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Action List 

    
Have you checked your child has all the 
stationery he or she needs for the new term? 

 Have you sent in any feedback on the  ASC 
programme? 

 

    
 Please try to send some feedback on reports.  Have you checked the netball draw?  

www.nsnetball.co.nz 
 

 
 
 
 

Dear Parents  
 

Kia ora.   We have made a quiet and settled start to Term 3.  (Long may it last.)  Term 3 is a business 
term, fully occupied with the business of teaching and learning. We have reported on student 
achievement and now we continue working towards realising students’ learning goals.  These goals will 
be reviewed during the next round of Three Way Conferences at the end of this term and hopefully good 
progress will be observed. 
 
As many of you will be aware Bill Sutton has been awarded a principal’s sabbatical for the duration of 
this term.  I will be keeping his seat warm for the interval.  So far it has been very much a matter of doing 
just that, sitting in his seat and answering emails and completing forms.  Once I get the hang of that part, 
I hope to get out and about a bit more, observing students at work and talking to any parents who have 
time to chat.  Interestingly, when I took chess club on Monday, some of the students asked who was 
being principal while I was with them in the library.  There seems to be a perception that for all to be well 
in the school someone has to be sitting in the principal’s chair. 
 
Alistair du Chatenier 
 
All Whites’ Parade 
 
Most of our classes have just arrived back from the All Whites’ Parade starting outside Parliament. 
Football seems to be in very good health in Wellington with Ricky Herbert doing well with both the All 
Whites and the Phoenix.  The Phoenix has a big preseason challenge this Friday with a game against 
the Argentine club, Boca Juniors.  Perhaps some of you will be there. 
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Term 3 Calendar 
 

Jul 19 Term begins 
Jul 26 Rooms 1, 5, 9 and 10 to RNZAF Band  
Jul 27 Year 5/6 netball Competition 
Jul 28 Year 7/8 netball competition 
  
Aug 3 BoT Meeting 
Aug 6 Quadrangular Chess Tournament 
Aug 10 Tackle Rugby Competition 
Aug 12 Central Zone Swimming competition 
Aug 17 Girl Black Rugby Year 5 – 8 
Aug 24  Rugby Tournament Year 5-6 
  
Sep 1 Central Zone Speech Competition 
Sep 6 3 way conferences begin. 
Sep 7 Winter Sports Festival Year 5-6 
Sep 8 Inter zone Swimming 
Sep 14 Winter Sports Festival Year 7-8 
Sep 20  Science Roadshow 
Sep 21  Science Roadshow 
Sep 21 BoT Meeting 
Sep 22 Jump Rope for Heart 
Sep 24 Term Ends  

Successes 
 
Towards the end of last term I had the pleasure of 
working with a group of students from Room 8 on 
developing concepts for plays.  In doing this we 
were responding to a project set up by Capital E.  
All schools in Wellington were invited to participate. 
The project is for students between 10 and 13 
years of age. From all the proposals submitted, 
twelve were to be selected to go on to the script 
development stage. Lily Crampton from Room 8 
was one of the authors to have a proposal 
selected.  
 
She spent time during the last holidays learning 
about scriptwriting and will be working on a draft 
script during this term.  Her script will then be 
workshopped and she will receive feedback from 
‘playmarket’.  She will also receive training in 
lighting and stagecraft.  At the end of the year, a 
director and actors will be selected and her play 
will be performed.  Well done Lily. What an 
opportunity. 
 

New Children 
We have several new children this week.  They are: 
 

Caitlin Geerts Y1 R2 - Harakeke 
Abigail Geerts Y1 R2 - Harakeke 

Nico Love Y2 R4 - Tawhai 

Brooklyn Love Y6 R8 - Kowhai 
Arlo Stocker Y2 R1 - Nikau 
Seth Donaldson Y1 R2 - Harakeke 
Madeleine Swaine Y3 R1 - Nikau 
Elizabeth Evans Y1 R2 - Harakeke 

 

Caitlin and Abigail are the twin sisters of Dylan in 
Room 7.  You can read about his impression of 
them later in the newsletter. 
Brooklyn is return to Thorndon after a break away in 
Marlborough for a few years.  Nico is his little 
brother. 
Arlo Stocker comes to us from Wilford School in 
Petone. 
Madeleine has a brother, Joshua, in Room 3. 
Elizabeth has a sister, Kiri, in Room 1. 

