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www.thorndon.school.nz                                                                                                                      29 July 2010 
office@thorndon.school.nz                                                                                      principal@thorndon.school.nz   
 

Whaia te iti kahuranga ki te tuahu koe me he maunga teitei. 

Aim for the highest cloud so that if you miss it, you will hit a lofty mountain. 

 
 

Action List 

    
Have you checked whether your activity fee 
and school donation payments are up-to-date? 

 Have you sent in any feedback on the  ASC 
programme? 

 

    
 Please try to send some feedback on reports.  Have you checked the netball draw?  

www.nsnetball.co.nz 
 

 
 

Dear Parents  
 

Kia ora.   We are now settling into the term and making a few adjustments.  I didn’t mention last week 
that we have had a few staffing changes and there have been some consequential rearrangements.  Jay 
is now in England, where he will be working for a year.  Natasha Jackson is filling his position for the 
interval.  Natasha was previously employed at the school to facilitate our extension and enrichment 
programmes.  These have been reorganised and are starting to come back on stream.  (More about 
these later in this newsletter.)  The other staffing change this term is that Alwyn Rees has stepped in to 
teach Room 7, Monday-Thursday, so I can look after things for Bill. 
 
While this looked on paper like a quiet term, a buzz of activity is already starting to build.  There are 
currently two important creative events on the horizon.  Meta Beyers and Rebecca Robinson are working 
with Diana Neild on turning her books Piggity-Wiggity Jiggity Jig and Dad’s Café and Piggity-Wiggity 
Jiggity Jig and the School Concert into a play to be performed at Capital E on Sunday 15 August at 
10:30 – 11:00 as part of the Storylines Drama Festival.  This performance involves 26 students, who 
each go through several costume changes. 
 
The other up-coming event to look out for is the Art Splash WoW (Wearable World of Art).  We have 17 
students participating, who have done a lot of work on producing some wonderfully extravagant 
wearable art pieces. They will be ready to wow you on Tuesday, 17 August at 8:00pm at the MFC. 
Tickets are available from Hela at $4:00 each. 
 
Alistair du Chatenier 

�
When we had our massage circle it 
felt relaxing and good.  First we 
drew cloud shapes on each other’s 
backs and then we drew raindrops 
that got harder and harder.  Then 
we started doing thunder and 
lightening.  At the end we leant back 
on to each other’s tummies.  

      Kate Silcock 

At reading time Room 1 
made a massage circle.  We 
made it in our classroom.  
We rubbed each other’s 
backs and then leant back 
on each other.  It was fun. 
 

Frances Upton�
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Term 3 Calendar 
 

Aug 3 BoT Meeting 
Aug 6 Quadrangular Chess Tournament 
Aug 10 Tackle Rugby Competition 
Aug 12 Central Zone Swimming competition 
Aug 15 Piggity Wiggity Performance 
Aug 16 Wearable Arts rehearsal MFC 
Aug 17 Wearable Arts performance 8pm MFC 
Aug 17 Girl Black Rugby Year 5 – 8 
Aug 19 Regional Junior Chess Championship 
Aug 24  Rugby Tournament Year 5-6 
  
Sep 1 Central Zone Speech Competition 
Sep 6 3 way conferences begin. 
Sep 7 Winter Sports Festival Year 5-6 
Sep 8 Inter zone Swimming 
Sep 14 Winter Sports Festival Year 7-8 
Sep 20  Science Roadshow 
Sep 21  Science Roadshow 
Sep 21 BoT Meeting 
Sep 22 Jump Rope for Heart 
Sep 24 Term Ends  

Extension & Enrichment 
 
I mentioned earlier in the newsletter that we are 
rearranging our extension and enrichment 
programme.  If you were wondering what this 
relates to, these are a set of programmes mainly 
offered to senior students who have demonstrated 
potential in one of a range of areas.  Some of the 
programmes currently in place include: 
 
Young Leaders                              Year 6 -  8 
Sports Squad                                 Year 7  - 8 
Enviro Group                                 Year 1  - 8 
Maths Problem Solving                Year 6 - 8 
Extension Writing Group             Year 7 - 8 
Tournament of Minds                   Year 5 - 8 
Future Problem Solving               Year 5 - 8 
Mzilla                                              Year 7 – 8 
Songwriters Group                       Year 6 – 8 
Band                                              Y ear 5 – 8 
 
 

New Children 
We had so many new pupils start last week that I 
forgot to mention one.  Jordan Hazelwood joined 
the new entrants class last Monday.  
 

