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“A good holiday is one spent among people whose notions of time are vaguer than yours. 
J B Priestley 

 
 

Action List 
    

Have you sent back the TASC form? 
 Have you sent in any feedback on the  ASC programme?  

    

 Please try to send some feedback on reports  Have you checked the netball draw?  www.nsnetball.co.nz  

 

 

Dear Parents  
 

Kia ora.   The end of Term 2, the start of a new month, newsletter number 20.  We are exactly half way 
through the year. 
 
It is obviously not just us angsting about the National Standards and reporting to parents as they seem 
to have been all over the news in the past day or two.   Our mid-year reports will be posted out today and 
you will be able to make up your own minds about the usefulness or otherwise of what we are doing.  
There was a rather disingenuous interview with the Minister this morning in which she said that schools 
should be reporting on all areas of the curriculum.  She also said that schools did not need to report on 
whether children were at, above, OR below the standards – we could use whatever language we 
choose.  These are not the messages we have been getting and the sample reports on the Ministry’s 
website deal only with the three dimensions of the standards.  It is no wonder teachers, principals and 
boards are confused.  The minister also seems to be ignoring the 3 way conferences so many schools 
use now which deal with the whole curriculum. 
 
These written reports are going out because they have to and when I looked at the format we are using it 
felt a bit “back to the future”.  They are, in many ways, very similar in appearance to what schools used 
to send out.  Thorndon has retained a narrative element similar to what we do at the end of the year but 
with the specific emphasis around the standards.   When you get the reports we would be very keen to 
get feedback on how useful you think they are, how you feel about the format, what useful information 
they give you - anything at all.  This is very much a work in progress and we will continue to tweak things 
as we go along – and perhaps as we get more direction from above. 
 
I should stop grumbling really as I have a term off to relax and recover from the frustrations of this 
changed approach to teaching and learning.  I don’t anticipate National Standards or reporting will be 
featuring too largely in my thinking as I sit on beaches in Italy and Greece reflecting on what I have 
heard at the TED conference.  I have now seen the full list of speakers at the conference and I must 
confess that I have heard of very few of them. One I do know is Annie Lennox and am very much looking 
forward to listening to her.   I am sure that the lack of familiarity with the presenters won’t make any 
difference to my enjoyment of the event nor to the generation of ideas and new thinking that I hope to 
get from it.  With 8:30am starts and 7:00pm finishes followed by evening sessions of various sorts it 
promises to be a fairly intense experience and time on the beach might be necessary.  
 
I could say I will be thinking of everyone while I am away and it will probably be partly true.  The thoughts 
might be fleeting though as I concentrate on a few weeks of pure hedonism.  I will stay in touch with the 
school from time to time and may email through things that I think might be of interest to the school staff 
or community.  I hope you all enjoy the holidays, that the term goes well for everyone and that the 
weather is not too unkind.  I will back in the country at the end of August and back in the school for the 
start of the last term of the year – just in time to start thinking about the final reports! 
 

Bill Sutton 
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Term 2 Calendar 
Only one more day of this term so we only have 
next term’s  calendar this week. 
 

Jul  2 Term ends 
  

 
Jul 19 Term begins 
Jul 26 Rooms 1, 5, 9 and 10 to RNZAF Band  
Jul 27 Year 5/6 netball Competition 
Jul 28 Year 7/8 netball competition 
  
Aug 3 BoT Meeting 
Aug 10 TackLE Rugby Competition 
Aug 12 Central Zone Swimming competition 
Aug 17 Girl Black Rugby Year 5 – 8 
Aug 24  Rugby Tournament Year 5-6 
  
Sep 1 Central Zone Speech Competition 
Sep 6 3 way conferences begin. 
Sep 7 Winter Sports Festival Year 5-6 
Sep 8 Inter zone Swimming 
Sep 14 Winter Sports Festival Year 7-8 
Sep 20  Science Roadshow 
Sep 21  Science Roadshow 
Sep 21 BoT Meeting 
Sep 22 Jump Rope for Heart 
Sep 24 Term Ends  

Successes 
 
Last weekend a number of children from school 
took part in the Magic Mile event organised by the 
Wellington  Marathon Clinic in atrocious weather. 
While they were not competing as a school group 
we like to think that some of the things that happen 
at school – like the Wednesday running group that 
Alistair takes – have some influence on their 
decision to take part.  Their parents of course will 
also have had considerable influence! 
 
