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Is that weird, taking my Louis Vuitton bag camping?
Jessica Simpson

| am not being entirely fair to this year’s senior classes with this quote. Unlike some groups in past years
they managed their gear very well doing without technological and fashion accessories for the week .

Action List
Do we have your email address for the newsletter? [ ] can you billet some children for a night in June? [ ]
Have you ordered or sold an entertainment book? [ ] Have you booked a conference with your child and teacher? [ |

Dear Parents

What a wonderful spell of autumn weather we are having at the moment. While there is a distinct nip in
the air as soon as you move out of the sun at least it is shining. | know that there are parts of the country
screaming for rain and gardens here in Wellington are hard and dry but I'll take this.

Three way conferences are well underway at the moment and the school is a busy place between 3:00
and 6:00. There has been a very good response to the opportunity for parents to meet with children and
teachers to talk about what has been happening in the classrooms and where children need to go next.
We are aiming for 100% attendance so please, if you have not yet organised a time, log on to the site
and make a booking. These conferences are important for children and give them the opportunity to
show you what they have been doing, to celebrate their learning and to establish goals for the rest of the
year in discussion with you and the teacher. They inform you and allow children to take some
responsibility for their own learning.

The site address is www.schoolinterviews.co.nz and if your child is in Rooms 1 — 7 the code you need is
D72KZ. For children in Rooms 8 — 11 the code is EPZTA.

The weekend approaches with another round of the Super 14 to look forward to. Will this be another
heart in mouth, edge of the seat Friday night for followers of the Hurricanes? They make life hard for
their supporters!

Camp

| have put just a few photos in here from camp but as you can imagine there are hundreds more of
varying interest and quality and | would really like to share some of these and some thoughts of the
campers. We will try to have a little photo story in next week’s newsletter.
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Term 2 Calendar
There are not a lot of changes from the calendar
put out at the end of last term.

New Children
We have three new entrants to welcome this week.
They are:

| Peighton Sakaria-Glennon | Y1 | R 2 - Harakeke |
Peighton joins her two older sisters at the school.

Y1
Y1

R 2 - Harakeke
R 2 - Harakeke

Martyn Gascoigne
John Gascoigne

Martyn and John are the fourth pair of twins in the
school and we will be up to 5 sets later in the year,
a quite unusual circumstance.

We hope that all three children and their families
enjoy their association with the school.

May 7 New Parents evening

May 10 | Junior School Cross Country

May 12 | Java Dance performance

May 18 | Central Zone Cross Country

May 24 | Young Leaders Conference

Jun 1 Whole school Art Workshop.

Jun 1 Parent Information session re WGC
Jun 2 National Standards Information evening
Jun 2 Onslow College visit Year 8

Jun 7 Queens Birthday — school closed

Jun 9 National Standards lunchtime session.
Jun 15 | Inter-zone Cross Country

Jul 2 Term ends

Billeting

| think we are going to be able to accommodate the
children from Bailey Road as we have nearly
enough offers now from across the school. Thank
you to everyone who has made the offer.

| had hoped that we would be able to have them
billeted with children of about the same age but we
have not managed that yet so if you have a Year
7/8 child and think you can help — for one night
only — please send back the return slip at the end
of the newsletter

Results

The three girls soccer teams played again last
weekend, the under 10’'s losing 2 — 0 against
Onslow. Alexandra Boyce was the Player of the
day.

The two other Thorndon teams played each other
so, almost inevitably, one of them lost.

The Thorndon Strikers won 7 — 1, against the
Thorndon Cookies. | imagine there will be some
incentive to turn this result around next time they
play each other.

Good luck for the coming weekend.

Successes

This little section of the newsletter is usually about
pupils rather than staff but this week there is a nice
change.

Congratulations to Jeff Allen who is one of our
After School Care workers. Jeff has been selected
for the New Zealand Under 20 Rugby Squad to
play in the IRB Junior World Championships in
Argentina in June.

We will follow the team’s progress with added
interest.