Jordan Hazlewood Y1 R2 - Harakeke 
 
We welcome Jordan and his family to the Thorndon 
School Community. 
Successes 
Two students from Ruma Karaka, Sophie 
Montague-Cripps and Harrison Campbell, have 
achieved the gold award for Mathletics.  This is 
quite an accomplishment, requiring skill, 
determination and perseverance.  To reach gold 
level requires you to work your way through a 
pyramid structure of other levels.  To reach gold I 
believe you have to first achieve four silver and for 
each silver four bronze awards. 
 
I checked with staff and they were not aware of 
anyone else achieving this level.  Could you let me 
know if this is not correct.  It is great to see children 
making good use of their Mathletics accounts. 
 

Hill St Junior Food Detectives 
Bring your junior food detectives (ages 4-8 years) 
along to get up close and personal with Hill St 
Farmers’ Market and Urban Harvest producers at: 
 

Hill St Junior Food Detectives 
What:  Kids, discover how producers grow, 
harvest, make or catch their food and 
participate in hands on foodie activities 
(such as planting seeds, making smoothies, 
kneading bread, decorating cupcakes) 
before preparing your own afternoon snack 
with help from a local chef. 
When: 1:30-3:30pm Saturday 14 August  
Where: Hill St Farmers’ Market (Wellington 
Cathedral of St Paul Carpark), Hill St, 
Thorndon (alternate venue to be advised if 
raining) 
Cost:  $9.50 per child (Adults free) 
 

Order tickets online at www.urbanharvest.co.nz or 
by emailing info@hillstfarmersmarket.org.nz . This 
event is part of the Wellington on a Plate culinary 
festival. Only 60 tickets available so get in quick.  

Junior Football 
The Cookies defaulted to the Brooklyn Stars on Sunday, due to a shortage of players at the start of the 
game.  Thanks to the Brooklyn team kindly letting some of their players join our team, we got to play a 
game.  The Cookies lost, but played well.  Caitlyn Frawley got Player of the Day for her defence.  Caitlyn 
said "I like playing soccer.  I enjoy trying to get the ball in the goal."   
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Parent Contact List 
 
We have received a request that we distribute a list 
of parent telephone contacts. We have done this 
previously and many parents have found it useful. 
Before we do so we need to give all parents the 
opportunity to say whether they would like to have 
their contact details excluded from the list.  We are 
counting on parents to make that known to us 
promptly, so we can get a list out to parents. 

Mid-Year Reports 
 
Thank you to those parents who have sent in 
feedback on the mid-year, National Standards 
based reports. I am still hoping to get further 
feedback, so please give the topic some thought. 
 
From the feedback I have received so far I have 
noted two major strands of opinion.  The first was 
extremely positive.  Several parents commented 
on the clarity and readability of the reports.  The 
“What You Can Do At Home” section was also 
very well received. 
 
On the less positive side several parents felt that 
there was a lack of alignment between what they 
heard during the 3 Way Conference and what 
they read in the reports.  I hope this is an issue 
that we will address as we integrate the National 
Standards into our 3 Way Conference reporting.  
 
One point that may need reiteration is that 
National Standards are not norm based, i.e. they 
do not represent a national average.  Rather, 
they are ‘standards’ based, i.e. a specific set of 
performance criteria have been created.  In 
theory it would be possible for all or none of the 
population to achieve the standard. The current 
Ministry expectation for these standards is that 
about 40% of each year group should achieve the 
standard by the end of the year.  Of course this, 
as yet, is totally untested. 

Urban Harvest School Lunches 
Save yourself some time and order your kids tasty 
and nutritious Urban Harvest School Lunches for 
delivery direct to Thorndon School on Fridays. Order 
online by 9:30pm Wednesday night.  Choose from 
Sizzling Sausages, Mamma Mia (pasta salad), 
Sushi Samba and more. For the full range, go to 
www.urbanharvest.co.nz/category/school-lunches.  
Click on see my stall for details on how to order. 
 