Well done to the following 
 
Callum Hancock Emily Turner 
Amy Turner Arvalan Sathiyandra 
Jedi Morland-Janes Milo Crispin 
Harrison Campbell Bryn Cropp 

 
 
And, just to demonstrate that the school has a 
broad curriculum we also celebrate Lily Crampton's 
success in passing her  Associated Board of the 
Royal Schools of Music (ABRSM) Clarinet Grade 
01  with  Distinction.  The clarinet has become an 
integral part of the school band this year thanks to 
Lily. 

After School Care 
Thank you to those of you who have sent in 
feedback about the After School Care programme.  
There have not been a huge number of returns but 
every one I have had has been positive.  We are 
still happy to receive more.   Feel free to comment 
on any aspect of the programme - quality of care, 
interactions with parents, value for money, 
administrative efficiency, suggestions for 
improvement, any overall comments.  
 
There are still a lot of the new forms with contact 
and enrolment details to come back.  We would 
really like everyone to return these as the return 
indicates that you have read and understand the 
changes in charging and billing. Can we please get 
the rest of these in as soon as possible 
(Tomorrow?). 

DISCO: 
 
Thanks to everyone who came to Thorndon 
School’s Disco this term! 
 
This is what some people from Room 9 had to say 
about it 
Eliza: It was fun and I liked the DJ. 
Ben: I didn’t like the DJ much because he played 
the same songs too many times. 
Jay: It was excellent; you don’t have to improve on 
anything! 
 
All in all we raised around $600 dollars! 
We hope everyone had an awesome time! 
 
By Vikee, Jerry and Rebecca on behalf of the 
Young Leaders. 

New Children 
We have one new child this week.  He is: 
 

Satwik Meravanage Y5 R6 - Rimu 
 

Satwik and his family arrived in New Zealand from 
Malaysia about a month ago and have now found a 
place inside the zone.   We welcome Satwik and his 
parents to the school community and look forward 
to working with them. 

College Prospectus 
 
 We have a number of prospectuses from 
Wellington College for the parents of any of our 
Year 8 boys who might be interested. 
 
These are available from the office. 
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Sports Reports   
 
Netball Sports Report 
DRIP DRIP DRIP DROP!!! All we could hear and 
see was the rain, we could even taste it! 
 
The netball scores for last Saturday: 
 
Thorndon White : Had their game cancelled due 
to weather conditions, as well as all other games 
after 11am, but Thorndon kept strong, and did a 
friendly game. Winning their friendly game with 
the score of 4/0 shared their victory!! GOOD JOB 
GUYS!!  
 
Thorndon Black:  Also did a friendly game losing 
10/0! That’s ok though ‘cause at Thorndon any 
score counts, and we never give up. Good luck 
next time though!! 
 
Thorndon Red : 18/2, their game wasn’t 
cancelled… excellent job!!  
 
Thorndon Blue : Lost 39/2. but played the top 
team without our two main goalies and this was a 
good result. The other team has 6 Year 8 reps in 
it!! Well done and good on you for never giving 
up. 
 
Well… that’s all from us!     Read here next time 
to check out the Saturday scores! 
 
From Maisie Cossar and Brianna Anglesey!! 
Room 8 
 
 
 
 
 
Soccer Report 
 
Just like the All Whites versus Italy, the Awesome 
Cookies held North Wellington to a draw at 
halftime (against a team that beat us by a double 
digit score last month).  This was a fantastic 
result when you appreciate the Cookies (Year 1 
and 2 girls) are playing in an 8 year old league! 
Player of the day was Caitlyn Frawley with the 
best goal kicks so far this season and special 
mention to Eleanor Mazey for playing wide and in 
space. 
 

