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Every new beginning comes from some other beginning's end. 
Seneca 

 
Action List 

    

Have you volunteered to help with the fair?  Have you returned your photo form?  

    

Have you sent in any old books?  Have you sent in a scratchy for the fair?  

 

 

Kia ora tatou 
Art week is always hectic and we seem to be paddling twice as fast this year with a number of other 
activities having fallen in this week too.  However, there are a lot of innovative and creative activities 
going on, and while not all of them will end up permanently in the school, our environment will benefit.  
Art week is always a highlight for pupils and, in the end, for teachers, though it takes a while sometimes 
for teachers to realise this!  Yesterday I had an email from a pupil who left here five years ago.  Art Week 
was one of the things she mentioned as being among her favourite times of the school year.   While it is 
not what might be seen as conventional teaching there is a lot of learning going on while children are 
engaged in these activities.   We will organise a social function a little later in the term as we did last year 
so that you have the opportunity to come in and see some of what the children have done. 
 
The elections are over and we can now all get back to business – though of course Christmas is rushing 
towards us and that is always a bit of a distraction late in the term.  Before then of course we have the 
fair, after which there will be a bit of a sigh of relief before the painful business of Christmas shopping 
begins. 
 
As you know, the children held their own election and the winning party was The Freestylers, whose 
policies seemed to be pure populism.  One of their main planks was “sponging the teachers”, clearly 
appealing to the lowest common denominator!  Just like the big players, they will now have to enter into 
negotiations with another element of government.  I mentioned last week too that the seniors had voted 
in the Wellington Central Electorate.  The results taken over the three classes had Labour in front 
followed closely by Green with National a fairly distant third. 

Bill Sutton  
���������
As the fair gets ever closer it's time to re-issue our call for all the things we need to make it a big 
success. 
 

Scratchies - we could definitely do with a lot more of these. 
 

Books - great to see a steady stream of them coming into the office - do you have any more to add? How 
about your friends/neighbours, they may want to clear out their bookshelves too? 
 

Lucky dips - little treasures for little people, drop them to the office. 
 
We MAY be running a 2nd hand clothing stall but this has not been confirmed quite yet.  In the meantime 
hold onto any pre-loved clothing you might have been about to purge and we'll let you know when to 
bring it in. 
 
Have you been rung to volunteer on the day, or in the week leading up?  We need lots of people power 
to keep things running smoothly.  It's our big fundraiser for the year and can be a lot of fun. So if you can 
make time to help out - let us know! 
 
A big thank you from the Thorndon Fair Committee�
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Reports 
As I have mentioned and as you can see in the 
calendar, reports will be posted out later this term.  
While there should be no surprises in these reports 
we have allowed enough time for parents to 
contact classroom teachers if there are any 
aspects of the report that you would like to discuss. 
 
The Year 0 children, who have been at school a 
very short time, will not get a written report but 
parents are invited to contact Sue Holman, the 
Room 11 teacher, to talk with her if they wish. 
 
 
Children who arrived in the school towards the end 
of last term and this term will also not receive a 
written report but again, parents are welcome to 
contact classroom teachers to discuss the 
transition.  The parents of these children will all 
receive a note detailing this. 
 
Term 4 Calendar  

 
Nov 26 Inter Zone Athletics 
 All reports posted. 
Nov 28 Enviro Group to Somes/Matiu Island 
Nov 29 Muka Prints – Capital E 
Nov 30 Muka Prints – Capital E 
  
Dec 3 School Chess Tournament. 
Dec 7 The Fair 
Dec 11 Tabloid Sports 
Dec 16 Board meeting 
Dec 17 Year 8 Farewell Dinner. 
Dec 19 Term Ends – 12:00  

2009 
We are beginning our planning for next year and 
there will be some changes both in staff and in 
school organisation. 
We have a very big – relative to Thorndon– junior 
school at the beginning of next year and it seems 
likely that we will have 2 Year 1 classes, 2 Year 2 
classes and 3 Year 3/4 classes.  The middle 
school organisation of 2 Year 5/6 classes is likely 
to remain unchanged but in the senior school, at 
Year 7/8 we will probably go from 3 relatively small 
classes to 2 larger classes.  
This will mean some changes for children at the 
start of 2009 and class lists will be sent home 
before the end of this year. 
 
Staffing and teacher responsibilities are not settled 
at this stage and there may be some changes in 
this area too but we will wait to tell you about these 
until all appointments are made and we know 
exactly who will be here and who will not.   
 
If you have any preferences for where your child 
goes you can start to think about this and feed your 
thoughts to us either by talking to your child’s 
classroom teacher or by emailing me directly.  
 