Secondary Schooling

It always seems very early but the secondary
schools are beginning to contact us with
information about enrolments for 2009.

The Year 9 Dean from Onslow will be in to talk with
our Year 8 pupils on June 2 and at 5:00pm of June
1 Julia Davidson, the principal of Wellington Girls
College will be here to talk with parents of girls who
may be considering the College as an option for
next year.

Art Classes
Chinese painting and calligraphy
Drawings and water colours

Saturdays
9:30am - 11:00am
11:30am — 1:00pm
1:30pm — 3:00pm

Tuesdays
10:00am — 12:00noon

Adults $100 for 4 sessions
Children $100 for 6 sessions

Group workshops $70 per hour plus travel.

Stan Chan practises and teaches traditional
Chinese brush painting and Calligraphy and some
of you may remember him from the art auction last
year.

Ph 934-1588 mob 027 240 4642
email stanchan@paradise.net.nz
www.inlinkstudio.com
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Cross Country

Yesterday we held a very successful school cross country event in the Botanical Gardens in perfect

weather.

The first 5 in each age group, who are listed below, go forward to the Central Zone event which will be

held on May 18.

Well done everyone and don't stop the training!

Year 4 Girls

Emma Yang

McKenzie-Anee Brown

Emily Beamsley-Dick

Jade Cartwright
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Jocelyn Sinclair

Year 5 Girls

Amy Turner

Erin Monckton

Meg Gleadow

Alex Boyce

gl [ W N |

Holly McCarron-Mclintosh

Year 6 Girls

Talya Conradie

Tabitha Dombroski

Brianna Anglesey

Stefanija Paleaae
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Lily Crampton

Year 7 Girls

Eliza Muldrock

Nimthara Udawatta

Ana Kovalenko

Rashmi Pratap
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Charlotte Crampton

Year 8 Girls

Alex Gooch

Aliyah De La Mare

Mikaela Bovey

Charquera Cribb
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Emma Heath

Year 4 Boys

Callum Hancock

Tom McCracken

Milo Crispin

Tama Kapene
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Flynn Crampton

Year 5 Boys

Alex Rae

Connor Smith

Conrad Thomas

Xavier Kerr
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Zack Scott-Howman

Year 6 Boys

Shaun Corfield

Oliver Stanish

Josh Wight

Arvalan Sathiyandra
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Samuel Hey

Year 7 Boys

Connall Deacon

Datu Beach

Waylon Shadlock

Tom Langdale-Hunt
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Daniel Alexander

Year 8 Boys

Daniel Davis

Matt Robilliard

Pio Lupo

Taylor Mauriohooho
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Isaac Paku
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Young Engineers
Help Wanted

The Young Engineers are looking for volunteers to
come in on Monday afternoons to help us with our
project.

We are creating bird feeders to attract more birds
to our school.

Over the last year we have been learning about
master plans, budgets and drawing designs. Now,
we are up to building our bird feeders.

We need people to help us with hammer and nails
so that we can finish building our bird feeders by
the end of this term.

If you are available to help us, please contact Tash
at:

natasha@thorndon.school.nz 472 4267

Urban Harvest School Lunches

As you know, you can now order nutritious & tasty
school lunches online at www.urbanharvest.co.nz
by 9:30pm Wednesday for delivery direct to your
child at Thorndon School the next Friday. 30c from
each lunch ordered will be donated to Thorndon
School.

Please ignore the delivery confirmation which says
your order will be delivered between 2-4pm — it will
actually be delivered between 1lam-midday. This
is the default for normal home deliveries. We are
in the process of adding a “school delivery” option
to the delivery time slots. This should be up and
running shortly. Any questions or feedback, please
call Jo Freeman on 3854200 or email her at
info@urbanharvest.co.nz.

STAR DANCE ACADEMY WELLINGTON

A wide range of dance styles for youth.... Hip-hop,
Jive, Disco, Fun Dances, Jazz, Dance Games,
Cha Cha, Salsa, Bachata, Merengue, Team Work,
Confidence, FUN!