Sports Squad Hockey Term 2 
 
Wow!  I’ve had a great time over the last few weeks 
playing hockey with the Sports Squad.   The first day 
we arrived at the Hockey Stadium in Berhampore I 
was shocked at how big the pitches were.  Nearly all 
of us didn’t have any idea of what was coming for 
us. 
 

Our coach was 
Dharsh.  Dharsh 
told us that by the 
end of our first 
session our arms 
would feel like jelly.  

Everyone 
participated in a 
warm up first.  
During our first 

sessions Dharsh showed us some of the skills and 
tips you need when dribbling a ball.  Hardly anybody 
was able to do any of the skills.  Towards the end of 
the session I felt like giving up, but I pushed myself 
to go that little bit further. 

 
After my first two sessions of hockey, I felt that I had 
built up my confidence in myself and I felt like every 
time I went to hockey I would have a better 
understanding of what Dharsh was saying to us.  My 
first feeling about  
hockey was that it 
might be a bit 
boring and difficult, 
but now after four 
sessions of hockey 
I feel like it’s a 
piece of cake and 
that I might want to 
play it in the near 
future.  All of the Sports Squad was involved, and I 
think that all of us enjoyed hockey and we all felt like 
we had built up more confidence in ourselves.   
 
Hopefully I will remember all the skills that Dharsh 
has taught us.  Thanks Dharsh! 
It was a great experience. 
 
Alex Gooch 
 
 
The sports squad has had a busy time this term and 
will continue to be busy next term in spite of the 
changing staff organisation. 
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Board Report 

The Board of Trustees met on Tuesday 29 June. We discussed a number of key issues, covering the 
immediate (reporting to parents on National Standards), the medium term (including the size of the 
school roll and the impact on 2011 enrolment) and the longer term (such as sponsorship).  
 
Did you know that school is now pretty much at an all time high in terms of the size of the roll? This is 
testament to the school's ever-increasing popularity, and recognises the great job being done by Bill, the 
teaching and support staff, and everyone else involved in the wider school community. But it also means 
real challenges for organising classes, results in even more pressure on space, and has meant that we 
have now had to restrict enrolment to children who live "in zone", apart from siblings of current students. 
 
Not surprisingly we spent a significant amount of time talking about the implementation of National 
Standards. This is a "work in progress" and it will be important to hear parents' feedback about the mid 
year reports we will all be receiving this week. We also heard the concerns about increased teacher 
workload resulting from the National Standards; one way in which we can collectively help is for more 
parents (and others such as grandparents) to volunteer to help with out-of-school activities such as 
sport. The parent reps made the point that teachers don't always ask for help, or do so in rather a 
generic non-specific way. But if you or others you know, have a bit of time and energy to spare, please 
get in contact with the school.                                                            .  
 
The Board, particularly Jo Cribb, have been doing some really good work on securing sponsorship. 
Watch this space.                                                                                                                . 
 
Finally we talked briefly about next term. Everything is in place for the school to run smoothly while Bill is 
overseas. Of course there was some light-hearted ribbing about his trip, and we are all looking forward to 
the insights and wisdom that he will return with in term 4! And in the meantime we will continue to 
support Alistair and the rest of the staff for term 3. Enjoy the school holidays!  

James Turner 
Chair, BoT 

Environment Reflection for News Letter 
 

Our school celebrated environment day yesterday. We had a speaker, Gareth, from the Green Party who 
spoke to us about environmental issues.  Every class celebrated and participated in a different way, such 
as, Room 11 made re-useable bags, painted them with enviro images and we gave them away for a 
koha at Thorndon New World. We wanted to encourage people to use re-useable bags for their lunch 
and shopping instead of plastic. We raised $193.50. We were very proud, we also drew enviro chalk 
quotes all over the school, you can see the chalk outside the front entrance of our school, our stairs 
towards our class, and our court. Room Eleven also mulched hay around the gardens to make them 
grow faster and better. All classes showed what they did for enviro day at the end of the day at an 
assembly, everyone was amazed at what happened during the day. The money we raised is going 
towards buying trees for Thorndon school.  
 
