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| Nothing makes a person more productive than the las  t minute. |
Action List
Have you sent in old clothing for the fair? [ ] Have you ordered any water? []
Have you sent in books? [ ] Canyou help on Saturday? [ ]
Are you coming to the barbecue? ] ]

Kia ora tatou
Here it is! Only 2 days away. | am sure that you are heartily sick of reading about the fair and the
constant requests for ‘things’ and ‘stuff’. Spare a thought though for the committee who have been living
and breathing the fair for the last few months, waking up in a sweat and suffering from bizarre
nightmares. Monday morning will be bliss for Carleen Needham, Carol Weston, Jacqui McVie, Carol
Shortis, Jo Freeman and Kelly Falconer who have been working so hard to get things organised. All that
remains is for everyone to turn up and do their thing, for the sun to shine and for thousands of
Wellingtonians to pour through the entrances, donating thousands of dollars!!
It is close now but we still have those last couple of days to get through, one more school day for you to
send things in and some last minute bits and pieces to complete. Books and clothing are the most
obvious and we will take those right through to Saturday. The school will be open from 10:00am on
Saturday so if you have books or clothing that you can't get to school tomorrow you could perhaps drop
them off then.

Bill Sutton

Fair Update
Extra hands needed on Saturday. Many thanks to all the parents who have volunteered their time
for the fair, or paid to sponsor student workers. We are getting close to having a full contingent
for Sunday. This is great but we always welcome any extras at the last minute so if you haven't
got your name down and can help, just turn up, come to the HQ at Upton Terrace and you will be
directed to somewhere that needs you.
We are though, a bit short on the Saturday Prep tea m. Last year this shortfall was taken up by
committee members but we have a HUGE day ahead on S unday and would like to get the
Saturday Prep wrapped up a bit faster this year. S o this is a general call to anyone who can
spare a bit of time to come down to school on Satur day. We will be there from 10:00 onwards,
sorting books and preparing food for the barbecues.
There is also a team at the old Nancy's Embroidery shop at 278 Tinakori Road. If you find
yourself in the area (kids going to the pool?) at a ny time on Saturday please put your head
around the door to see if you can lend a hand. It  would be much appreciated.

Because we are spread pretty thinly on the rosters it is really vital that you turn up at your
allotted time or contact your team leader if you ar e delayed/. Any queries about rosters please
contact Carol on 499 3479 (evenings) or Other than this it is all
systems go.

If anyone could arrange some excellent weather on S unday that would really top things off
Ranfurly Shield
Late breaking news! The Ranfurly Shield will be at
the fair headquarters between 10:00 and 12:30
and for a gold coin donation fairgoers will be able

taken of themselves with the shield and with Leo,
the Wellington Rugby Union mascot. | am sure
there will be plenty of young fans who will love this
opportunity.
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Changes 2009

At the end of most years there are some changes
to staff and this year is no exception.

Leaving us from the fulltime permanent staff is
Theresa Bowen, the teacher of Year 5/6 in Room
2. Theresa is taking a break from teaching to
manage a “Hot Yoga Centre” which | imagine will
be a completely different experience. Theresa
came to us four years ago as a Year 1 teacher and
leaves us having been an acting senior teacher for
3 terms this year. She has been the sports co-
ordinator ever since Kurt Knoche left and she has
also driven the school's involvement in the Enviro
Schools programme. Both of these have been
huge commitments and she will leave the school in
a strong position in both areas. We wish Theresa
all the best in her new life in the commercial world.
As she will be working in Wellington | am sure we
will continue to see her from time to time.

Also leaving are Heather Courtney who has been
in a fixed term position in Room 1 since taking over
when Diana Evans left at the end of Term 1, and
Adele Connor-Wills who has been working in a
part-time capacity since the start of Term 3. |
would like to thank both Heather and Adele for the
work they have done in the school over this year.

