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| Plus ¢a change, plus c'est la méme chose

Action List
Do we have your email address for the newsletter? |:| Are you coming to the school picnic? \:|
Are you coming to the Meet the Teacher barbecue? |:| Does your child have an appropriate sunhat? |:|
Have you sent in your child’s internet agreement? |:|

Dear Parents

Kia ora. Déja vu all over again! Having seen the stories about how a number of primary schools in Wellington
have decided that homework is not a good thing, a stance backed up by national and international research, |
looked back at last year’'s newsletters. | found that | wrote a comment at about this time last year when there was a
story about schools taking a different approach to homework for exactly the same reasons. | said then that it was
nice to see other schools catching up to us and it still is. This is a position we have promoted for at least 10 years
and during that time the research evidence has continued to grow. | guess it all has to do with the start of a new
school year!

| also said last year that we have some expectations as to what school related activities might take place at home
and there are really three “formal” things we would like to happen at home. The first is for regular reading - by
parents to and with children, by children to and with parents, by children on their own. Reading to children can
have a significant effect on the development of comprehension skills particularly when there is some discussion
about what has been read. There are hundreds of books available which both children and parents can enjoy. The
second is for children to learn their basic facts — really what we used to call our tables. By the time children are at
the end of Year 6 they should know them all and these too can be made into a low key, fun activity. Once they
have been mastered the need for constant repetition disappears. One of the things that Mathletics, which we are
subscribing to as a school, provides is a series of online games and drills that reinforce the fast recall of these
basic facts. As part of our subscription children will be able to access the site at home. You will get more
information about this a little later. Third is spelling. Children are expected to master sets of high frequency words
contained in SpellWrite. Once they have mastered these lists there is little point to children taking home random
lists of dictionary words to learn. Other than this there should be no formal homework. What is more important is
interactions between parents and children — talk, play, games, visits.

There has been an astonishing focus on education since the start of the school year and it is beginning to look very
much as if National Standards will define 2010 in primary education. This is a real shame as it diverts attention
from so many of the good things that are happening in New Zealand schools and the rhetoric paints a picture of an
education system in crisis, something which the evidence shows is simply not so. The debate continues and
NZPF, the Principals’ Federation, has put together a survey for parents and schools. This is an opportunity for you
to put your views to NZPF. The survey can be found at https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/M5PNZYC . | will place
the link on the curriculum page of the school’s website.

Also out this week are two reports from an Inter Party Working Group. One, Step Change: Success the Only
Option, promotes what seems, at first sight anyway, to be an ill-conceived and poorly thought out proposal to
manage the learning of the top 5% and the bottom 20% of pupils. It is difficult to see how this would work and why
schools would want to participate. Principals around the city have read the press release with some disbelief.
The other, Free to Learn, is a much more substantial document which examines the whole compulsory sector. It
makes reference to increasing choices, increasing school autonomy, teacher standards, school property, and
information provision. | will read both reports in full with considerable interest.

| hope that things settle down shortly and that we can direct all our attention to our core business of teaching and
learning. These things, the battle about the standards in particular, are distractions for all of us.

Of more immediate concern is the Meet the Teacher barbecue tomorrow. At the moment we have 23 people —
adults and children — attending besides staff. | am sure that more people will turn up and we would really like to
know for catering purposes. Please send through an email to let us know if you haven't already done so. The
forecast is marginal and we will make a decision at lunchtime about whether to go ahead. Remember, we see this
as a social event to allow you to meet teachers and other parents, not as a time to discuss pupil performance or
programmes in any detail.
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A reminder that we ask that all children and parents read and sign our internet agreement which can be found on
the website using the links below. Until we get these back children are unable to access the internet at school
which means that there are a number of opportunities — like Mathletics — that they cannot take advantage of.

http://www.thorndon.school.nz/documents/JuniorinternetAgreement.pdf for Years 1 - 4

http://www.thorndon.school.nz/documents/SeniorinternetAgreement.pdf for Years 5 - 8.

Let us know if you are unable to access these so we can provide you with a hard copy.

In the sports arena our attention this weekend will be on the Round the Bays walk on Sunday. We have 40 adults
and children from the school taking part so fingers are crossed for a fine day. We should also direct some attention
to the beautiful game as the Phoenix works its way to the top of the league and we might spare a thought for the

Hurricanes in their first home game.

Bill Sutton

New Children

We have had one new child start since last
Thursday not the two we had expected as one did
not, in the end move into the area.

The new pupil is:

| Basil Abdallah

| Y1 | R2-Harakeke |

Welcome to Basil and his family.

New Staff

We have had three new staff members start this
year and | would like to welcome all of them to the
staff.

They are:
Lisa Stratford Part-time teacher. Lisa

releases Krista Huber for

Reading Recovery on

Mondays,  Wednesdays,

Thursdays and Fridays.
Rosalie Hill Rose is a past staff

member who is the mother
of last year's Roots of
Empathy  baby, Liam.
Rose is releasing Krista on
Tuesday mornings and
also provides classroom
release for one other staff
member.