Great job Thorndon School! 

�
By Logan And Gillean �  

Rm 11 �  
 

 
Page 4 

 

 
 



THJRONDON SCHOOL NEWSLETTER 
 

Leadership 
 
Yesterday Room 10 and the Young Leaders’ 
Group went down to the Wellington Library to take 
part in some activities on leadership. 
 
Room 10’s Sock puppets 
 
As we arrived we were greeted by Sarah-Jane 
Blake (Sir Peter Blake’s daughter). 
Sarah is known for being a good leader like her 
father who was the captain of the ship that won the 
Americas Cup. Sarah run’s her dads organisation 
which is also known for supporting leadership.  
That is why Sarah Jane Blake came in to help us 
make sock heroes for leadership week. 
 
You’re probably thinking, “What does a sock 
puppet have to do with leadership?”. 
Well our smelly old socks were used to help us 
make a creature who we thought was a good 
leader. Being a good leader isn’t just bossing 
people around,  it is also helping people, develop 
their leadership skills so that they can be a leader 
like their sock heroes. 

   Emma Montague-Cripps 
 

THE DISCO 2  
 
As I entered the hall, music blasted in my ears. 
Multi-coloured lights randomly flashed, along with 
glow sticks and star flashlights. Sitting on a bench 
were fizzy drinks strong enough for a sugar high. 
The stage was crammed with people dancing. 
Frozen ice slowly drifted through the dancers.   
Sparkles on dresses reflected, high heels tapped, 
everyone was in the mood. 
 
Until snowball. A chorus of moans and groans 
were released. I felt sorry for the people who were 
forced up, until I realised I was one of them! 
Afterwards, it was back to normal, with crazy 
dancers back on the stage still dancing as if 
tomorrow will never end. On Monday, the poor 
snowball people were reminded of the 
embarrassing experience. 
At home, the glow sticks and flashing stars are 
now retired from the spectacular event. 
(for some…) 

  Ana Kovalenko 
 
 
 
 
My dad dropped me off at New World in my brand 
spanking new clothes.   
 
When I walked up the pathway I heard the music 
booming and the sound of the middle school 
partying hard.  I bought some finger lights and then 
made my way into the disco.   
 
I saw Ollie break dancing and middle school pupils 
dancing on the stage.  A few minutes later the DJ 
called the middle school out and from there on it 
was the seniors turn. 
 
I was dancing like mad when a few of my friends 
turned up.  I had a drink with them then it was back 
to dancing.  The time went so slowly for me but I 
was still having a good time.  Some couples were 
called up then the boys were told to line up on one 
side of the room and the girls on the other.  Then 
we were told to find a dance partner.  
 
As it came to 10pm, the lights were turned on and 
parents started to come in.  It was a really fun 
disco and I can’t wait for next year’s. 
 

  Tom Langdale-Hunt 
 

More Enviro Day 
 
Strawberry Patch 
The bell rings, and everyone rushes up the stairs.  
Running away to their jobs: some going to collect 
worm pee that had a hazardous smell, while others 
run off to get bunches of crinkly peastraw.  My 
group was on getting the strawberries. We all 
raced over to the supermarket with the bag that 
held the money.  As we ran the coins flipped and 
tossed around, as if they were on a trampoline.  As 
soon as we came back we went up to the 
researchers to find out what they had found out on 
how to plant strawberries. 
 