While we will always take on board these thoughts 
and requests parents need to be aware that it 
simply may not be possible to accommodate 
everybody’s wishes.  The process of placing 
children in classes is relatively complex as we try 
to balance numbers, gender, abilities, special 
needs and social relationships among a number of 
other factors.  Wide consultation takes place within 
the school and we take into account information we 
get from children.  We do our best to get it right for 
the school and for the children but in spite of all the 
effort we sometimes have children or parents who 
would prefer to be in another class.  Changes 
become difficult as each change has a knock on 
effect resulting in other changes being necessary if 
we are to satisfy the various internal demands of 
the school. 
 
Children will sometimes be fearful of moving into a 
new class and sometimes they may find that not all 
of their friends are with them.  This may be a 
deliberate decision on our part or it may be forced 
on us by the way the numbers work. Nothing about 
class placements is capricious and you can be 
assured that we will  have given it a great deal of 
thought, and our experience is generally that 
children settle into new rooms in a reasonably 
short time. 

New Children 
We have had three new children move into the 
area since last week’s newsletter. 
They are: 
 

Renee Ruwiu-Eramiha Y8 R5 – Koromiko 
Joshua Ruwhiu-Eramiha Y4 R3 – Karaka 
Alexis Ruwhiu-Eramiha Y6 R1 - Manuka 

 
We welcome all three children and their mother to 
the school community and hope that they profit 
from the rest of this term. 
 

Art Week is a slightly different introduction to the 
school! 
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Holiday Help 
As part of the Enviroschools programme and 
Education for Sustainability we have been having a 
bit of a drive on the school environment. A number 
of classes have started gardens and more will 
become involved in this over the next few weeks. 
There is a high level of interest and we want to 
build on this. 
Unfortunately the holidays fall within the growing 
season for most of our plants and they are going to 
need a little bit of TLC while the school is closed.  
There will be a two or three week period between 
the day we close and sometime about January 12th 
when it is unlikely that there will be anyone in the 
school. 
I wonder if there is anyone living nearby who could 
be persuaded to water the plants every couple of 
days during this time.  I am confidently looking 
forward to the fine dry weather that will make this 
necessary! 
 
If you think you might be able to help please get in 
touch either by email or through your child’s 
classroom teacher. 

Successes 
This has been a particularly successful year for 
children engaged in extra-curricular and co-
curricular activities through our extension and 
enrichment programme, and the successes 
continue. 
 
BP Technology Challenge 
Congratulations to all three teams that competed in 
the BP Technology on Tuesday. The juniors came 
third in their challenge, the middle school won a 
$300 Technology kit for the school and the seniors 
showed impressive cooperation and team work. 
Well done to everyone involved and a big thank 
you to Gabby and Donna for their help with 
transport. 

Adele 
 

 
 
Radio Play 
A couple of weeks ago I mentioned that one of our 
pupils, Connor MacLeod, was a finalist in a 
national competition run by Vox Radio for a radio 
play. 
Judging took place last week and I am delighted 
that Connor was awarded second place.  This was 
a new activity for the school and to have this level 
of success at the first attempt is fantastic.  Well 
done Connor. 
These radio plays were to be performed and 
recorded last weekend and we are working to get a 
copy of Connor’s play. 

School Rules and Expectations.  
As a school we have a small list of rules but we 
have a set of expectations of children. 
Among the rules we have is one of no sweets at 
school.  This includes chewing gum.  In spite of 
this there seems to be a growing number of 
children wandering about the school chewing gum 
in the morning and during breaks.  Could parents 
please support us in this. 
 
We also ask that children do not bring toys to 
school.  There are a number of reasons for this.  
One is that of distraction with children tempted to 
start playing with toys and games at inappropriate 
times.  Of more significance to children – and 
perhaps to parents depending on the value of the 
toy – is the possibility of breakage or loss.  Class 
cloakrooms are not secure areas and, sadly, there 
is always the possibility of things going missing 
from bags.  If they are not brought to school there 
is no chance of this happening!  Your help would 
be appreciated. 

For Sale 
 
Child’s violin (half size) for sale.  Good condition.  
Suitable for beginner.  $50.00.  Phone Andrea or 
Asia Brownlie on 472 0174 (evenings). 

Gardener Available 
 
If you need a hand getting your property under 
control for the holidays, Jenny is qualified and 
available to do one-off gardening and tidy-up work 
on an hourly basis.  Phone:  973 5737 
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Thank you to the Gold Sponsors of the Thorndon Fair: 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Page 4 



THORNDON SCHOOL NEWSLETTER 
 
Thank you to the Silver sponsors of the Thorndon Fair: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Celeste Blakesley  
Massage Therapist 
021 214 5885 
Celeste.blakesley@nzdf.mil.nz 
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And thank you to supporters of the Thorndon Fair: 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Page 6 
 

THE MOTOR DOCTORS 