30c from each lunch ordered will be donated to 
Thorndon School! Lunches will be delivered before 
midday on Friday and your child can pick up from 
the school office.   At Urban Harvest, you can also 
order tasty local food for home delivery.  Any 
questions, please call Urban Harvest on 3854200 or 
email them at info@urbanharvest.co.nz.  
 

Mobiles For Kids  
 
If you have children aged 8-12, we'd love to talk to 
you about your views on mobile phones.  We're 
planning three sessions at Clark's Cafe in the 
Wellington Library on August 3, 4 and 5 - tea, coffee 
and muffins are on us!  If you're interested, please 
text or call us on 021 244 5481, and we'll call you 
once the details are confirmed.  Thanks very much 
for your help! 
Dave Handcock 
 

Kelly Sports 
 
Kelly Sports  is starting a Pre-School Indoor 
Football Programme  (ages 1-5) at Wellington 
Indoor Sports  in Newtown on Tuesday 10 th 
August .  
 
We teach your child football skills whilst the 
games and drills encourage team work, build 
confidence, improve coordination, game play and 
spatial awareness, all in a safe and fun indoor 
environment.  For more information take a look at 
our website www.ksports.co.nz or contact the 
office for more information at 
rachel@kellysports.co.nz or on 04 972 7201.  
 

School Accounts 
 
Prompt payment of accounts makes the running of 
the school much more manageable and allows us to 
implement the programmes we so much want to 
offer your children.  Statements are being sent home 
today for activity fees and school donations.  If you 
have any queries about your account do not hesitate 
to contact our accounts manager, Julie Prout: 
accounts@thorndon.school.nz.  She is very 
approachable and well informed. 
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During the second half of Term 2 all our students were involved in writing Character 
Descriptions.  Here is a sample from Room 4. 
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Mogmusic 
 
Private tuition available for this term: - 
 
PIANO BEGINNERS age 5 – 8 years. 
RECORDER BEGINNERS age 7 – 12 years. 
GUITAR BEGINNERS age 8 – 12 years. 
 
Also, tuition in guitar and piano for adult beginners. 
 
All lessons held at MOGMUSIC studio in Brooklyn. 

Please phone MOGGIE GRAYSON 3848-213 to 
book in. 

Help Wanted With a New Study on Step or 
Blended Families 
 
The Families Commission has identified the need 
to better understand the challenges faced by step 
or blended families.  They have helped fund a new 
study by researchers from the Roy McKenzie 
Centre for the Study of Families at Victoria 
University, who are conducting the ‘Overcoming 
the challenges to re-partnering’ study.  The study 
aims to investigate how couples and children deal 
with the issues that typically face these families. 
 
Dr Jeremy Robertson, Deputy Director of the Roy 
McKenzie Centre, is interested in talking to 
members of married or cohabiting stepfamilies who 
have been together for at least five years.  
Participation would involve one interview of 
approximately one hour, at a time and place to suit 
the parent.  The results of these studies will be 
valuable for organizations’ and individuals who 
work with families, government organizations’ who 
make policies related to families and stepfamilies 
themselves. 
 
For more information contact - 
Dr Jeremy Robertson 
Phone: 04 463 6831 or 021 143 8712 
Email: jeremy.robertson@vuw.ac.nz 
Roy McKenzie Centre for the Study of Families, 
Victoria University, PO Box 600, Wellington 

GUITAR, PIANO, BASS or SAX?  
Here's what I can offer you: 
 
-A full satisfaction guarantee 
-Lessons in the comfort of your home for no extra 
charge 
-A great grounding in theory, improvisation, ear 
training and performance 
-Free admission to two group workshops of your 
choice, run through Effortless Music (worth $200) 
-Recordings of each of your lessons, uploaded to 
your own section of the Effortless Music website 
 
I have a BMus from the NZ School of Music and 20 
years of experience in Jazz, Rock, Pop, Classical 
and Electronic Music. To get started, contact 
James on 027 427 4052 or 
jamesmasonmusic@gmail.com 

Kelburn Brownies - Recruiting Now!  