Everyone’s muddy hands were almost touching 
me, I squealed and ran away.  It was time for the 
strawberry plants to be buried in the garden box, 
which the digging group had prepared for us.  In 
went the strawberry plants, then the worm pee, 
and lastly the peastraw went on top.  It looked as if 
we were tucking the strawberries into bed. 
All and all we had a great time planting them and 
working in our groups.  Now we just have to wait 
for the plump strawberries later in the year.  
 

Rashmi Pratap 
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Room 8s Enviro Day activities 
 
We walked up towards Wadestown and did a 
community clean-up. We worked in 5 groups. Each 
group had a large brown paper rubbish bag. We 
were shocked at the state of the storm water 
drains along the way. They were full of plastic 
bottles and other rubbish. So many people also 
just throw their cigarette butts in the street!  We 
had fun along the way and played in the Katherine 
Mansfield Park. After that we divided into different 
groups. These were some of the things we did: We 
worked in our class garden (weeding, planting, 
mulching with straw) we made harakeke (flax) 
flowers for every classroom in the school, we 
prepared a slide presentation for assembly and we 
wrote some letters to the Council. We all enjoyed 
doing something in and for the Environment! 

 

 
 

 
Kids' Hip Hop  
Join Kids' Hip Hop for ages 9 to 12. Come along and have fun - whether you're just getting started, or 
wanting to break out some new moves.  
All welcome  - no experience needed. Mondays 4.30pm to 5.30pm at the Wellington Performing Arts 
Centre, 36 Vivian St. $10 per class. 
Contact Jacinta Willcox - 0210 335745, email jacintawillcox@hotmail.com  or phone WPAC: 2386225. 
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Roots of Empathy 
We are in our second year of working in the Roots of Empathy programme, a programme which is 
centered around the concept of having a baby come into a classroom once a month to allow children to 
talk about and observe development over the year and to help them develop some understanding of how 
our behaviour affects other people.  There is huge engagement from the children with this programme 
and Room 10 has done some writing they would like to share with us. 
 
Vatau is carried into the classroom as we sing his ‘Hello’ song.  His curiosity amazed me because of his 
adorable face looking around.  Soon after wailing startles me, baby Vatau sits there with a big frown on 
his face.  My pulse rises as his screaming gets louder.  The louder he cries the more I get flooded in 
worry.  But his mum, Karen, stops him by rocking him.  Her love for him is strong and everlasting.  His 
sparkly brown eyes are wide and a smile is spread across his fair, cute face.  Giggling is heard from the 
middle of the emerald R.O.E mat.  Joy overwhelms me and I start to laugh too.  Whenever Tash (our 
R.O.E Teacher) says Vatau’s visit is coming up I get excited. 

   Rebecca Toimata. 
 
When Vatau cries his cute face wrinkles and his eyes start to glaze over with tears and it feels like my 
heart is being eaten away by the strongest of acids.  Reaching out to his poor soul, but always finding 
that there is an invisible shield holding me back leaving me whimpering in agony and pain but finding I 
couldn’t be heard because my voice only turned out as a soft whisper. 
 
His mouth is drawn into a frown, eyebrows sloped down hearing his high wailing cries of frustration 
drumming in my ears.  I can tell he is angry. 

   Arianna Hogan 
 
 
As soon as I see R.O.E on the timetable I already feel excited.  Before long its started and Vatau comes 
into the room.  My eyes slowly drift over to him as the class sings.  Before long Vatau’s mum, Karen, has 
laid Vatau on the R.O.E mat. She sits down too.  Then the person beside me claps and Vatau’s head 
slowly moves around to me.  I can’t help feeling good.  Soon it is time for Vatau to leave and I am 
disappointed but he had to go. 

   Rowan Sinclair 
 
Today Vatau was crying and weeping.  Karen and Nathan told us that every time Vatau cried they would 
think that they were bad parents and they would feel guilty.  Whenever Vatau started crying I would feel 
the same but I would be tempted to try and make him feel happy again.  But it made me laugh when 
Vatau was crying and crying but when Tash faced Vatau to his father he stopped. 

   Joshua Earle. 
 
