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Man’s mind stretched to a new idea never goes back to its original dimensions. 
Oliver Wendell Holmes 

 

Action List 
    

Do we have your email address for the newsletter? 
 Have you sent in your child’s internet agreement?  

    

 Have you looked at the class wikis and nings?  Does your child have an appropriate sunhat?  

    

Have you ordered an entertainment book?    

 
 

Dear Parents  
 

Kia ora.  I promised myself that I would have nothing about either money or National Standards in this newsletter 
and I will almost keep my word.  I will just remind everyone about the invoices that have gone home and how 
important the payments are for the school both in terms of staffing and in the programmes we are able to offer.  
Thank you to those people who have responded to the letters and invoices already.  That’s money dealt with.  As 
for National Standards, we plan to hold an information evening for parents early in the new term so you can mark 
Wednesday 5 May in your diaries.  At this evening we will look at the intent, the background, the debate, and how 
we plan to work with the standards.  
 
Our senior school children were due to go up to National Park for their school camp shortly and have all been 
looking forward to this, planning and preparing for what can be the high point of a school year.   Unhappily 
Rebecca Brown, the senior teacher of the team, has been ill and her doctor’s advice is that she will not be ready for 
something as physically and emotionally draining as a school camp.  While this is very disappointing for Rebecca 
and the children we have been able to get a booking at the same place for the second week of Term 2.  While the 
weather may not be quite as warm we should be able to run a full programme and it does give us a little extra time 
to “fitten up”.  The seniors are off on a day tramp today in preparation for the camp.  The fittest of them will do the 
Tongariro Crossing while they are away while the rest take on a shorter track. 
 
Wellington is buzzing at the moment with the start of the International Festival of the  Arts.  It has been a pretty 
good place to be all round over the summer with all sorts of events.  We have always been engaged in the festival 
but this year there seem to have been fewer opportunities for schools.  There is no-one performing in schools and 
nothing particularly suitable for juniors.  Our middle school though are booked for 3 shows, Echoa, The Tragical 
Life of Cheeseboy, and Dirty Beasts.  The senior school was not booked in because of camp and it is probably too 
late and there are too many other things going on.   This is the sort of thing which is a feature of the school’s local 
curriculum and that we are able to do easily. 
 
Email addresses for the newsletter continue to come in and we are now down to 68 printed copies being sent 
home.  Our goal is to get to zero and have all newsletters go out through an emailed link so please keep these 
addresses coming.  It saves us a great deal of time and effort at the school end and moves the deadline for 
finishing the newsletter out by several hours. 
 
A big weekend of sport coming up during which we might be able to beat the Australians twice, something which 
always gives a great deal of pleasure.  
 
I read a low(ish) key riot act to the school the other day about sunhats. It was not so much about the wearing of the 
hats as about the attitude of a number of children, seniors in particular, when they are reminded about it.  Teachers 
are a little tired of the moaning and groaning that goes on and the arguments about  being in the shade.  The rule 
has been simplified.  If the children are outside they wear a hat.  It doesn’t matter if they are under a tree, in the 
shadow of a building, if it is cloudy, cold, wet, windy.  Outside means hats!  Your support by making sure that 
children have hats is appreciated. 

Bill Sutton 
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Internet Agreements 
The internet agreements have been trickling in and Rooms 2, 7, 9 and 10 have them all returned.  There are now 
41 children across the rest of the school who have not yet returned them.    A note will come home with these 
children on Friday and I am hopeful that all the agreements will be returned by Monday. 

 

http://www.thorndon.school.nz/documents/JuniorInternetAgreement.pdf for Years 1 - 4 
 http://www.thorndon.school.nz/documents/SeniorInternetAgreement.pdf for Years 5 - 8. 

 

Extension and Enrichment 
We decided at the end of last week on who would 
be in the Sports Squad and the Young Leaders 
Group and there will have been a number of 
disappointed children.  We were delighted with the 
level of interest and the number of applications we 
received and deciding who got into these groups 
was extremely difficult.  Membership of these 
groups is reviewed each term so there are still 
opportunities for those who didn’t make it this time 
round.   
Congratulations to the following children.  We look 
forward to working with them over the course of 
this year. 
 
