the year.

o0 Children’s development is not linear. They do not progress in neat, incremental stages.

0 The difference in wording between many of the standards is minute. There is only one word
differentiating the Year 6 Reading standard from the Year 7 standard. ‘Synthesise’ replaces
‘Integrate’. This makes it very difficult for teachers to discriminate between levels.

0 Teachers are coming to grips with these standards just like you are. There has been a very short
lead time for implementation.

Te Wiki O Te Reo Maori

Last week Rm 11 made Maori fried
bread to celebrate Maori language
week. The focus for 2010 is food. We
had been saying karakia kai before
eating last week and decided it would
be good to share some food together.
Firstly we wanted to have a hangi but
our school grounds are a little small,
being so close to the city. Some of us
have tried Maori fried bread before and
loved it, especially with golden syrup!

It was fun to make together and waiting
for the dough to rise. It is probably not
very healthy, but it's ok to have treats
every now and again! Room 11
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Creative Writing Group

wids Corne,

This week we looked at a poem calladyellesby Arthur Rimbaud. It is about the vowel sounds and
colour associations they had for him. There were so manystentesponses that | decided to combin
them into one composite poem, rather than publishing thempaifegely.

Vowels (A tribute to Arthur Rimbaud)

Yellow, Red, White, Brown, Grey.

A E |, O, U.

Colours each with succinct meanings.
Vowels that take us there too.

A — yellow, like a sun or blooming dandelion,
like happiness from a smiley face, bright
and cheerful as the colour of light.

E — blood red, the stain that taints the dawn | watch in bed.

| —white, a colour that isn’t, blank, hard, cold and scary.
It has invisible eyes that stare straight through you,
even when your eyes are closed.

O —is brown. Mind boggling and strange, but still warm.
O is the colour of the dirt after a rainfall
or the bottom of your shoes after cross country.

U is like the pebbles | used to try to skip in the ocean
and the boredom on a rainy day. Grey.

(A collaboration by the members of the Creative Writing Group.)

the

Mrs Huntington Jimmy Mrs Robinson
Her eyes are as blue as the sea. He is a Tui singing happily. This teacher has hair like a gold sun.
She is as pretty as the sun He plays loud drums. This teacher has blue eyes like blue
glistening on the sea. He smells like berries. water and is beautiful like a rose.
A netball sensation. He has blue eyes like the sky. She looks like a happy sun
She is as happy as a horse in its He has black hair like a black cloud. | and is skinny like a branch.
stable. He teaches us keyboard. She always smells like flowers,
She is as smart as a dictionary and And she is very good at maths.
a calculator at the same time. By Caithi Cummings She has a very white face.
She is a very nice and kind teacher.
By Stella Saul
By Shi Yi Nan Lou
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Nan

She takes care of me too much like a driver on a
bus.

She will always be here with me.

She’s free from the earth you see.

She always makes a frown upside down.

She makes miserable days much better.

By Rangipai Te Hau — Grant

Mogmusic
Private tuition available for this term: -
PIANO BEGINNERS age 5 — 8 years.

RECORDER BEGINNERS age 7 — 12 years.
GUITAR BEGINNERS age 8 — 12 years.

Also, tuition in guitar and piano for adult beginners.

All lessons held at MOGMUSIC studio in Brooklyn.

Please phone MOGGIE GRAYSON 3848-213 to
book in.

Replacement Clothes

For various reason we regularly need to provide
children with a change of clothes. We have
currently got to the point where our supply is very
low. So please return any ‘loan’ clothes you may
have forgotten at home.

Further to that, if you have any clothes at home
that your child no longer fits, you might like to send
them along to school. We are particularly looking
for trousers, small underpants, and socks.

RUMBLE
IN THE
JUMBLE
Aro Valley Community Jumble Sale
9am — 5pm THIS Saturday 7th August 2010
Aro Valley Community Centre
48 Aro Street (by the park)
Come for treasures and coffeel!

All proceeds to the Aro Valley Community Centre
and the Aro Valley Pre-school.

