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Environments are not just containers, but are processes that change the content totally. 
Marshall McLuhan 

 
Action List 

    

Have you checked the World Environment Day websites? 
 Have you sent in your school donation?  

    

Do you know about Wacky Hair Day tomorrow?  Have you collected your apples?  

    
       

 

Dear Parents  
 

Kia ora.  Today is World Environment Day and we have some involvement in what is a fairly significant 
event.  A group of children is off to Te Papa this morning with Adele and Susie to help celebrate the 
launch of an exhibition of artworks from an international competition with an environmental theme. We 
are one of only three schools to have been invited to this event which will be attended by the Prime 
Minister and a number of leaders in the international environmental community as well as by media 
representatives from around the world.  The reason for the invitation is the commitment the school has 
made to Environmental education through the Enviro Schools scheme and Theresa Bowen can take a 
lot of the credit for this.  We already have a Bronze award, achieved in a very short time and we are 
working towards a Silver and eventually to a Gold.   At the same time Theresa is taking a number of our 
Envirogroup children to Macalister Park to take part in a planting project as part of an Arbor Day 
celebration linked with World Environment Day.   

Bill Sutton 
Holiday Programme 
Just a reminder that there will be no holiday 
programme running from the school these holidays.  
The YMCA will, however, run a shuttle to take 
children from the school to their premises and return 
them at the end of the day at a cost of $1:00 each 
way. 

 

Parents will need to arrange their own morning and 
afternoon supervision and pick up for this service. 
 

Enrolment forms will be available from the office in 
the next week or so. 

Nutrition 
From the middle of this year schools have been 
required to comply with an amendment to NAG 5 
which promotes healthy food and nutrition for all 
students.  This stipulates that where food and drink 
are sold on the premises only healthy options should 
be available. 
While our lunches are provided by outside 
contractors we are happy that what is provided 
meets these requirements. We continue to promote 
healthy alternatives and to try to get community 
support for this.  We are making progress but there 
are still significant numbers of children who regularly 
arrive at school with lunches that are not as healthy 
as they might be.  Your help is needed.   

Student Led Conferences 
Teachers and children are preparing for their 
Student Led/Three Way Conferences and in the 
next few weeks each of you will receive an 
invitation to meet with the teacher and  your child 
to talk about learning.  

 

These conferences will enable you to examine 
what your children are doing at school, what they 
have learnt, where they are doing well and where 
they need to improve.  The children themselves 
are an integral part of these conferences and, at 
the middle and senior school level, will lead the 
process.   
 

We see these as a really important part of the 
learning process and a very powerful tool for 
ensuring continuing progress. 
 

We really hope to see every parent along for 
these conferences which will take only 20 or 30 
minutes out of your afternoon. Some children 
have already said that they think their parents will 
be too busy and this is very sad as it sends a 
message to children that what they are doing is 
not valued.   

 

If the original appointment time does not suit 
please get in touch with the teacher to arrange an 
alternative. 
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Term 2 Calendar  
As the term develops we are adding activities to the 
calendar.  New items are written in red. 
 

Jun 5 Storylines performance at school 
Jun 5 Group to Te Papa for World Environment 

Day 
Jun 5 Envirogroup to Macalister Park for Arbor 

Day. 
Jun 6 Wacky Hair Day. 
Jun 10 Wellington Girls College – School in Action 

– Open Day 
Jun 23 Room 7 to Te Papa 
Jun 24 Onslow College Open Evening– 6:30pm 
Jun 24 Athena Montessori Open Morning 
Jun 25 Class Act Opera at school 
  
Jul 1 Wellington High School Open Evening 
Jul 4 Term Ends – 3:00pm  

Lost Phone 
One of our children has lost a cell phone and it 
seems to have been collected from the phone tray in 
the office at the end of the day late last week.  
The phone is a black flip-top Sanyo with a camera 
and we are very much hoping that it has simply been 
picked up in error and not taken deliberately. 
Could parents please check this for us?  I imagine 
the contacts list and photos would be an easy way of 
telling if it is the right phone. 
Apples 
The last delivery of apples has been made and the 
bags are ready for collection now. 
 

I am interested in knowing how useful parents have 
found this service and how likely they would be to 
buy apples again in the new season if they were 
offered. 
 

Please send in a note or an email to let us know. 

Karori Wild Life Sanctuary 
 
As part of the Inquiry Unit on Birds that the whole 
school is engaged in at the moment all classes 
have visited the Karori Sanctuary.   Some 
contributions from children related to this are 
below.  You will see that not only have they 
identified some things that they have learned, 
they have also formulated some questions as a 
result of what they have seen and heard, and 
this is very much a part of the Inquiry Process, 
and the children will go on to try to find the 
answers to these and other questions. 
 
Two things I learned at the Karori Wildlife 
Sanctuary: 

 

1: I learned that mice eat birds and are great 
harm to them. 

 

2: I learned that a girl kiwi has a low pitched 
voice and a male kiwi has a high pitched voice. 

 

One question I have is: 

 

Why is a tui so lazy at making a nest? 

 

By Rashmi - Room 1 
 

       
 

Two things I learned at the Karori Wildlife 
Sanctuary:  

 

1 How the kereru builds its nest. 

 

2 What a fantails nest looks like. 
 
One question I have is: 

 

Why do birds build different nests? 

 

By Ana – Room 1 
 

Health Curriculum Consultation 
As of today we have had a 25% response which is, I 
am told, a very good rate of return.  We have 
gathered some good information which will help us 
develop programmes further. 
With 63% of returns having come from the junior 
school compared with 15%  from the middle school 
and 22% from the senior school we have better 
information about the preferences and beliefs of 
parents of children in years 1 -4 than we have from 
the rest of the school.  

 

We will put a report and a breakdown in next week’s 
newsletter.  This may prompt a few more responses 
and we will be happy to get these. 
 

Wacky Hair Day 
It is rather late notice I know but the Young 
Leaders Group has organised a Wacky Hair Day 
tomorrow to raise awareness for Autism.  Gold 
coin donation and prizes for the wackiest hair.  

 
 

Page 2 



 

THORNDON SCHOOL NEWSLETTER  
 

 
 

Thursday 5 June  
 

World Environment Day is about raising awareness and promoting action on national and global 
environmental issues. 
 

Our Envirogroup is going to plant native trees at Macalister Park on Thursday 5 June.  Another 
group of students is going to Te Papa to hear Helen Clark officially open World Environment 
Day. 
 

There are two main websites you can look at to find out more about World Environment Day.  If 
you look at the government’s website for sustainability there is a lot of information on there and 
one thing we think is really good to do is the ‘next step plan.’  Click on the footprint to begin. 
 

http://www.sustainability.govt.nz/ 
 
The other good website is the official website for World Environment Day.  On that website you 
can find what our school and other schools are doing on W.E.D.  Our Envirogroup made our 
pledge last Thursday and on June 5 you can click on the website and find our pledge and find 
out what other schools are doing. 
 
http://efs.tki.org.nz/wed 
 
By Angela Singh 

Matariki 
 
On Tuesday 3 June the Kapa Haka group went 
to the Department of Internal Affairs!  We 
performed in the cafeteria as part of their week 
long celebration for Matariki.  We felt a little shy 
during the first song but after that we were 
not.     
 
After we performed we got a free lunch of fish, 
sausages, bread, chips and lots of fruit with 
juice as well.  The food was very nice and it felt 
great to perform to a group of adults. 
 

By Olivia Yeo – Room 2  
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