 

Sports Squad Young Leaders 
Brittany Antipas Olive Brown 
Waylon Shadlock Charquera Cribb 
Mikaela Bovey Victoria Hunter 
Aliyah de la Mare Olivia Yeo 
Alexis Ruwhiu-Eramiha Georgina Lomax-Sawyers 
Taylor Mauriohooho Sian Williams-Jones 
Alex Gooch Rebecca Toimata 
Datu Beech Jeremiah Paku 
Brandon Takavarasha Erin Monckton 
Sam Panganiban Connor Smith 
Pio Lupo  
Eliza Muldrock  

 

The Sports Squad has already had it’s first outing 
having gone out to watch the Phoenix train on 
Tuesday and to talk with the players.  They will all 
be willing the Phoenix on come the weekend. 
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New Children 
We have one new pupil to welcome this week.  He 
is: 
 

Andrew Sknar Y 2 Room 3 - Tarata 
 
Andrew and his family have arrived very recently 
from Ukraine so everything is still very strange.  We 
welcome them to the school community and hope 
they enjoy the school, the city and the country. 

Earth Nuts Enviro Group Update 
This is another of our extension and enrichment groups 
and again, the interest is high. 
  
Application forms have gone out to the people who 
have expressed interest. In Rooms 5, 6, and 7 just 
about everyone wanted a form!  
 
Forms need to be handed in to Meta by 3pm on 
Monday the 8th March or emailed to one of the three 
teachers involved. 
 
meta@thorndon.school.nz 
rebeccan@thorndon.school.nz 
rebeccab@thorndon.school.nz 
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Water 
We bought a considerable quantity of water for the 
fair and we still have quite a lot of this left.  It is 
taking up space in the hall and we would like to 
move it on. 
Some of you may be interested in buying a case 
for home use – a very healthy addition to a lunch 
box!.  Others may belong to sports clubs or other 
groups who might be interested in buying some 
cases and possibly selling them. 
There are 24 500 ml bottles in each case and we 
are selling these at $30 per case.  This works out 
at $1:25 per bottle which I think is a good deal 
cheaper than you would pay from a store. 
 
If you are interested please give Hela a call 
 

 Term 1 Calendar 
Mar 8 Year 5/6 to Arts Festival 
Mar 10 Rooms 8/10 to Te Papa  
Mar 11 Sausage Sizzle – middle and senior 
Mar 11 Adopt-a-Producer visit to Junior School 
Mar 12 Nominations close 
Mar 12 Y 5/6 to Arts Festival 
Mar 12  Board elections – nominations close 
Mar 16 Central Zone Cricket 
Mar 18 Market Day – camp fund-raiser. 
Mar 19 Year 5/6 to Arts Festival 
Mar 22 Stadium Sports – Year 5/6 
Mar 23 School Swimming Sports 
Mar 25 BoT Meeting - 6:30 staff room. 
Mar 26 Voting closes for BoT elections 
Mar 30 Junior School to Wairarapa. (R 1-4) 
  
Apr 1 Election results declared. 
Apr 1 Term ends – 3:00 
  
Apr 19 Term 2 begins  

World Maths Day Room 3 
 
Yesterday was 'World Maths Day' and room 3 did 
a 'Life size Dinosaur'. First we used dinosaur 
pictures to measure ourselves then we did an 
outline of the dinosaur on a piece of paper. We 
were then sent away in groups to think, how could 
we make a life size dinosaur. We put all our ideas 
together and measured it with our dinosaur picture 
to make it bigger. We had great fun. 
 
By Sophie, Lila and Renwick 
 

Parent Help 
We already have a number of parents involved 
with coaching and managing sports teams and we 
will be looking for more as the year goes on.  
There are other ways in which you can help and 
we are looking for some parents to help with 
Reading. We do not want you to teach but to read 
to children.  There is a good deal of evidence to 
show that regular reading to children can have a 
positive effect on their comprehension skills and 
we would like some parents to come in to read to 
and with some children who need a bit of a reading 
boost.  Leris Everitt, the Resource Teacher: 
Literacy. Will select books and talk to parents 
about what is needed.  Please get in touch with 
either Leris at leris@thorndon.school.nz or let your 
child’s classroom teacher know. 
 