Newtown Hall - Corner of Daniell and Copstable
Street, Newtown.

Wednesdays - Juniors (5-7yrs)/ Intermgq
9yrs) = 3.30 - 4.30pm
Wednesdays - Seniors (10-15yrs) =4
Fees: Juniors/Intermediates =$60 a tg
=$70 a term (9 weeks)
Contact: stardancewellington@gmail.com for
information or visit www.stardanceacademy.co.nz

DREAM IT DANCEIT DO

US Embassy Visit

On Wednesday 28 April Room 8 got to experience
a visit from Andrea and Laura, two friendly people
from the American Embassy.

They brought us plants for our garden. They
talked to us about the environment and Earth Day.
They gave us a lovely poster about Earth Day.
They viewed some of our pledges to the
environment and saw what we were growing in our
garden. They took 6 people for interviews and
they made a cool film about their visit.

They liked our pledges and told us about some of
the environmentally friendly things they do at the
Embassy as well as what they are planning to do.
They handed out little badges to some people then
after goodbyes they left.

Lily Crampton
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Board of Trustees Report.

The Board of Trustees met on Tuesday 4 May. This was the first meeting of the new Board. Interestingly,
Thorndon is ahead of the rest of the country as our Board Election took place earlier than other schools.

We started by making decisions about a couple of important aspects about the Board's constitution. We
agreed to co-opt Luaipou Leuga onto the Board for the full three-year period. Luaipou stood for the
Board election in March, and got the same number of votes as one of the other candidates. She brings a
huge amount of relevant talent and experience and will further strengthen what is already a strong
Board. We will therefore have six parent representatives, as well as Bill and Rebecca (Brown). We also
took some decisions about the election of officers. Carol Weston had decided to step down as the
Treasurer to concentrate on her work organising the Thorndon Fair. Mandy Hancock was elected as
Treasurer, making use of her experience as an accountant. As a result Mandy decided to step down as
Chair. James Turner was subsequently elected as the Board Chair. We also agreed which Board
members will be on which committees.

We then moved on to discuss Bill's report. The school roll is at a historically high level and we are
essentially full! That hasn't stopped a steady stream of prospective parents queuing up for places for
their children, many of whom are 'in zone' and therefore entitled to a place. It's a major challenge in
these circumstances to ensure that individual classes do not get too crowded; the fact that every class
still has fewer than 30 children is a significant achievement and good news for the teachers and the
children.

We discussed the implementation of the National Standards. The important thing will be to make the
process valuable and worthwhile for parents, teachers and children, while not compromising existing
successful mechanisms such as the three way conferences. Bill will be saying more about this in future
newsletters.

We also talked about the school's financial position. While the school's long term finances are essentially
healthy, we did make a relatively significant loss in the 2009 year. Much of this is due to some unusual
and one-off situations, as well as accounting practices. Nevertheless it brings home how important it is
that we maximise the opportunities to raise income for the school.

This is a crucial period for the school - we have some really exciting times ahead with the acquisition of
the Kimi Ora site and other significant changes. The Board will be working hard with the teaching staff
and the whole school community to make sure that we make our super school even better. Many thanks
for your help and support.

James

Billeting

Yes, we would be able to billet children from Bailey Road School in Auckland.
Thursday 17 June Girls

Friday 18 June Boys

Either date Name
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TE ARA PUORO - CELEBRATING NZ MUSIC MONTH

FRIDAY 21 MAY &
SATURDAY 22 MAY 2010
PIPITEA MARAE
55 THORNDON QUAY, 7PM

$15.00 for Adults, $10.00 for Kaumatua, $1.50 for 3-12 yrs, Free for Tamarki under 3.

Tickets available from Kate Ricketts at Toi Maori: kate@maoriart.org.nz at
Level 1, 29 Tory Street, Mina Ripia at minaaka@xtra.co.nz or 027 213 1369
and other selected venues.

Check www.maoriart.org.nz for details.
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