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www.thorndon.school.nz                                                                                                            18 March 2010 
office@thorndon.school.nz                                                                                      principal@thorndon.school.nz   
 

Innovation never happens as planned 
Gifford Pinchot 

 

Action List 
    

Do we have your email address for the newsletter? 
 Is your child one of the 9 without an internet agreement?  

    

 Have you ordered or sold an entertainment book?  Does your child have an appropriate sunhat?  

    

Can you help the seniors sell Trade Aid chocolate?  Have you made a donation and paid activity fees?  

 
 

Dear Parents  
 
You will see a reference in the calendar to Three Way Conferences beginning in the second week of next term.  
Last year we used an online system for booking times and, a couple of early hiccups aside, this worked very well 
so we will continue to use it this year.  I am at present setting up the calendars and once that is finished we will 
send the instructions home so you can book your conference time.  We see these conferences as an important tool 
in our whole programme of education and reporting and we hope to get every parent to attend.  They are an 
opportunity for you to see what your child is doing, how well they are doing and to help set learning goals for the 
rest of the year.  They have great significance for the children and the level of disappointment when parents do not 
participate is huge.  A great deal of work goes into preparing for these and your presence shows your child that you 
value this and the opportunity to have an input. 
 
We are required to report on progress against the National Standards twice a year and, although there has as yet 
been no training for teachers and there is a real lack of clarity about how we should be doing this we are working 
on how we can incorporate this reporting into our three way conferences. One of the misunderstandings in 
common currency among both teachers and parents is that we are required to report on whether children are 
achieving “above, at, below or well below” the standard.  This is not in fact the case.  Schools will have to report to 
the Ministry from 2012 the percentages of children achieving in these categories but this form reporting is not done 
for individuals.  We are planning a parent evening early next term to explain the standards and how they will be 
implemented here and you will see a tentative date in the newsletter.  Tentative because I hope that we will be 
getting more training, workshops and information relatively early in the new term.  If this happens we may put the 
day back so that we can incorporate what we learn into this evening. 
 
We have had 6 nominations for the 5 board positions, 4 from the incumbents and 2 new people so there will be an 
election.  Your election pack should arrive in the mail today and this contains candidates’ statements, your voting 
papers and a self addressed envelope which must be used to return the completed form.  Completed forms are 
due back at school by noon next Friday, March 26. 
 
Thank you to everyone who has made a school donation this year.  All school donations are tax deductible and 
anyone making a payment by 31 March, 2010 can claim against this year’s tax return.  Receipts will be issued for 
this purpose.  If you cannot locate an earlier receipt we will be happy to provide a duplicate.  The donation we ask 
for is $200 per child or $350 per family.   
Thank you also to everyone who has paid the activity fees, technology fees, swimming and Mathletics fees.  These 
are all amounts that we have had to pay up front so until we get them back from parents the school is out of pocket.  
The festival activities in particular are a concern.  We have only half the money in from those classes who attended 
these performances so there is a considerable shortfall there. We would be very grateful if these and all other 
activity fees for the term could be paid by April 1, the last day of term. 
 
This is rather sad.  I had a week in which I did not talk about money or National Standards but I am at it again!  
Perhaps next week can be all about something else, something joyful and celebratory.  
 
 

Bill Sutton 
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THORNDON SCHOOL NEWSLETTER  
 
Internet Agreements 
Only 9 children now have not returned signed Internet agreements.  Please try to return them tomorrow!  
 

http://www.thorndon.school.nz/documents/JuniorInternetAgreement.pdf for Years 1 - 4 
 http://www.thorndon.school.nz/documents/SeniorInternetAgreement.pdf for Years 5 - 8. 

 

Lost Property 
 
The Young Leaders have been sorting out the lost 
property for the last year now. We are constantly 
amazed at how many pieces of clothing we give 
away to charity each term. We’ve just done it for the 
first time this year and after being at school for only 
23 days, there were 84 pieces of clothing and out of 
that 84 only 12 of these were named! Even when 
we ask the children to come and look at the clothing 
some don’t recognize their own clothes. It would be 
very helpful if you could name your child’s clothes. 
 