Hill St Junior Food Detectives 
Bring your junior food detectives (ages 4-8 years) 
along to get up close and personal with Hill St 
Farmers’ Market and Urban Harvest producers at: 
 

Hill St Junior Food Detectives 
What:  Kids, discover how producers grow, 
harvest, make or catch their food and 
participate in hands on foodie activities 
(such as planting seeds, making smoothies, 
kneading bread, decorating cupcakes) 
before preparing your own afternoon snack 
with help from a local chef. 
When: 1:30-3:30pm Saturday 14 August  
Where: Hill St Farmers’ Market (Wellington 
Cathedral of St Paul Carpark), Hill St, 
Thorndon (alternate venue to be advised if 
raining). 
Cost:  $9.50 per child (Adults free) 
 

Order tickets online at www.urbanharvest.co.nz or 
by emailing info@hillstfarmersmarket.org.nz . This 
event is part of the Wellington on a Plate culinary 
festival. Only 60 tickets available so get in quick.  

Junior Football 
The Cookies have developed a great sense of football this year.  They are making their own decisions 
from goal kicks to throw-ins and are playing really well as a team.  This week we talked about keeping 
close possession of the ball and Sophie Wiles and Rebekah Peters scored two cracking goals.  Well 
done Cookies on a well deserved win! 
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written reporting on National Standards we will not 
be pursuing these (conferences) with the same 
vigour as we did in term 2.  
 
Our reporting schedule will be reconfigured next 
year with first Three Way Conference coming earlier 
in the year, at the end of the first term. 
 
Mid Year Reports: 
 
Having received your feedback on Three Way 
Conferences, we would now like to get some 
feedback on the mid year reports. You might like to 
make a general comment about their usefulness in 
principle, then give us some feedback on specifics.  
I say this because, as a first effort to respond to the 
National Standards, there are sure to be some 
inconsistencies and inadequacies in individual 
reports. (We are still learning how to do this and 
obviously have things to work on.) However, we 
need not let these problems disqualify the format we 
are currently using out of hand. 
 
We are now required to report twice each year in 
plain language, in a written form, against National 
Standards.  I would be particularly interested to 
know if the reports were easily understood.  We will 
certainly do some work in this area if this is not the 
case. 
Urban Harvest School Lunches 
Save yourself some time and order your kids tasty 
and nutritious Urban Harvest School Lunches for 
delivery direct to Thorndon School on Fridays.  
Order online by 9:30pm Wednesday night.  Choose 
from Sizzling Sausages, Mamma Mia (pasta salad), 
Sushi Samba and more.  For the full range, go to 
www.urbanharvest.co.nz/category/school-lunches.  
Click on see my stall for details on how to order. 
 
30c from each lunch ordered will be donated to 
Thorndon School!  Lunches will be delivered before 
midday on Friday and your child can pick up from 
the school office.   At Urban Harvest, you can also 
order tasty local food for home delivery.  Any 
questions, please call Urban Harvest on 3854200 or 
email them at info@urbanharvest.co.nz.  
 

Three Way Conferences 
 
Thank you for your feedback on the Three Way 
Conferences.  There were 60 responses which 
represents – because of the juniors and new 
arrivals who do not have a conference – almost 
25% of those attending. 
 
The responses were universally positive, with the 
booking system and the ability to set goals with 
children receiving the most positive comments.  
The team approach to learning promoted by 
these conferences also received positive 
comment. 
 
There were a number of suggestions made, 
some of which were useful and worth pursuing.  
Others were more difficult to achieve. 

·  Some people suggested that longer 
sessions would be useful and while this is 
possibly true, logistically it becomes very 
difficult. 

·  Some suggested that it would be useful to 
have time alone with the teacher to 
discuss issues that they might not want to 
discuss with children present. Our 
suggestion is always that parents contact 
teachers to make another time if there is 
something they want to discuss without 
the child present.  

·  Some suggested that they should be done 
each term, but, since there must be a 
trade off between time allocated to 
teaching and to reporting, there would be 
too much time involved for this to be 
feasible. 

·  One person suggested that a written 
report go home each term.  This is 
something we have moved away from and 
perhaps the introduction of the mid year 
report will satisfy this person. 

·  There were a couple of suggestions that 
information on what the teacher/child 
would like to discuss should be requested 
before the meeting and this is something 
that we will follow up.  Some teachers 
already do this and it would be sensible to 
standardise this across the whole school. 

