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A budget tells us what we can't afford, but it doesn't keep us from buying it.  
William Feather 

 
 

Action List 
    

Do we have your email address for the newsletter? 
 Have you booked a conference with your child and teacher?  

    

 Have you ordered or sold an entertainment book?  Have you checked the netball draw?  www.nsnetball.co.nz  

 

 

Dear Parents  
 

My favourite day of the year!  Not really but even after all these years I always wait for the budget in a 
state of hopeful anticipation.  I know that we are all going to get personal tax cuts – and maybe we will 
see some of this money flow into the school to cover unpaid bills. Ever hopeful.  But it is not the tax cuts 
that interest me so much, welcome as they will be to everyone.  There have been hints and signals sent 
that apply particularly to us.  We have heard in recent weeks that Health and Education are likely to be 
the big winners in this budget and those sorts of signals always give those of us in the sector a little thrill.  
To offset that I heard on the radio this morning that there are rumours of a $50 million cut in staffing in 
the education sector.  This is the sort of news that causes a chill rather than a thrill.  These hints, 
rumours and signals conflict to some extent so we will be waiting somewhat anxiously, somewhat 
hopefully today to see just what effect this budget will have on us.   
 

We are now just about through all the Three Way conferences that have been booked with the last 8 to 
be done this afternoon.  There are a very few families who have not booked or who have missed their 
appointment.  If you are in this position your child’s teacher will be happy to hear from you so that 
something can be set up. I have had some feedback from parents about the conferences and I would 
very much like to get more.  We are always looking for ways to improve and to make things easier so 
any feedback will be useful. Please email me direct or email your thoughts through to your child’s 
teacher.  Does the online booking system make it easier?  Did the conference give you useful 
information about your child and what he or she is doing at school?  Did you get information about your 
child’s progress?  Did you have the opportunity to have an input into the goal setting?  Any comments – 
positive or negative – will be useful.   
 

We made a deliberate decision to keep the mandatory reporting on the National Standards away from 
the Three Way conferences for a couple of reasons.  One is that we don’t feel at the moment that the 
Three Way conference is the right place for it - and this might change as we become more familiar with 
what is a brand new process which we are feeling our way through.  Another is that it is still relatively 
early in the year to be reporting on progress towards the standards.  You will get a brief written report at 
the end of the term when we are about halfway through the year.  You will also get more information 
about the standards themselves and how we plan to report on them as the year progresses.  There are 
two more information sessions for parents planned – one at 7:00pm on the evening of June 2 and the 
other at lunchtime (12:30) on June 9.    Could you please let us know if you plan to come to either of 
these?  
 

Bill Sutton 
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THORNDON SCHOOL NEWSLETTER  
 

Term 2 Calendar 
There are not a lot of changes from the calendar 
put out at the end of last term. 
 

May 24 Young Leaders Conference 
  
Jun 1 Whole school Art Workshop. 
Jun 1 Parent Information session re WGC 
Jun 2 National Standards Information evening 
Jun 2 Onslow College visit Year 8 
Jun 7 Queens Birthday – school closed 
Jun 9 National Standards lunchtime session. 
Jun 11 Inter-school Chess Tournament in hall. 
Jun 15 Inter-zone Cross Country 
  
Jul  2 Term ends  

Tuesday 1 June 2010 
7.15 am to 8.30 am sharp 

Wellington Town Hall, 
111 Wakefield St  

Wellington 
$55 per person  

$550 per table of 10  
(includes cooked breakfast) 

 
Opened by Her Worship the Mayor of Wellington, 
Kerry Prendergast, and chaired by Bruce Pilbrow, 

Parents Inc.’s CEO and Deputy Chief Families 
Commissioner, the Breakfast will include short 

inspirational talks on fatherhood by: 

 
TO BOOK ONLINE CLICK HERE  

Phone Parents Inc. on 0800 53 56 59 
Email: fathers.breakfast@parentsinc.org.nz  

Cross Country 
On Tuesday we sent a large group of children from 
Year 4 to Year 8 off to Martin Luckie Park to 
compete against children from 8 other schools in 
the Central Zone Cross Country.  We have results 
up to 15th place and these appear below.  The top 
10 from each of the zone competitions go on to 
compete in the inter-zones on June 15. 
 

Year 4 Boys 
Callum Hancock 5th 
Thomas McCracken 13th  
 

Year 4 Girls  
Emma Yang 5th 
McKenzie-Anee Brown 6th 
Emillie Beamsley-Dick 11th  
 

Year 5 Boys  
Alex Rae 6th 
 

Year 6 Girls  
Amy Turner 8th 
 

Year 6 Boys  
Shaun Corfield 3rd 
Oliver Stanish 10th 
Josh Wight 12th 
 

Year 6 Girls  
Talya Conradie 13th  
 

Year 7 Boys  
Connall Deacon 8th 
 

Year 7 Girls  
Eliza Muldrock 2nd 
Nimthara Uddawatta 11th 
 

Year 8 Girl  
Alex Gooch 5th 
Aliyah de la Mare 6th 
Mikaela Bovey 9th  

 
Well done to the whole team and congratulations 
to those going on to the next competition in June. 

More Cross Country 
A little apology to the Year 3 children.  Our Year 3 
children generally compete with Year 4 at our own 
cross country because there is no Year 3 
competition at the zone sports.  This year, unlike 
previous years, none of the Year 3 children 
finished in the top 5 places so there was no 
mention of Year 3 when I put the results in.  We 
will make sure they have the opportunity to run in 
their own group next year. 
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THORNDON SCHOOL NEWSLETTER 
�
Soccer Results 
The Cookies showed the beginning of some great 
team play this weekend. Scarlett Fraser and 
Eleanor Mazey were spectacular in goal against 
some very persistent seagulls (players in a very 
offside position).  Player of the day was Sophie 
Wiles for great control of the ball on defence and 
on attack.  Well done Cookies, you are all 
champions! 
 