New appointments for 2009 are Meta Beyers, who
joins us from Paparangi School in Newlands, and
Niamh King, a teacher from England. These two
will bring a different range of experiences and skills
to the staff and the school and we look forward to
working with them. They are both very much
looking forward to joining the staff next year.

The full list of classroom teaching staff is:

Year 1 Beth Huntington
Year 1 Sue Holman
Year 1/2 Zeeta Andrew
Year 1/2 Krista Huber
Year 3/4 Alistair du Chatenier
Year 3/4 Rebecca Nicholls
Year 3/4 Niamh King

Year 5/6 Jane Stocker
Year 5/6 Meta Beyers
Year 7/8 Rebecca Brown
Year 7/8 Jay Smith

Changes 2009 (cont)

The larger number of classes will mean smaller
numbers in the junior school which is great, but it
means somewhat bigger classes at Year 7/8 which
is not quite so attractive though the class numbers
in this area will be quite reasonable. You will
notice that no room numbers have been assigned
to these classes. We have not yet made our final
decisions as to which class goes where and
because of the changing balance of the roll we will
have to make some changes.

We will have eleven classes next year as we
finished with this year and this means creating a
new classroom. As a result we will have to put up
with a building programme in the first term. Some
of this was going to happen anyway with
earthquake strengthening to be done in the top
floor of the White House. While this is going on we
will also be turning much of the ground floor of the
White House into a new classroom. The decisions
for what classes are in what room will also be
influenced by the building programme and one
class will probably have to use the Art Room for
term 1.

This work obviously means some disruption and
we will do our best to minimise it. It is, at the same
time, quite exciting, and with a major inquiry unit in
term 1 based around “Me and My Environment”
will give us plenty to think about.

I will keep you in touch with everything that is
going on.

Capital Gymnastics

End of Year Rhythmic Display

A showcase of displays that each level (1-9) has
been working on this term.

This is an opportunity for any girls interested in
starting Recreational or Competitive Gymnastics in
the new year to see what Rhythmic Gymnastics is
all about.

Saturday 13 December
10:00am
Wellington Girls College Gymnasium

Chess

A very brief comment on our Chess Competition
yesterday — more next week.

We had about 80 children taking part, from juniors
to seniors, and this represents roughly a third of
the school. Fantastic.
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Tennis Coaching
Capital Coaching Ltd

Thorndon Tennis Club
Katherine Ave
Thorndon

9:00 — 12:00
1:00 — 4:00

5" January — 8" January
Morning session $120 (week)
Afternoon Session $220 (week)

12" January — 15" January
Morning session $120 (week)
Afternoon Session $220 (week)
Coaching is also available in Term 1.

Contact Andy at andywheels@hotmail.com

Term 4 Calendar

Dec 5 The “freestylers”day (winners of the school
elections).
This seems to involve lots of water and a
sausage sizzle.

Dec 7

Dec 11 | Tabloid Sports

Dec 12 | Barbecue/Art walk.

Dec 16 | Board meeting

Dec 16 | Rooms 1 & 2 Parent Evening (6-7 pm)

Dec 17 | Year 8 Farewell Dinner.

Dec 19 | Term Ends — 12:00

Feb 4 The new school year begins

Apr 8 Last day of term. Please note that this is a

day earlier than originally planned. The
Ministry is granting 2 teacher only days
next year to allow for planning, preparation
and professional development on the
revised curriculum, and we will be
combining with other Wellington schools
for this on Thursday Apr 9, with Friday 10"
being Good Friday. There will be a 2" day
later in the year but we will give plenty of
notice.

Writing

In the snow forest it is
cold and dim.

Snow owils fly by from
tree to tree.

Everything sounds quiet.
| felt cold and lonely

Isobel (Room 10)

2009 Planning

Thank you to those people who have let us know
about enrolments next year and about children
who are leaving at the end of the year.

It is a huge help as we begin the exercise of
drawing up class lists for next year.