Coming to Wellington for the First Time
this Month

At the show you will find products that cater to food
allergies and intolerances, asthma, eczema, irritable
bowel syndrome, plus vegetarian, vegan and organic
diets.

There is a free seminar series running both days with
practical advice from leading experts. Speakers
include: Dr Vincent St Aubyn Crump , Allergy
Specialist, member of the Society of

Clinical Immunology & Allergy (ASCIA); Dr Rodney
Ford, Paediatric Gastroenterologist; Anna Richards ,
Registered Dietitian specialising in allergies and
intolerances; Deborah Bush , CEO of Endometriosis
New Zealand.

Entry to the show is only $10, and children under five
get in free. Print out this email and bring it with you to
claim your free gift.

For more show information, go to
www.glutenallergy.co.nz.

Wellington Gluten Free Food and Allergy Show
28-29 August 2010, TSB Bank Arena, 10am-5pm

Starlight Story Time

Wadestown Presbyterian Church are holding a
'Starlight Story Time' community event on Friday
20th August from 6.30 to 7.30pm at Wadestown
Presbyterian Church, 118 Wadestown Road
Wadestown (opposite the Wadestown Plunket
Rooms). This event is suitable for children from
babies up to 9 or 10 year olds.

The evening includes songs, stories, a puppet
show and supper. This is a free event we just ask
for koha (donation) for supper.

Please contact Angela Rampton on 027 353 1979
if you want any further information.
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Thorndon Screamers Sports Report
Soccer: 1 August

On Sunday we played an exciting game of soccer
against the Wellington United Panthers. It was
pretty full on. The score at half time was 0-0. We
had our half time lollies. Then it was time for 2™
half kick off. We were all running up and down the
field. Until the ball went in our goal - they had
scored a goal. It was scary and we felt
disappointed.

We were still trying to score goals. Our coach told
us only 6 minutes left. We shot, but the ball didn’t
go in the goal. We went back to half way. Erin
told the team we must win or tie. A second later
Erin ran as fast as she could and scored a goal. It
was 1-1I A few minutes later the ball was out and
Erin threw the ball to Lucy and Lucy scored a goal.
We were really excited! Another few minutes later
Mia and Ally got a goal by passing it to each other.
The score was 3-1.

A couple of seconds later Mia was up there trying
to score a goal, but then the whistle blew and the
game was finished. We did our cheers and ate our
lollies. The players of the day were Mia and Ally for
their good team work. Afterwards we were all
talking about our 3 goals in 6 minutes.

By Erin and Alexandra, Room 8

Celebrating Dads in NZ...

Father’'s Day is coming up. Why not take a late
lunch, finish work early, pick up your kids and have
an afternoon to remember at Plunket’s free fun
event for families.

TSB Arena, Monday, 30 August, 1-5pm

Meet The All Blacks

Meet popular storybook character, the
Gruffalo

Kids make a Father’s Day card
Challenge Levi, the Mitre 10 Mega man
Build a toolbox with Mitre 10 Mega
Police dog displays

Fire engines

Bouncy castles

Join the fun and celebrate being a Dad with your
kids! www.plunket.org.nz

2011 Enrolments

At the moment we are receiving enrolment
enquiries for next year on a daily basis.

We are very interested to know whether children
already here may have siblings turning 5 next year
that we don’t know about. Or, if you know of any
children outside of our community, whose parents
are wanting to enrol them here but have not yet
sent us an enrolment form, please let us know as
soon as possible.

Entertainment Books

The 2010/2011 Entertainment Book is this year’s best investment, but your time is running out!

We only have 2 copies left.

Entertainment Books feature many of the area’s best restaurants, cafes, hotel accommodation,
attractions and activities, all with valuable 25% to 50% off and 2-for-1 offers. Purchase an Entertainment
Book for only $60 and you'll receive over $15,000 in valuable offers that you and your family can use all
year through to June, 2011! The best part is that $12.00 goes towards our fundraising — so far this year
we've raised $1,500 for Thorndon School. So contact the school office now to ensure you don’t miss out
on your copy of the 2010/2011 Wellington Entertainment Book.
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