Thank you, the Young Leaders 

Successes 
Some of you will have seen a piece in the paper 
the other day about the Lower North Island 
Spelling Bee.  This competition which was held at 
Wellington High School, pitted 60 children from 
the Lower North Island against each other to find 
who was the best speller.  These are interesting 
competitions which have only recently made their 
way onto the New Zealand scene but are huge in 
the States.   
 

The children who participate are genuinely good 
at spelling with a love of and knowledge of words 
and how the language works.  They don’t just 
have a very good memory. 
 

The event was won by Hannah Saul who was in 
Year 8 with us last year and we would like to 
congratulate Hannah on this achievement.  She 
enjoyed success in other areas of language while 
she was here, perhaps most notably in winning 
the Central Zone Speech Competition. 
 

The final for the spelling bee is on Saturday and 
we will have our fingers crossed for Hannah.  The 
winner heads off to compete in the US in June. 
Hannah rates her chances at 1 in about 750 
thousand million but I think the odds might be 
rather better than that. 

Entertainment Books 
 
We are taking orders now for this year’s 
entertainment books. 
 
Each book sold earns $12:00 for the school so the 
more we can sell the better.   
 
At $60 per book it does not take long to recoup your 
outlay. 

Resources 
We have been doing well this year with parents 
bringing in bits and pieces for children to use as 
part of their discovery learning programme. 
 

I am still looking for an old motor mower engine.  
It doesn’t have to be working – in fact it is 
probably better if it doesn’t, and it doesn’t matter if 
it is still attached to a mower.  Two stroke or four 
stroke and we wouldn’t be unhappy if we got more 
than one. 

New Children 
We have one new pupil this week.  She is: 
 
 

Briana Akuhata-Brown Y 2 Room 1 - Nikau 
 
Briana has recently moved into the area after 
moving up from Christchurch with her parents. 
 
We welcome them to the school community. 

Chocolate Sales 
Our senior pupils are busily fund raising for camp 
and one of the activities underway is the sale of 
Trade Aid organic chocolate – dark or milk.   
The bars sell for $2:50 and there may be some of 
you who could sell or take orders at your work 
places or who could arrange for pupils to come 
across and sell bars in canteens or offices.  If you 
are able to help could you please contact 
Rebecca Brown, Jay Smith or Jane Stocker. 
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THORNDON SCHOOL NEWSLETTER 
 
Water 
There is still plenty of water available if any of you 
are interested in buying a case. 
 
There are 24 500 ml bottles in each case and we 
are selling these at $30 per case which works out 
at $1:25 per bottle.   
 
If you are interested please give Hela a call 
 
Football 
The Thorndon School Girls Football team is 
looking for one or two more players.  They play in a 
Sunday morning competition on Nairnville Park, 
Ngaio that costs approximately $100 for the 
season.  We are looking for children who are 6 or 7 
years of age to join the following girls: 
 
Scarlett Fraser 
Sophie Wiles 
Poppy Beaumont 
Poppy Svenson 
Hannah Burbury 
Ella Freeman 

 
If you are interested please get in contact with 
Jane (jane@thorndon.school.nz ) 
 
Ridgway School Gala 

Sunday 28 March – Ridgway School 
Mornington Road 
10:00am – 2:00pm 

Live bands & music, Live Auction @ 12pm, Cafe with 
espresso and fresh delicious baking, Indian, Turkish,  
French, Malaysian and BBQ cuisine, relaxing massage, 
60m bouncy castle, inflatable mini soccer, petting 
animals, pony & vespa rides and much more. 

 Term 1 Calendar 
Mar 18 Market Day – camp fund-raiser. 
Mar 19 Year 5/6 to Arts Festival 
Mar 22 Stadium Sports – Year 5/6 
Mar 23 School Swimming Sports 
Mar 25 BoT Meeting - 6:30 staff room. 
Mar 26 Voting closes for BoT elections 
Mar 30 Junior School to Wairarapa. (R 1-4) 
  
Apr 1 Election results declared. 
Apr 1 Term ends – 3:00 

 
 
Term 2 Calendar 

Apr 19 Term 2 begins 
Apr 22 BoT Meeting  TBC 
Apr 26 Year 7/8 Camp 
Apr 26 3 way conferences begin. 
Apr 27 Y 4/5/6 Football tournament 
Apr 30 New Parents evening TBC 
  
May 4  Y 7/8 Football tournament 
May 4 Maori/Pasifika parent evening  TBC 
May 5 School Cross Country  
May 6 Parent Evening – National Standards  TBC 
May 18  Central Zone Cross Country 
May 24 Young Leaders Conference 
May 25 Central Zone Cross Country 
  
Jun 7 Queens Birthday – school closed 
Jun 15 Inter-zone Cross Country 
  
Jul  2 Term ends 

 
This is a very early calendar and looks reasonably 
free of activities but I am sure that it will start filling 
up before long.  You will note that a number of 
activities are To Be Confirmed. 