 
Our original timetable has us scheduled to have 3 
way conferences again towards the end of Term 
3 and the present intention is to stick to this 
commitment but, because of the added work load 
brought about by the requirement for “mid year’  

Flute Lessons 
 
Experienced flute teacher available for individual 
tuition. Very central location! Mondays or Thursdays. 
All levels, all ages. 
Non-classical students welcome. First lesson free. 
Phone:  Erin on 0276342046. 
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During the second half of Term 2 all our students were involved in writing Character Descriptions.  Here 
is a small sample from Room 7. 
 

My Twin Sisters 
 

I have twin sisters called Abby and Catie. They hide from me. When that doesn`t work they tickle me 
which my sisters think is playing with me.  However they also like to do art. Abby + Catie = alarm 
because together they are l-l-o-o-u-u-d-d!!!  They sound like a fire alarm.  They like to go bowling.  Catie 
wears black shoes.  Also they like to wear skirts. Abby wears a jersey with flowers on it.  They have blue 
eyes.  Every night I read to them.  It’s awesome having two sisters, because I am the big brother. 

By: Dylan Geerts 
 
Dylan’s sisters have just started at Thorndon School this week. 
 

William 
 

William has brown eyes, browner than a leaf in autumn.  His nose is redder than red fruit like 
raspberries.  I wonder if baby William’s got soft wood because his hair looks like wood!  What if William 
was the smallest baby in the whole world because he is like as small as a book.  I wonder if William has 
lipstick because his mouth looks like he put on baby lipstick!  I knew that William has a tan and white 
so... imagine this white chocolate and strawberry mixed up great. 
 
He plays like a fish swimming in the sea wiggling its tail.  I know that William was born on January the 
sixth.  I love the way he smiles.  It shines really bright as the sunshine.  I called William’s mum and I 
heard that he loves to go to the dishwasher.  YAY I know something top secret he is my cousin and only 
the baby in my dad’s family.  

By:  Coco Scott-Howman 
My Uncle  

 
My uncle has lots of animals.  He’s my dad’s brother.  He has a wife called Linda.  He is a teacher.  The 
only animals that are allowed in his house are two dogs and one cat.  He’s one of the tallest guys I 
know.  One of his dogs is really active.  I mostly play with him with the ball.  My uncle is the best cyclist I 
know.  He entered the cycling championship [not the Tour de France]. When he says hello, he says, “Hi 
mate” or “Gidday”.  He’s the most awesome uncle ever. 

By:  Ben Johnstone 
 

Mr Sutton 
 
When he shouts it sounds like a fire alarm.  He has ears as pointy as an elf’s ears.  His noise is as 
slopey as a mountain.  I wonder whether it is going to rain because his moustache looks like a rain 
cloud.  His hair looks like he just got a snowball thrown at him.  Somehow his eyebrows look as bushy 
as an afro. 
Usually I see him smiling and drinking a cup of coffee.  He loves coffee so much he’s like my aunt 
because she loves coffee.  She’s addicted to it.  Sometimes when it’s morning tea or lunch, I see him 
wandering around the school in a leather jacket, seeing how we are going.  He never usually talks to me  
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except when he says hello. I’m just going to guess what he says to naughty kids.  It might go, “Now what 
did you do wrong this time Harry!” or maybe even, “This is the 4th time you’ve come to the office this 
week.  It’s time I talked to your parents!” 
 
I really like Bill Sutton, because he is a lovely principal to work with and he is an awesome teacher.  I 
think he is the most wonderful teacher in New Zealand and the rest of the world.  He probably might win 
a prize for being the first most awesome teacher in the world.  He’s really awesome. 
 

By:  Sophie Montague-Cripps. 
Yes Sophie you are right, he has just won an award. 

Maori Language Week Events continued 
Saturday 31 July, 2.00pm 
Pipitea Marae 
Cost: Cost: free 
Phone 499 4444 to book (by Wednesday 28 July). 
 
