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A lovely thing about Christmas is that it's compulsory, like a thunderstorm, and we all go through it together. 
 Garrison Keillor 

 
Action List 

    

Are you coming to the barbecue?  Have you ordered any water?  

    

Have you returned the report survey  Have all accounts been settled?  

    

    
 

 

Kia ora tatou 
We are almost at the end of the school term and over the next week we will be saying goodbye to our 
Year 8 students and reflecting on a year that as well as having been busy has also been very productive 
and has seen a number of significant successes.  At the same time we are looking ahead to a new year 
with new staff and new directions as we prepare to implement the new curriculum in 2010.  I have said 
already that this curriculum introduces an exciting time in education and will require a shift in thinking for 
teachers, parents and students, a shift we may not find comfortable.  Central to the development of this 
curriculum is the concept of “Learning for the 21st Century” and what might be required for 21st Century 
learners to succeed.  We are all going to have to learn to accept that learning and teaching approaches 
that have suited us may not suit our children who will be living in a different world.   As I say, hugely 
challenging but hugely exciting. You will be increasingly involved as 2009 progresses. 
 
I have already sent home a notice about the fair and I really have little to add except to reiterate what a 
wonderful result it was, the best ever, and yet another year where we exceeded the previous year’s 
result by a considerable margin. That we did so well was due largely to the efforts of a small group of 
parents who have been working since the middle of the year to ensure its success. I doubt that many 
people realise just how many balls are in the air at once, especially during the last month.  It doesn’t stop 
at 6:00pm on the Sunday either and there are various debriefing meetings going on this week and next 
week to try to make sure that any issues that may have cropped up are resolved well before the 2009 
fair.  In a rash and highly optimistic moment I said to a journalist that 300 or 400 parents were involved 
one way or another, basing this on the current roll of 260.  I know, and have been reminded, that it was 
well short of this figure but we are treating this as an aspirational number for next year so perhaps 
everyone should diary the date now.  Sunday 6th December, 2009! 
 
A huge thanks again to the committee, to all the sponsors whose names appear in the back pages of 
this newsletter, and to all those parents who were willing and able to contribute their time and energy. 
 
Christmas is almost on us and we are well into the silly season. Everyone, I know, is extremely busy and 
probably stressed to a greater or lesser degree by the demands of our southern hemisphere calendar 
which lumps Christmas, the end of the year and summer holidays all together.  We do not want to add to 
this but can I plead for a couple of returns to be sent back before the end of the year. With the reports 
came a little survey about these reports and our process. We have had a 7% return and would really like 
to get a minimum of 25%. The responses will help us as we develop our ideas for next year.  Year 8 
pupils will be bringing home a brief survey which we would really like to get back before the end of the 
year and we would really like to know, for catering purposes, how many will be at the barbecue 
tomorrow.  Any outstanding money should be in by the end of the week too. 
 
Class lists will come home tomorrow and later in the newsletter is a brief piece about the set up of the  
school next year.  The building project I have already mentioned is going to have a considerable effect 
on the way we are organised with lots of changes to make the start of the year extremely interesting. 

Bill Sutton  
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Christmas Party 
 
The Thorndon Residents’ Association invites all 
Thorndon residents and their families to “A 
Christmas Party in the Park” from 4-7pm on 
Sunday 14 December at Katherine Mansfield 
Park.  Bring your picnic blanket, a bottle of bubbly 
and join us for Xmas fun and games. There will be 
a lolly scramble, a Xmas stocking lucky dip, Xmas 
sack races and more.  Kids, bring along a 
Christmas Decoration to help decorate a tree in the 
park. Sausage sizzle and ice-blocks provided but 
feel free to byo drink and other food.  $2pp 
contribution appreciated to cover costs.  RSVP to 
 

Jo Freeman on 4722363 or         
markfreeman@xtra.co.nz.” 

Property Development 
We are still wrestling with the physical organisation 
of the school for next year but hope to have it 
sorted out by tomorrow.  The construction of a new 
classroom will have considerable impact on the 
location of classes at the beginning of 2009 and 
this, alongside changing numbers at various levels 
of the school, has made for some difficult 
decisions.   
 