GirlGuiding Wellington has just opened a new 
Brownie unit in your area!  GirlGuiding is all about 
preparing girls for making the most of life ahead. 

Our aim is to help girls develop skills, knowledge, 
values and a sense of adventure through an 
experiential learning ‘hands on’ programme that’s 
designed to be relevant to the interests of today’s 
girls. 

Brownies is for girls aged 7 to 9 ½ years and we 
would like all girls to come and check out Brownies 
to see what we have to offer! Brownies meet 
between 4pm – 6.30pm on Mondays at Kelburn 
Scout Hall. 
 
If you have girls who are aged 9 ½, we also have 
places available at Kelburn Guides. Guides meet 
at Kelburn Scout hall on Thursdays between 7pm 
– 8.30pm.  If you are interested in joining, please 
contact:  Inge Little, Phone: 499 0489 
Email: tinakori@guides.wellington.net.nz 

ALL NEW CONTENT! After-School Computer 
Programme at Samuel Marsden Collegiate 
 
Bubble Dome is continuing an exciting new 
afterschool programme in 3D Animation, Games 
Design and Inventions at Samuel Marsden 
Collegiate and Scots College this term 
on Wednesday afternoons for 8 weeks starting 
August 4th. This is an 8 week programme, open 
for all students aged 6- 13 years interested in 
Computers, Art, Design, and Inventions. Students 
will be given a software list so they can continue 
using the software for their own school and 
personal projects providing hours of learning and 
creative opportunities! Spaces strictly limited.  
 
For questions Tel: 09 622 0670 or 
Email: info@bubbledome.co.nz or 
Visit: www.bubbledome.co.nz. 
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GO-KAN-RYU KARATE   

Classes for all the family (Adults, children 5+ & 
families). 

*Learn Self Defence  * Build Confidence  *Increase 
Fitness  *Relieve Stress * Improve Self Esteem 
 *Increase Focus and Concentration.  

Contact Louise 021 522-395 

 www.gkrkarate.com  

 

New Zealand Poetry Day 
 
Friday July 30th 2010 
5:30pm until 7:30pm 
To be held at: - 
Museum of Wellington City and Sea 
Queens Wharf 
A special invite has been made to all the 
worthy Ballroom Café Poets 
to read at this event to celebrate New Zealand 
Poets 
Children are keen on the beauty, rhythm, sound 
and humour of words. 
Come and hear their winning poems written in their 
workshops. 
Time 5:30 till 6:00 pm 
Then it's the Adults' turn to read their poems in the 
Open Mic section 
Time 6:00 till 7:30 pm 
MC : Neil Furby 
For further information contact 
Neil at ballroompoetrycafe@gmail.com 
Marie at marie.murdoch@paradise.net.nz 
or ring Marie at (04) 934 2752 

2011 Enrolments 
 
At the moment we are receiving enrolment 
enquiries for next year on a daily basis.   

We are very interested to know whether children 
already here may have siblings turning 5 next year 
that we don’t know about.  Or, if you know of any 
children outside of our community, whose parents 
are wanting to enrol them here but have not yet 
sent us an enrolment form, please let us know as 
soon as possible. 

Phone List 
 
Please DO NOT put my/our phone number on the class phone list. 
 
 
Caregiver Name 
 
 
Child’s Name                                                                               Room Number 
 
Please return this note or send an email to office@thorndon.school.nz before Friday, 6 July to avoid your 
number being published. 

Entertainment Books 
 
The 2010/2011 Entertainment Book is this year’s best investment, but your time is running out! 
 
We only have 5 copies left. 
 
Entertainment Books feature many of the area’s best restaurants, cafes, hotel accommodation, 
attractions and activities, all with valuable 25% to 50% off and 2-for-1 offers.  Purchase an Entertainment 
Book for only $60 and you’ll receive over $15,000 in valuable offers that you and your family can use all 
year through to June, 2011!  The best part is that $12.00 goes towards our fundraising – so far this year 
we’ve raised $1,500 for Thorndon School.  So contact the school office now to ensure you don’t miss out 
on your copy of the 2010/2011 Wellington Entertainment Book. 
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