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One kind word can warm three winter months 
 

Action List 
    
    

Activity fees for Term 2 are $25:00.  Have you paid?  Are you coming to the Numeracy evening?  

    

Do you want a T Shirt?  Have you sent in your donation?   

    

Are you coming to the Maori/Pasifika parent evening?    

 

 

Dear Parents  
 

Kia ora 
As everyone will know, we do not promote homework at Thorndon School - for a raft of good reasons 
backed up by research both here and overseas - but this does not mean that there are not things you 
can do at home to help your children’s learning.  We have expectations that children will read and be 
read to at home, learn and use basic number facts and learn their spelling – up to a certain level.  There 
are all sorts of things parents can do with their children to reinforce learning and give them opportunities 
to practice things in real life situations and in a fun way. 
 
On Thursday of next week we are holding a short information evening for parents on the numeracy 
contract.  This is an opportunity for you to come along to school for an hour or so with your children, to 
hear something about the programme from the regional coordinator and to engage with your children 
and learn about ways you can reinforce learning at home.  We will provide you with soup and a roll or a 
barbecued sausage in bread, you can buy a drink, chat to teachers and other parents and, we hope, 
have a bit of fun while you learn a few games and other activities.  We do need to know for catering 
purposes, how many people will be attending so if you haven’t sent in a return slip can you please do so 
as soon as possible.  We will start at 5:30 and go through till about 6:30 or 7:00 and remember, we are 
expecting the children on this occasion. 
 
We also plan an evening for the parents of our Maori/Pasifika children at which we will look at 
achievement results, the Ministry’s strategy for both Maori children – Ka Hikitea – and for Pasifika 
children – the Pasifika Education Plan - as well as looking at the new curriculum.  We will meet in the 
staff room at 7:00 and we would love to see all of you there.  This meeting was originally planned for 
May 21 but I think two evenings at school in one week might be overkill for most people so we will 
change this meeting to Wednesday 27 May. Can you please indicate on the return slip later in the 
newsletter  if you will be coming.     
 
There is some information further into the newsletter about other  meetings to help inform you about 
what goes on in junior classrooms. 
 

Bill Sutton 
Numeracy Evening 
 
Yes, we will be attending the Numeracy Evening on May 21. 
 
       
         Adults                                                   Name 
 
 
        Children                                                  Room 
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Term 2 Calendar 
There have been a couple of changes to the 
calendar, most notably the change of date of the 
self defence course for senior girls.  We have put 
this back to the second week in June, after Stage 
Challenge which takes a great deal of time and 
effort. 

 

May 18 Young Leaders Day 
May 19 School Cross Country 
May 19 St Mary’s College Open Morning 
May 21 Numeracy Evening 
May 26 Julia Davidson – Wellington Girls Principal 

to speak to Y8 parents 
May 27 Boostrix vaccinations  Y7/8 
May 27 Gardasil vaccinations Y8 girls 
May 27 Maori/Pasifika parents meeting 
May 27 Curriculum Consultation Meeting - lunchtime 
  
Jun 1 School closed – Queen’s Birthday 
Jun 2 Central Zone Cross Country 
Jun 8 Y1/2 to Te Papa - Matariki 
Jun 9 Wellington Girls Open day. 
Jun 10 Y3/4 to Te Papa - Matariki 
Jun 11 Stage Challenge Y7/8 
Jun 16 Senior Girls Self Defence 
Jun 17 Senior Girls Self Defence 
Jun 23 BoT Meeting 
Jun 29 Y 4-8 to performance at Capital E 
  
Jul 3 Term Ends  

Successes 
On Monday we sent off a group of children to 
represent the Central Zone at the Interzone 
Swimming Sports.  For the first time it has been 
acknowledged that club swimmers have an 
advantage over those who are not part of a club 
and the competition has been run in two parts.  
We enjoyed some success in both areas.  
Congratulations to: 
 
Club Swimmers 
Jonathan Rogers 
            2nd – Year 8 Boys 50 Freestyle 
            2nd – Year 8 Boys 25 Backstroke 
            1st – Year 8 Boys 25 Butterfly 
            3rd – Year 8 Boys relay 
 

Christopher Andrews 
            3rd – Year 8 Boys 25 Butterfly 
            2nd – Year 8 Boys 25 Freestyle 
            3rd – Year 8 Boys 50 Freestyle 
            3rd – Year 8 Boys relay 
 
Non-Club swimmers 
Keegan Symonds,  Pedro Massignani (with Jonathan 
and Chris  
           3rd – Year 8 Boys relay  
Brittany Antipas 
            2nd – Year 7 Girls 25 Backstroke 
Alex Gooch 
            1st – Year 7 Girls 25 Freestyle 
Sian William-Jones 
            2nd - Year 7 Girls 25 Freestyle 
 

Well done everyone. 
Cross Country 
As you will all know, the school cross country is to 
be held at the botanic gardens next week (May 19th) 
and we have put a link on the website to maps 
showing the routes.  This link can be found in the 
Key Dates area and also appears below. 
 

www.thorndon.school.nz/documents/CrossCountryCourses.pdf  
 

The Year 4 group will be the first away at about 9:30 
and the others will go off in order every 15 minutes 
or so after that with the Year 8 group being the last. 
We cannot be much more precise about times 
because it depends to some extent on the speed of 
the last few runners at each level.  All start from 
Anderson Park. 