Our junior and middle school classes are involved 
with Discovery Learning each week and the more 
adults able to help the better.  Children cook, 
garden, paint, construct, build – they do all sorts of 
things.  If you think you could help please get in 
touch with the classroom teacher. 
 
A new little garden area has been created beside 
the driveway and there is an opportunity for a small 
gardening group to start, initially taking care of this 
area but eventually expanding into other parts of 
the school.  Maybe there is someone out there who 
could spare an afternoon each week to take a 
group?  Again, could you send us an email or let 
the classroom teacher know. 
 

World Maths Day Room 8 
 
We collected rubbish in 6 different areas for 15 
mins. We sorted it into Rubbish, Reuse-ables, 
Recyclables and Compost. We were stunned at 
how much we collected in such a short time. The 
beer bottles and cigarettes were a worry! We are 
working on a stats display for the office foyer. We 
also cooked rice in a solar cooker. We estimated 
the time it would take. One group was spot on with 
an hour and 15 minutes. Then we ate the rice with 
soya sauce and salt. We used our hands! During 
lunch a massage shop accepting “fake money” for 
payment was opened in the playground. In the 
afternoon we made paper planes and had 2 
competitions on the court – which ones flew the 
furthest and which ones did the most tricks. We 
also did geometric art based on Cook Island 
Tivaevae. We had a great day of Maths outside the 
classroom! 
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Author Visit 
 

Derek Landy, the British author of the hugely 
popular Skulduggery Pleasant books, will be at The 
Children's Bookshop in Kilbirnie Plaza on March 
30th from 4pm until 4.30pm to meet his readers and 
sign copies of his books. 
All are welcome, there is no charge, and readers 
may bring their books with them for signing. 
 

Board Elections 
Nominations are now open and you have until 
noon on the 12th of March to get a nomination in if 
you are interested. 
If you are on the roll – and parents of all our 
current enrolments are – you are perfectly entitled 
to nominate yourself. 
Any of the curent board would be happy to takls 
with anyone interested and contact details are on 
the website. 

World Maths 
Day Room 6 
Room 6 made and 
sold smoothies for 
World Maths Day 
and raised  $189 
which they will be 
donating to the 
neonatal clinic for 
premature babies.  

 
 

 
Room 3 children engaged in their dino-maths 

 

World Maths Day Rooms 1 & 2 
 
Here are some photos of Rooms  1 & 2 trying to display 
the data from their traffic survey. 

 
 

International Festival of the Arts  
Two of our middle school children took part in a 
dawn powhiri for the opening of the Arts Festival 
last week and you can see them at the near end 
of this picture. 
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Sports Squad 
On Tuesday the Sports Squad went to watch the Phoenix practise in Petone. It was a great experience 
and opportunity to learn about some soccer skills and different body movements. The most valuable 
thing we learnt is that they always have team work and push their skills even in practices. We also learnt 
a lot about how they train and how their coaches push the players to their limits. The first thing we saw 
was the warm-up drills, They were playing piggy in the middle with their feet. It focused on passing the 
ball without letting the defender (the piggies in the middle) get it. After they finished playing piggy in the 
middle they split into two groups. One group were the goalies who focused on saving goals. The second 
group were the rest of the team and they mainly focused on ball skills.  After half an hour they came 
together and split into two teams. They played a game which was set up in a different way from a normal 
soccer field. They had one of the team’s goals going straight and the other team’s goal sideways. As we 
were watching the game we realised that they exceed and extend their skills a lot in the practises by 
having smaller field area so that they have more ball time. They do this by practising hard as if it was a 
game.  We also saw them using different skills and techniques combining them to make a really good 
and friendly team. Around the end of the practise they seemed to be losing energy fast, and at that 
moment we learnt that they still persist until the end of the whole practise. 
 
We really enjoyed the experience with them because they showed us a lot about having fun and at the 
same time persevering and presenting really good skills for us to learn. We also enjoyed being there and 
getting free things from them and meeting them in person. 
  

From Sports Squad 

Come and Celebrate 
Children’s Day 

 
Sunday, 7 March 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
At Wellington Central Library 

 

For a fun time  with face painting  and story reading  for the children. 
 

~ Presenting Our Readers  ~ 
 

·  Steve Joll from The Breeze 

·  Gregory Fortuin from the Families Commission 

Julia Hennessy, Family Works General Manager 
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