The Thorndon Screamers won 2-1 against Onslow 
Fitzroy.   All the girls played a brilliant game with 
outstanding goals from Erin and Lucy.   Player of 
the day was Lucy Hallett. 
 
Good luck for this weekend 

Thorndon Residents Association Annual 
General Meeting 
 

Come and talk with your community about 
important local issues - including plans for our 
swimming pool, parking and traffic update, graffiti 
management, and developments in Thorndon's 
heritage zone rules. 
 

Date:      Tuesday 25th May 2010  
Time:      from 6:45PM to say hi to your neighbours 
               (with refreshments- self pay bar). AGM 
               commences 7:30PM 
Venue:   Thorndon Tennis and Squash Club,  
               4 Katherine Avenue, Thorndon 
 

RSVP by email thorndonresidents@gmail.com   
Check out the latest on: 
 http://thorndon-residents.blogspot.com/ 
 
Join us on Facebook. 

Here we have part of the 
inspiration for our Sunday 
soccer teams. 
 
 
 
 
 
The picture shows Erin 
and Alex helping Ricki 
Herbert promote New 
Zealand Soccer – or 
perhaps it’s the other way 
round. 

Netball Draw  

 

There is now a link on the school website which 
will take you to the Northern Suburbs netball 
website where players and parents can find the 
draw each Friday.  You can find cancellations here 
from 7:00 on Saturday mornings. 
 
I have also put a reminder at the top of the 
newsletter. 
 

We will get someone from each team to write up 
the results for us each week so these can go in the 
newsletter along with the soccer results. 
Voting 
One of our families, the Angleseys, is participating 
in a competition run by Classic Hits Radio. 
It’s all about voting and you can vote by following 
this link. Family number 4. 
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New Staff  Member 
We are nearly half way through the term and my 
sabbatical draws closer.  I am not quite at the 
stage of counting sleeps but that won’t be far off. 
While I am away Alistair will be acting principal 
meaning that he will come out of his class for the 
term. 
 

We have been able to organise a replacement for 
Alistair well ahead of time and while he is in the 
office his place in Room 7 will be taken by Alwyn 
Rees.  
 

 Alwyn was a teacher at Thorndon 10 years ago 
when he taught in the immersion class that we had 
operating at the time.   He left in 2000 to travel 
overseas and taught for 3 years in Britain before 
returning to teach in the Waikato.  Since then he 
has been teaching in composite and multi-level 
classes at Te Uku School in Raglan.  He has 
experience as an Assistant Principal and as acting 
Deputy Principal from 2008 to 2009.  He has 
particular strengths in Maori, Music, Maths and 
Science. 
 
It is really nice to be able to employ someone who 
has some experience with the school and who has 
worked with a number of the staff already. 
 
We look forward to working with Alwyn in the new 
term and will organise some transition time to allow 
him and the class to get to know each other. 
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THORNDON SCHOOL NEWSLETTER 
 
 

Entertainment Books 
The new entertainment book does not go “live” 
until June so there is still plenty of time to buy one 
or sell one. 
 
So far we have managed to sell XX of these, a 
pretty good effort for a school of this size but not as 
good as last year. 
 
Just let Hela know if you would like to order – for 
yourself or for someone else. 

Fund Raising Opportunity 
Last week I put something in the newsletter 
about Intelligent Rewards a passive fund-raiser 
for the school very similar to the old School 
Connection run by Telecom. 
Anyone can sign up to support the school 
regardless of whether they have a child here or 
not.  Existing TelstraClear customers can sign up 
and for every dollar spent the school gets points 
which can be redeemed by the school.  There is 
no direct cost to you or any other supporter and 
friends, relatives and work mates can all sign up.  
At the moment we have 17 supporters so we are 
very slowly building up points. 
 

Support Your School 
with TelstraClear and intelligent rewards ™ 

 
Here’s your chance to help support Thorndon 
School and it’s as simple as being a TelstraClear  
customer. 
Thorndon School  will receive reward points every 
month for every dollar you spend with 
TelstraClear , which we can then use to get 
fantastic rewards, e.g. computers, school trips, 
sports gear, musical instruments, almost anything 
the school wants. 
To join TelstraClear  and/or nominate the school of 
your choice simply call TelstraClear  toll free on   
0508 011 737 and tell them you want to 
nominate your school with TelstraClear  and 
intelligent rewards ™. 
 
Alternatively, visit www.intelligentrewards.co.nz  
to complete the online form.  

THORNDON CHILDREN’S VIRTUES CLASS  

 

All children are welcome to our neighbourhood 
children’s virtues class.  Classes are designed 
to help children practice virtues such as 
respect, politeness, sharing, service, 
generosity and truthfulness.   
 

Classes are free and held at the Anorpong 
home (Trinity, Room 2) fortnightly on Sunday 

mornings.  For more details see the flyer in the 
office, or call/ text Trinity’s mum, Di, on 027 208  

7759. 

Dawn till Dusk- Netball for World Vision 
Don’t forget the “Dawn till Dusk” non-stop netball 
game and fair, culminating in a concert to be held 
on Sunday 30th of May in Civic Square. The event 
will run from 6am to 6pm and players from 
secondary schools across Wellington will be joining 
the Wellington Girls’ College students in what is 
sure to be a day of fun.  

 

The event will include a fair, sausage sizzle, face 
painting and spot prizes as well as a concert 
featuring local acts including Meghan Glue, James 
Shaw, The Laundromat Cats and Emerge Dance 
Crew from 4 pm onwards. Come down and help 
support the girls as they attempt to contribute their 
largest sum ever to World Vision charity work. 
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