Hoko Kai - your waterside marketplace 
Finish off the week by going to the Harbourside 
and City Markets on the waterfront for your fresh 
kai. There will be a variety of music and 
entertainment in te reo as you shop. 
Sunday 1 August, 8.00am - 12 noon 
Wellington waterfront 
 
Mauri Ora 
He toka tu moana, ara he toa rongonui 
(Strong like a rock that stands in raging waters) 
 
Nicky Karu 
Manager, Treaty Relations 
Te Kaunihera o Poneke 
 

Maori Language Week Events 
Te Mahi Kai - Maori Language Week launch 
 
Celebrate -The Language of Food with Hon. Pita 
Sharples in an entertaining celebrity cook-off. 
Monday 26 July, 12 noon - 2.00pm 
Midland Park 
Cost: free 
 
Me Heke ki Poneke - lunchtime concert 
Kai tahi tatou - bring your own lunch and join local 
performers to celebrate te reo Maori. 
Featuring Ria Hall, Poppy Dust, Elena and 
Tumeke, Tahu, I'n'I, Ngati Poneke Maori Club 
Juniors. 
Wednesday 28 July, 12.30pm - 1.30pm 
Civic Square (Ilott Theatre if wet weather, limited 
seating) 
Cost: free 
 
Kai me Koneke - Roller Disco 
Haere mai - come down to Kilbirnie Recreation 
Centre, put your skates on and enjoy a night full of 
fun activities for 5-12 year olds. 
Kai (paramanawa - refreshments) for sale. DJ 
Ayesha, Juse1, Ani and the "Z" team. 
Please bring your own skates or blades if possible 
- we don't have many for hire. Scooters and trikes 
are allowed - but no bikes please. 
Parental supervision is required. 
Friday 30 July, 6.30pm - 9.30pm 
Kilbirnie Recreation Centre 
Cost: gold coin donation 
 
Kai at the Marae - a show and tell by Anne Thorp 
 
Celebrate Maori Language Week - Te Wiki o Te 
Reo Maori - with top New Zealand chef and author 
Anne Thorp. 
Eat and be entertained. Anne shares how to enjoy 
life, be healthy and have fun with food. Everyone 
welcome. Bookings essential. 

Mogmusic 
 
Private tuition available for this term: - 
 
PIANO BEGINNERS age 5 – 8 years. 
 
RECORDER BEGINNERS age 7 – 12 years. 
 
GUITAR BEGINNERS age 8 – 12 years. 
 
Also, tuition in guitar and piano for adult beginners. 
 
All lessons held at MOGMUSIC studio in Brooklyn. 
 

Please phone MOGGIE GRAYSON 3848-213 to 
book in. 
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Help Collect for Samaritans Annual Street 
Appeal  

Friday 20 and Saturday 21 August 2010  

Samaritans provides a confidential 24 hour, 7 day 
a week, listening and support telephone helpline 
for people who are lonely, emotionally distressed 
or may even be contemplating suicide. Trained 
volunteers are there to listen and care. Samaritans 
gets almost no government funding so the funds 
collected from our Street Appeal allow us to 
continue to provide our essential service to those 
who need someone to talk to in times of crisis. 

Each year, we need people to help us collect its a 
way to meet the nicest people and will only take up 
an hour or so of your time. 

We collect in central Wellington, Kilbirnie, Karori 
and Johnsonville during the day on the Friday and 
Saturday. 

Please contact Jo Miller 
marketing@samaritans.org.nz or call 472 3676 to 
register your interest. If you have a preferred day, 
place and time please let us know. 

 

Queen Margaret College and Scots College 
Present 
 
Shared Harmonies 
A Musical Extravaganza to raise funds for charity. 
 
Please join us for an afternoon of high quality 
musical entertainment and see the many talented 
musicians and performers from Scots and Queen 
Margaret Colleges. The concert will include 
performances from a range of musicians including 
the QMC Barbershop who will shortly defend their 
national title, as well as the Colleges’ Jazz Bands, 
Orchestras, Choirs, and an amazing finale with 
over 70 musicians, singers and dancers on stage! 
 
Date: Wednesday 4 August 
Time: 12.45pm for 1pm start 
Venue: Wellington Town Hall 
Cost: Gold coin donation  
 
This concert celebrates our special character and 
community links. This is a charity concert and all 
funds raised by this event will go to Presbyterian 
Support Services in Wellington. Please help us 
support this worthy cause. 
 
Please register your interest and the numbers 
attending to Catherine Reisima on 
reisimac@scotscollege.school.nz by Friday 23rd 
July. 
 
We look forward to seeing you there! 