 

New Pupils 
 We have had one more new pupil enrol this 
week. 
 

He is: 
 

Mathias Toimata Y1 New Entrants - Nikau 
 

Mathias joins his older sister, Rebecca, and we 
hope he enjoys his time here. 
 

As the numbers in the junior room grow over the 
term Beth and Sue will spend more time teaching 
as a team until we have the numbers to split into 
2 classes. 

Don’t forget to keep selling Entertainment books. 

Dental Caravan 
The Dental Caravan is at Otari School at present 
and you can contact Marijke Conway there if you 
have any concerns – 027 241 8755. 
 
The caravan will be based here later in the year and 
all children will have their teeth checked. 
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Board News 
The Board of Trustees met on 28 April, where the 
main topics for discussion were the 2009 budget, 
our fundraising wishlist including the art auction, 
property (White House progress and KimiOra), 
and the Curriculum.  The 2009 Budget “breaks 
even” and was approved.  Break-even means that 
there is nothing leftover at the end of the year 
which is why Carleen and her team are really 
keen for you to be aware of the fundraising 
activities, and particularly the school equipment 
wishlist.  Bill reported good progress on the White 
House renovations and library deck, while the 
discussions with the Ministry over Kimi Ora have 
been a little slow.  An architect has surveyed the 
KimiOra site on our behalf and we await his report 
before beginning to pull together a submission to 
the Ministry for obtaining the site for Thorndon 
School.  Work continues on the “new” Curriculum 
– Chris Arcus from the Ministry gave a very 
informative session to parents, and teachers have 
attended workshops.  Following the (now 
forgotten) media panic about swine flu, Bill 
assured us that the school’s Pandemic Plan was 
up to date, and finally, the Board noted that the 
previous term’s testing in maths and reading had 
produced the expected level of achievement 
across the school. 

Mandy Hancock – Chairperson 
  

 

Information Sessions 
We had a relaxed and enjoyable social evening last 
Friday to allow parents new to the school to meet 
teachers and board members and will do the same 
thing later in the year for those who enrol their 
children in the second half of this year.  While it was 
intended as an informal occasion we did use the 
opportunity to ask parents of junior school children – 
Years 1 – 4 – what times would suit them best to 
come into school to find out something about what 
their children are learning and how we go about 
teaching them.  The consensus seemed to be  that 
lunchtime sessions would be best so the junior  
school staff have organised the following sessions 
from 1:30 – 2:00. 
 

Writing Beth Huntington Tues 26 May 
Reading Krista Huber Tues 2 June 
Discovery Sue Holman Tues 9 June 
Maths Zeeta Andrew  Tues 16 June 
Assessment Alistair du Chatenier Tues 23 June 

 

We hope that parents will be able to eat their lunch 
– perhaps with their children – and then join 
teachers in the staff room for half an hour to hear 
something about what happens and perhaps to ask 
a few questions. 

 

Earth Hour 
Earlier this year a number of our children  – those 
in the Envirogroup – were involved in the lauch of 
Earth Hour. 
A number of photos of the launch have just 
arrived so we have put them in the newsletter this 
week. 
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Earth Hour Launch 

Puppets 
Yesterday the Year 1 – Year 6 classes watched a puppet performance by Norbert Hauser, a puppeteer 
who has been working in Wellington for quite a number of years now.  This was definitely a low tech 
performance with no bells, whistles, computer grahics or other technological marvels and the children 
were enthralled and utterly engaged. 

 
New Staff 
I would like to welcome two new members of staff who have started this week. 
They are: 
 

Denise McCarthy who will be working 25 hours a week with Special Needs children as well as providing 
curriculum support for others needing a little bit extra from time to time.  Denise joins Kate Minto who is 
already in the school and the two of them will work in parallel. 
 

Jimmy Metherall who is working 15 hours a week providing support in the senior area of the school as 
well as organising and running a number of activities during morning tea and the lunch hour. 
 

Teacher aides work as part of a team and play a very important role within the school and we very much 
look forward to working with Denise and Jimmy and making use of their individual skills and experience. 
 

We now have a reasonably large team of aide with Regina Singh rejoining us after her recent teaching 
practice in Room 5 as part of her teacher training programme. 

Maori/Pasifika Parent Evening 
 
Yes, we will be attending the parent evening on May 27. 
 
       
         Adults                                                Name 
 

 
        Child (ren)                                                         Room 
 

                                                                                  Room 
                                                                                  

                                                                                  Room 
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