As Vatau enters the room, I clear my mind and only focus on him.  When I glance my eyes towards him, 
he turns away and doesn’t realise I smiled at him.  Nathan and Karen (his parents) get worried and 
nervous, you can tell on their faces.  When Vatau smiles I smile too but when Vatau groans I feel sad. 
 
To tell when Vatau’s happy, his cheeks widen and at the edges it smoothes like a edge of an orange with 
a dot of shininess.  But when he is sad his lips bend like a half circle, when he cries his tears drop like 
rain. 

   Jeremiah Paku 
 
 
When Vatau and his parents walk into the room I have a big smile on my face because I’m always 
excited to see him.  It’s great to see Vatau’s aunty from the U.K and his dad.  Vatau was so cute dressed 
in blue jeans and a small cute hoodie.  He’s such an Entertainer everyone was laughing, every move he 
made.  I always can’t wait for Vatau to visit. 

   Melanie Rayasi 
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Vatau is baby who shows his emotions differently from other babies.  When he is happy he doesn’t really 
show it but we all know and the entire room gets happy.  When he is sad he starts to cry and everyone 
doesn’t feel good.  When he is fearful he opens he eyes wide open and he doesn’t take his eyes off what 
he is scared of.  Everyone knows that he is scared and everyone tries to help him. 

   Murilo Tordivelli 
 
 
Today our class got a visit from Vatau.  When he came I felt excited.  When Tash put a toy on his foot I 
think his emotion was sad and I felt kind of sad too.  We did this thing to see if we could change his 
emotion.   

   Joshua Ruwhiu-Eramiha 
 
 
 
As soon as my eyes saw R.O.E on the board my mood became bubbly inside.  When Vatau (R.O.E 
baby), Karen(Vatau’s mum), and Nathan (Vatau’s dad) and walked in I felt overjoyed.  As soon as Vatau 
began to cry I felt sad.  When his dad picked him up and put him on his feet to calm him down Vatau 
started to laugh.  I then felt bubbly again.  When Vatau left with a smile on his face I felt sad because he 
was leaving. 

   Hope Gardner 
 
 
 
When Vatau visits the class he makes me feel very safe.  When he is is sad I feel sad and when he feels 
happy I feel happy.   
His emotions are quite high like his sadness he starts crying and scrunching his mouth, when he’s happy 
he smiles and when he is angry or frustrated he screws his eyebrows.  But when I am sad I water up in 
my eyes, I feel relaxed and very excited when I am happy.  When I am angry or frustrated I stamp my 
feet and just do stuff I like to do. 

   Isadora Lealamisa 
 
 
Vatau is always curious when he comes at the start of the visit.  Flashes from the camera and you hear a 
quiet shriek which makes everyone in our class go awwwh (in a sorry kind of way).  Vatau is normally 
very happy when he is playing with the R.O.E toys.  At the end of the visit when he has to leave 
everyone is sad and Vatau is very tired. 

   Shaun Corfield 
 
 
 
Today when baby Vatau, Karen, Nathan and baby Vatau’s aunty came in I was feeling excited.  Vatau 
came in looking a little bit happy and curiously staring at people.  When Vatau started to cry I felt like it 
was a low cry, and I wanted to cry.  To stop him crying Karen or Nathan stood him on his feet and he 
tried to walk.  When he is happy he is sucking on a toy and exploring toys with his mouth, it makes me 
laugh and makes everybody else laugh.  When he is leaving I feel sad that he is leaving.  When we sing 
our goodbye song he is always calm.  Then we feel happy that Karen, Nathan and Vatau come in to visit 
us. 

   Joshua Morgan-Ranui 
 
 
When Vatau came in today he was all happy.  To see that he was happy there was a warm feeling in my 
heart.  When Vatau started crying, I felt very worried for Vatau and I felt like helping him out.  Finally 
Vatau left the class room.  I really didn’t want Vatau to leave because he is so cute and cuddly. 

   Joshua Wight 
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