Artsight Kids and Teens Art Classes 
 
Artsight's Term 3 Art programme offers fun and 
inspiring art classes for kids and teens. Classes 
are held in Wellington (Toi Poneke, 65 Abel Smith 
St) and Lower Hutt (Chilton St James School) and 
taught by registered Visual Arts teachers. 
Bookings essential! 
For more details and to book contact: Fiona (04) 
3862908,021786629 email:fiona@artsight.co.nz, 
www.artsight.co.nz 
 
Many thanks 
 
Fiona Sullivan 
 
04 3862908 
021786629 
 
http://www.artsight.co.nz/ 
 

New Zealand Poetry Day 
 
Friday July 30th 2010 
5:30pm until 7:30pm 
To be held at: - 
Museum of Wellington City and Sea 
Queens Wharf. 
A special invite has been made to all the 
worthy Ballroom Café Poets to read at this 
event to celebrate New Zealand Poets 
Children are keen on the beauty, rhythm, sound 
and humour of words.  Come and hear their 
winning poems written in their workshops. 
Time 5:30 till 6:00 pm 
 
Then it's the Adults' turn to read their poems in the 
Open Mic section 
Time 6:00 till 7:30 pm 
MC:  Neil Furby 
For further information contact 
Neil at ballroompoetrycafe@gmail.com 
Marie at marie.murdoch@paradise.net.nz 

or ring Marie at (04) 934 2752 
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Sunday Diving 
Are you aged 7-11, flexible, fearless & up for a 
challenge? 
SUNDAY DIVING is just for you!  
This weekly session will show you the basics of 
diving in a professional but fun environment. 
 
It includes gym work, using trampolines & gym 
mats & time in the pool learning how to dive. 
 
Sunday Diving is an introduction to an exciting & 
challenging sport. It’s also about keeping fit 
& having some fun. 
 
Pay as you go $10 per session, 2pm-3.30pm every 
Sunday in term 3 at Poneke Rugby Club Gym 
& Wellington Regional Aquatic Centre, Kilbirnie. 
 
(And for mum and dad, this could be the perfect 
time to go for a walk, a bike ride or just enjoy a flat 
white in peace and quiet.) 
 
If you’ve watched the divers at Kilbirnie pool & 
thought you’d like to give it a try….now’s your 
chance! 
 
For more information contact: 
Wellington High Performance Aquatics (WHPA) 
Ph: 021 443-984 
whpa@clear.net.nz 
www.whpa.co.nz  
 

All Star Cheerleaders  
 

All Star Cheerleaders is running free trial classes in 
your area for American Style Cheerleading. Held 
on Mondays at the National Dance and Drama 
Centre. 5-10yrs 4-5.30pm and 11yrs+ 7.30-9pm. 
Everyone is welcome no experience 
necessary. For more information call 0800 
CHEERLEADER or 
www.allstarcheerleaders.co.nz. 
 

Aro Valley Theatre Club – Kids Drama Classes 
– Ages 5-12  
 
Professional and fun classes for kids to investigate 
the ins and outs of acting and creating theatre. At 
AVTC each child gets to explore and develop their 
creative potential, individuality, and abilities to work 
effectively as a group. In this dynamic process we 
develop confidence, spontaneity, coordination and 
movement skills, and improve self awareness and 
communication. As classes progress we create a 
special scene to share at the end of term with 
friends and family at our club headquarters. 
 
AVTC headquarters, Aro Valley Community 
Centres, 48 Aro St 
8 week term commencing Term Three Week 
Two, Wednesdays from July 28                         
3.30 - 4. 25pm - Ages 5-7 
4.30 - 5.30pm - Ages 8-12  
Term Fee: $80 
Registrations essential, places limited. 

Contact Sophie Dingemans 
Email: sophie.dingemans@gmail.com  
Ph: 021 332780 
 
Sophie Dingemans 

 
Involved with children’s education for over 15 
years Sophie has many years experience 
teaching, making and performing theatre and 
dance. A playwright and theatre director, with a 
background as a dancer and actor, Sophie is also 
a Feldenkrais Method® movement education 
teacher. She enjoys bringing this specialist 
understanding of movement in children’s education 
and development to her role as club leader. Sophie 
holds a Master of Arts in Theatre Studies (First 
Class) from University of Auckland, teaches 
Feldenkrais to grown-ups in the city, and is writing 
a new play. 

Pregnancy Assistance 

Do you have baby items you no longer want? 
Pregnancy Assistance would love anything you are 
able to donate so they can continue to provide 
pregnant women and new mothers with the 
clothing, bedding and cloth nappies they need for 
their babies. Label 'Pregnancy Assistance' and 
drop off at the St Vincent de Paul shop in Newtown 
or phone 3897122 for more information. 
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