Thank you too to those of you who have contacted
us about class preferences. As | have said, we will
keep these in mind as we make up the lists but
please bear in mind that it is not always possible to
accommodate everyone’s preferences.

Pre-Loved Uniforms

The Parent Support Group at Wellington Girls
College runs a Pre-Loved Uniform Shop stocked
with high quality uniform items.

The January sale will be on Tuesday 27 January
between 3:30 pm and 5:30 pm in the WGC Student
Office — entrance off Pipitea St.

Sales are cash or cheque only and a proportion of
the money raised goes directly back to the school
to benefit the girls.

Information available on the website:
www.wellington-girls.school.nz

Water
Don't forget the water we have on sale

500ml bottles of Spring Fresh Water with sports
tops.

Single Bottles
$2:00

Carton Lots (24 to a carton)
$30:00

Please let us know if you would like to buy any. An
order form appears later in the newsletter.
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Reporting

We were a little ambitious in our assessment of
when the last of the reports would be handed in,
edited, revised and corrected and finally posted
out. Some of you will not have received them yet
but the last of them will be posted by the end of
Friday.

With the reports is a brief survey about our
reporting and | have already had a few returned.
Thank you for these.

Some questions have been asked through these
returns and some comments made which will help
us as we look at next year’s reporting.

Just a couple of explanatory notes in response to
one or two of the returns we have already had.
When we say that a child is achieving at average
levels we are generally referring to a national norm
or a national standard.

It has been pointed out that there is a confusing
anomaly in the Reading levels reported on in the
junior school and we will work out a way of
rationalising this so it is easier to understand.

Holiday Programme

The YMCA has been a little cannier with its
brochure and enrolment form this term, sending us
a PDF file that we can print rather than sending a
pack of pre-printed forms. Perhaps it is a reflection
of straitened economic times!

We will be a little cannier in turn, and print off only
what we need to.

If you let Hela know if you want a form she will print
one off and send it home.

Wholly Bagels Special

Wholly Bagels is one of the sponsors supporting
the school at the fair and they also, of course,
provide school lunches.

They will be open on the day of the fair and are
running a special for fairgoers.

Anyone ordering a large New York pizza will also
get 2 free Heinekens. At the end of a few hours
traipsing up and down Tinakori Road or slaving
over a hot school stall a pizza and a drink away
from the noise and the crowds could be quite
attractive!

Water

| would like to buy

Enclosed $

cases of water at $30 for a 24 bottle case.

Name

Child

Room No

Barbecue

Yes, we will be coming to the barbecue on December 12.

Adults

Children

Name

Room

Child(ren)
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Thank you to the of the Thorndon Fair:

™ SpringFresh pure New Zealand bottled artesian water

SPRI NG FRESH from Christchurch on the beautiful South Island is the
convenient and outrageously healthy way to stay

PURE NEW ZEALAND ARTESIAN WATER refreshed, hydrated and feeling good all day.

BEAUTY IN THE DETAIL

oon't pick a shoe let a shoe pick you

New Zoalands leading chain of sports footweaor and
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Thank you to the of the Thorndon Fair:

Celeste Blakesley

Massage Therapist

021 214 5885
Celeste.blakesley@nzdf.mil.nz
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Mobile: 021 504 058 (Phil) Mobile: 021 6660 (Charles)
A/hours: 0800 286 6697 (Phil)  A/hours: 080® B897 (Charles)
Office: 04 381 8655
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And thank you to supporters of the Thorndon Fair:

THE MOTOR DOCTORS
AN Thorndon

L
SBKIN anNu QUouy vnNerdapy

=" The Lions Club of Karori
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Radius Pharmacy, Molesworth

GEQRGE JANIS

HAITRNMREFRSSING

DALGALE L IAY

e N M A A 1
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Nancys Embroidery Shop

Nancys’

WWW.Nancys.co.nz

SPARC

ihi /AOTEAROA

Sport & Recreaton Few Zealand

Royal New Zealand Ballet

Body Balance Health Practice
302 Tinakori Road
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