It is always desirable in our view to keep teams 
together as far as possible in terms of where they 
are physically located in the school. Thus this year 
we have all the senior syndicate in the three rooms 
upstairs, the two Year 3/4 classes side by side, the 
same for the two Year 5/6 classes and all Year 1/2 
classes grouped around the top playground. 
 
Next year we will have only 2 Year 7/8 classes but 
there will be three Year 3/4 classes and we may 
need to make some wholesale changes in order to 
keep these teams together.  At the same time we 
need to look ahead to try ensure that there is some 
stability over the next two or three years. 
It is made a little easier by the fact that a 
classroom is a classroom and is not built to 
accommodate a particular age group but is made a 
little more difficult by the White House being out of 
action for Term 1. 

Water  
Don’t forget the water we have on sale 
 

500ml bottles of Spring Fresh Water with sports 
tops. 
 

Single Bottles 
$2:00 

 

Carton Lots (24 to a carton) 
$30:00 

 
Please let us know if you would like to buy any.  An 
order form appears later in the newsletter. 

Holiday Programme 
 

An exciting Bubble Dome School Holiday 
Workshop is available at St Catherine’s College in 
Wellington this summer from 21-23 January, 
offering Fashion Design and Wearable Arts!  This 
course will include designing mood boards, photo 
shoots and will end with a live catwalk show.   Go 
to www.bubbledome.co.nz  for more details or Call 
Jenny on: 09 622 0670 or Email:               

 

       . info@bubbledome.co.nz 
to book a place.  Hurry as spaces are filling fast! 
 

Capital Gymnastics 
 

End of Year Rhythmic Display  

 

A showcase of displays that each level (1-9) has 
been working on this term.   
This is an opportunity for any girls interested in 
starting Recreational or Competitive Gymnastics in 
the new year to see what Rhythmic Gymnastics is 
all about. 
 

Saturday 13 December 
10:00am 

Wellington Girls College Gymnasium  
Drama Classes 
After School Drama classes for 2009.  First Gear 
Productions is a well established Wellington Youth 
Theatre company.  We hold after school Drama 
Classes for ages 7 to 18 year olds.  Tutors Sarah 
Delahunty and Dayle Lee Jones have tutored and 
directed young people in drama for more than 
twenty years combined. Both tutors have a strong 
history in theatre, screen acting and radio.  For 
more information please contact Sarah at 
sarahdelahunty@xtra.co.nz   

After School Care 
After School Care will operate from 12:00 on 
Friday 19th of December when the school closes 
for the end of the term. 
 
As in previous years the charges for Friday will be 
the same as for any other Friday – there will be no 
charge for the extra 3 hours.  
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Cherries 
In the chiller at the Shepherds Arms are 60 
punnets of cherries (250 grams) that were not 
sold on Sunday.  They are still in very good 
condition and are available for purchase at 
$4:00 a punnet.  This will be on a first in, first 
served basis. There is an order form on the 
next page.  If you would like to get some of 
these please send in your money and the order 
tomorrow. 

Filming 
 

Children, from all over the school, have been hard at 
work writing and making films. These can be watched 
at:                                    .                  
http://www.youtube.com/user/ThorndonPrimary  
 
Enjoy! 
 

 
Water Fight 
I am sure your children will have told you about the 
water fight the whole school enjoyed last Friday.  This 
was the result of the election victory by the Freestylers 
in our school elections and was one of the policies 
they were elected on.  I must admit that I was initially 
sceptical but having got changed and having got my 
hands on some water I had a great time.  So did the 
rest of the staff and you can see some of them in the 
photos above. 

Farewells 
At the end of this term we farewell 41 Year 8 
pupils, a staggering number for Thorndon.  
Some of these children have been here only 
this year, some only this term, but there are 12 
who have been at Thorndon for their whole 
school life.  
 