Active School 
All sorts of things keep happening which demonstrate our commitment to the Active Schools concept. I 
returned to school this morning a little after 9:00am after a meeting and saw our Year 3 and 4 children 
heading happily up the road for their regular walk up Tinakori Hill as part of their Healthy Living 
programme. 
During the weekend three of our seniors, all of them members of the Sports Squad,  participated in the 
triathlon in the city, something they initiated themselves.  Well done Brittany, Alex and Eliza. 
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THORNDON SCHOOL NEWSLETTER 
 
MY DIARY OF MY  TRIP  TO  THE  MARAE 
 

Day One Wednesday 10 March 4:58 pm . 
Me  and  mum  are  on  our  way  to  my  Aunty  Alice’s. She is my mum’s first cousin. Her mum is my mum’s Aunty 
Rita. Great Aunty Rita was my Grandma’s oldest sister.    
 

On  the  way  we  stopped   to  call  in to  see  Nanny  Darcy  and  Koro Jack. I had lots of fun at their place. Nanny 
Darcy is my Grandma’s youngest sister. She lives in Foxton.  
 

I had subway for tea. It was yummy.  
 

When we arrived it was late. I had a water and then went to bed. The bed was very soft. It was fantastic. I had a 
good long trip. I liked it. 
 
Day Two 8.00am 
I had corn for breakfast. It was yummy. Me and mum are on our way to Kawhia, to Rakaunui Marae. 
 

We have arrived, it is very beautiful. There are lots and lots of people. We are listening to the Maori speeches. After 
each speech is a waiata. King Tuheitia is here. The Marae has been around for a hundred years. It is raining.  
 

The Marae food is yummy. 
 

7.00pm There is music playing. The band is practicing for the big party tonight. The bell has rung. Mummy says it is 
time for karakia (prayer). 
 

8.50pm We have just had dinner. It was yummy. I liked it very much.  
 

The party has just started. It sounds great. 
 
Day Three 7.30am 
We are having breakfast. It is delicious. We are listening to lots of waiata. It is great.  
 

We are on our way to Waipapa Marae. Mummy and I have been here lots of times. It is a very sunny day. I like it. 
 

10.30am The powhiri is due to start. The band will lead the way.  
 

Outside the wharekai there was an old man and an old woman waiting for the koha. It is a poukai custom. I like 
singing the waiata.  
 
Day Four 8.25am  
I can see people putting away mattresses. We are having breakfast.  
 

Everyone is sitting down for the speeches. These speeches are to say goodbye for now and thank you. 
 

When we got up people were line dancing.  
 

9:00am The band is playing. Some of the old ladies have got up to do a dance. It is called the kopekope. Some of 
the men get up too. The raffle has gone. The speeches have started. These speeches don’t take as long as the 
other ones. Our speaker has put down our koha to say thank you. 
 

10.00am When we arrived at Maketu Marae, we could see lots and lots of pou, small guardian statues. They are 
the protectors of the pa. At this marae we are right beside Kawhia harbour. It is a beautiful sight to be looking at. 
This is a very pretty place.  
 

In all the Marae’s the ladies need to wear black (they get called the “All Blacks”). But the children don’t.  
 

4.00pm All the speeches have finished.  
 

4.30pm Everyone is setting up their mattresses.  
 

6.45pm.  It is freezing now. The weather keeps changing all the time.  
 

I am going to watch them play housie. It was very fun. 
 
Day Five 9.40am  
I got up and had some breakfast. It was very yummy.  
 

9.45am Me and mummy are on our way to Okapu Marae. When we arrived some people needed to guide us to our 
carpark. There is a shop next to the Marae. It is cool. I had some hot chips and a drink. The other speeches are 
going.  
 

4.26pm Me and mum are on our way home.  
 

We have arrived. It is very late. I went to bed. 
Gemma G – Room 8  
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