Amanda is a teacher aide
working in Room 11 and
was here as a student
teacher last year.

Amanda Searle

New staff members always bring something
different to the school and we look forward to
working with Lisa, Rosalie and Amanda.

Extension and Enrichment

Thank you to those parents who have sent in
nominations for the Sports Squad and the Young
Leaders group. If you are still considering this |
need to remind you that these are due tomorrow.
We will sort out the membership over the weekend
and early next week so late applications cannot be
considered. We are keen to get the programme
up and running.

Email any nominations to Natasha Jackson at
natasha@thorndon.school.nz giving reasons for
the nominations.

Assessments

In the calendar you will see that PAT and STAR
assessments are due to begin next week. We are
well ahead of ourselves and most of these have
already been completed and the data entered.

We will use the results of this formal assessment
to inform planning for teachers, identify next steps
for individuals, and report resource needs for the
board.

Individual achievement will be reported to parents
as part of our reporting cycle.

Blogs,Wikis, and Nings

Last year all classes set up blogs to keep parents
informed about what was going on in classrooms.
Parents were invited to look at these blogs and
post comments, an invitation that was taken up by
a small number.

This year most classes have progressed to wikis
which are more interactive and have more
functionality. Rooms 9 and 11, the senior classes,
have set up Nings, which are a little more
advanced again.

| hope that you will take a look at these, interact
with pupils and find them a useful tool for keeping
in touch with your child’s learning. All can be
accessed through the Our Classes page of the
website.
http://www.thorndon.school.nz/ourclasses.htm
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STAR DANCE ACADEMY
www.stardanceacademy.co.nz

DREAM IT - DANCE IT - DO IT
Juniors- 5-7years
Intermediates- 8-10 years
Seniors- 11-13years
CONTACTS
Ms Bex- 0276365819
Ms Chloe- 0272859275
stardancewellington@gmail.com

Eat Wise

On Wednesday morning a number of our Year 3/4
pupils and teachers dragged themselves out of bed
in time to be at New World Thorndon at 6:30 to
help with the launch of a new programme — Eat
Wise and Exercise.

The programme was launched by the Minister of
Health, Tony Ryall, and the children helped fill
lunch boxes and had the opportunity to talk with
one of the Silver Ferns, as well as receive a few
gifts. Some photos of the children are below.

This fitted in perfectly with the school's
identification as an Active School and with the
Healthy Heroes programme Rooms 5, 6 and 7 are
involved with. You can get more information on
Healthy Heroes from the Room 7 Wiki or by visiting
this website.

Term 1 Calendar

Feb 19 Meet the Teacher — barbecue.

Feb 22 PAT assessments begin.

Feb 23 Year 3/4 Rippa Rugby.

Feb 24 School Picnic — Maidstone Park.

Feb 26 Nominations for Board elections open.
Mar 2 Rippa Rugby Y5/6

Mar 2 Year 7/8 to Arts Festival

Mar 3 World Maths Day

Mar 4 Year 5/6 to Arts Festival

Mar 8 Year 5/6 to Arts Festival

Mar 12 Nominations close

Mar 15 Year 7/8 camp (to be confirmed)

Mar 16 Central Zone Cricket

Mar 16 BoT Meeting — 6:30 staff room (TBC)

Mar 19 Year 5/6 to Arts Festival

Mar 22 Stadium Sports — Year 5/6

Mar 23 School Swimming Sports

Mar 26 \oting closes for BoT elections

Apr 1 Election results declared.

Apr 1 Term ends — 3:00

Apr 19 Term 2 begins
You may note some additions and alterations to
this calendar. The swimming sports have been
added and some of the dates for the election
process have been changed because | have been
a day ahead of myself all the way through.

www.healthyheroes.org.nz
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Email Newsletter

Please put me on the email list for the newsletter.

Name

Child’s Name

Email address
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School Picnic

Wednesday 24 ™ of February

Maidstone Park

Leaving Wellington from the Railway Station at 9:30

Leaving Upper Hutt 2:00

Please be at school at 9:00!

There will be limited space on the train for extra parents. You are most welcome to join
us at Maidstone Park. If you need to travel with u s please let your class teacher know so
we can keep a track of numbers.

Your child will need:
Sun hat
Cold drink
Big morning tea and lunch
Togs/ towel preferably in a tog bag (please name al |
items of clothing)

Your child will not_ need money and will not be allowed to go to a
shop or cafeteria.

If you plan to take your child home from Maidstone you (Carer or parent) must see your
child’s teacher before leaving.

Wests Junior Rugby Player Registration for 2010 for both Boys & Girls

Player Registration is occurring for 2010 on the following dates:

. Thurs, 25" Feb 5pm-7pm (Including a visit by Hurricanes players)
. Sat, 27" Feb 1pm-3pm
- Mon, 1* March 5pm-7pm

Please see http://www.wests-junior-rugby.org.nz for more details (including weight limits for each age
group)
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