Next Friday some families will be ending very 
long associations with the school.  Most 
notable, with the departure of Lydia from Room 
5, Glenn Barclay and Michelle Whiting come to 
the end of an 18 year relationship with the 
school. When George, Lydia’s older brother, 
started here all those years ago there were only 
about 100 children in the school, the White 
House was still a private dwelling and the 
administration area, Rooms 5 – 7 and the 
library were not even vague ideas.   They have 
seen enormous changes in education and 
administration over that time, some good, some 
bad and some indifferent.   Glenn was the 
board chair for a time and the whole family has 
had a significant role to play in the school 
community. 
 

Also reaching the end of their immediate 
membership of the school community are the 
families of Zac Boyle. Alex Bremner, Yasmin 
Jamal-Deen Larry, Yasmeen McNab-Anand 
and Alex Banks. 
 

I would like to thank these families for all the 
work they have done for and with the school 
over a long period of time and to wish them all 
the very best.  We hope that we will continue to 
have some contact and that we will hear about 
the further success of these children.  

RAROA MUSIC CENTRE ENROLMENTS  2009 
Raroa Music Centre offers Saturday morning group 
music lessons for primary school children at low 
cost.  Classes include choir, keyboard, recorder, 
drums, guitar, violin, cello, clarinet, flute and 
trumpet. 
 

To enrol for 2009 go to www.raroamusic.org.nz  
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Successes 
 
The 16-strong TS Taupo Sea Cadet Corps, of 
which Year 8 pupil Alona Perry is the 
youngest member, has been awarded the Ex-
Royal Navalman's Trophy for Most Efficient Sea 
Cadet Unit in New Zealand. Based in Mana, the 
unit beat 16 others to take the highly prized award. 
 
Well done Alona. 

  Term 4 Calendar  

 
Dec 12 Barbecue/Art walk. 
Dec 16 Board meeting 
Dec 16 Rooms 1 & 2  Parent Evening (6-7 pm) 
Dec 17 Year 8 Farewell Dinner. 
Dec 19 Term Ends – 12:00 
  
Feb 4 The new school year begins 
Apr 8 Last day of term 1  

Library Books.  

 

Please make sure that all library books are 
returned next week. 

Fair Wash Up 
We are missing a few of the aprons that workers 
on the school stalls used to collect money and give 
change. 
There are also a couple of the Hi Viz jackets and 
the green school hats still to be returned. 
 
If you have anything at all belonging to the school 
that you have taken home in a state of stupefied 
exhaustion on Sunday please return them to 
school as soon as possible. 

Wholly Bagels 
Wholly Bagels had a special offer for the fair of 2 
free Heinekens when you bought a 20” New York 
style pizza.  This offer remains open till Christmas 
but you must have a voucher. 
You can pick one up from the office – while stocks 
last! 

Barbecue 
 
Yes, we will be coming to the barbecue on December 12. 
 
                             
                             Adults                            
 
                             Children                                  Room  
 
Name                                                                   Child(ren) 

Water 
 
I would like to buy              cases of water at $30 for a 24 bottle case. 
 
 
                               Enclosed $ 
 
 
Name 
 
Child                                                                        Room No 

Cherries 
 Yes, we would like to buy cherries. 
 
                                                  Punnets @ $4:00 each. 

 
Name:                                                                                Enclosed  
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Thank you to the Gold Sponsors of the Thorndon Fair: 
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Thank you to the Silver sponsors of the Thorndon Fair: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Celeste Blakesley  
Massage Therapist 
021 214 5885 
Celeste.blakesley@nzdf.mil.nz 
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Mobile:    021 504 058 (Phil)       Mobile: 021 666 600 (Charles) 

A/hours:  0800 286 6697 (Phil)    A/hours:  0800 286 6697 (Charles) 

Office:     04 381 8655         
pmears@tommys.co.nz                cmorley-hall@tommys.co.nz 
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And thank you to supporters of the Thorndon Fair: 
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The Lions Club of Karori           
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Radius Pharmacy, Molesworth 

       �
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Body Balance Health Practice  
302 Tinakori Road 
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