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Ahakoa iti, he pounamu
Although it is small, it is of greenstone

Action List

Have you sent in your email address for the newsletter?

[ ] Have you collected your apples?

Have you paid your activity fee? [ ] Have you paid your school donation?

(O[]

Have you ordered Apples? |:| Have you ordered an Entertainment Book?

Dear Parents

Kia ora,

We are in the second to last week of the term already and with only 9 weeks in Term 2 we will be hitting
the ground running when we come back!

There have been a lot of external activities this term with sports tournaments and competitions, the
festival and the senior camp. This has been the subject of a good deal of discussion both here and in
other schools. The general consensus seems to be that we need to take a lot of these activities out of
Term 1 as this is the time when teachers are establishing routines, schools are busy with assessment
tasks and the shape of the year is established.

There seem to be more and more things external to the school which impact on the timetable while they
all have a value it might be time for some sort of rationalisation. We have always tried to take advantage
of experiences available to our children and to provide them with a balance in terms of sport and cultural
activities but this term we have begun to feel somewhat overwhelmed. Next term should be less frantic
in terms of these activities and we will be taking a more selective approach.

Many of you will have heard that one of our senior pupils, Seb Black, had a mountain bike accident
during the weekend and is in Wellington Hospital with serious head injuries. While Seb seems to be
making good progress and is eating and talking he is still in a great deal of pain and confusion and his
recovery is likely to be a long process. Being a parent is often difficult but | think that a serious injury or
serious illness to your child must be among the most difficult things parents have to deal with. | am sure
that you will all join us in sending your best wishes to Joanne and Grant and of course to Seb. We all
wish him a speedy recovery and look forward to his return to school.

After School Care

The charges for April will be smaller than usual
because the term finishes on the 18™.

A number of people already have credit balances
because of automatic payments and if these are
continued through the holidays that credit balance
will increase.

If you have an automatic payment to the school for
ASC can you please stop it or reduce it during the
holidays.

Stewart RoyalesMarching Club

We will soon be entering our 4" season as a club
and we are looking for new members interested in
marching.

Marching gives participants a chance to develop a
strong sense of team spirit and self discipline. It
heightens the powers of concentration and
physical fithess. Marching also encourages good
deportment and grooming. Being a member of a
marching team means fun, travel and hard work,
but most of all it means new friend, new places and
new interests.

Our club currently caters for members aged 6 — 13
years.

For more information call Robyn on 478 2682 or
027 2720262
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Term 1 Calendar

Apr 11 Kids Literature Quiz

Apr 15 Young Leaders’ Day

Apr 16 School Cross Country — Botanic Gardens
Apr 18 Term ends — 3:00pm

Apr 22 BoT Meeting

Term 2 Calendar (a very preliminary calendar)

May 5 Term Begins

May 5 ERO visit begins

May 20 Central Zone Cross Country

Jun 5 Storylines performance at school
Jun 16 Queen’s Birthday — school closed
Jul 4 Term Ends — 3:00pm

Apples

We have a few bags of apples in the office waiting
collection and there will be another delivery next
week and then there will be a two week break for
the holidays.

Don't forget that you can still put in an order even
though deliveries have already started.

Holiday Programme

We have confirmed with the YMCA the
arrangements for them to run a holiday programme
to operate from the school hall during the April
break and forms are available from the office.

Remember that all payments are to be made to the
YMCA and not to the school. We are simply
providing the venue and the personnel.

Entertainment Books

WE have sold about 130 books so far with one
parent having sold 26 to friends, family and work
mates. A fantastic effort!

While we are still well short of our target of 240 we
are inching towards the 180 we sold last year and
this makes it a fund raising effort that is well worth
while.

Thorndon boxes well above its weight when it
comes to selling these books and on a per capita
basis we are one of the most successful sellers in
the Wellington area.

We still have books available if anyone wants
more, and we can provide posters for people to put
up on work notice boards.

Successes

As | have already mentioned, four of the children in
our Sports Squad spoke at the Wellington
Wairarapa Primary Principals’ Conference last
week and were most impressive.

They spoke extremely well and what they had to
say about the programme generated a good deal
of interest from other schools.

Congratulations to Lilliana Wiles, Tailah Love, Alex
Bremner and Lydia Whiting.

Kapa Haka

Most of you will be aware, | hope, that each Friday
afternoon Whaea Kat takes kapahaka groups
involving children from across the school.

We would like to get a male teacher in to help Kat
with these groups on a Friday afternoon from 1:30
— 3:00.

If you know of anyone who might be able to help
please ask them to give us a call or send us their
contact details.

Maori Language

Two of our senior boys have been having Te Reo
lessons after school twice a week and this is now
happening in a room at school.

There is a possibility that the teacher may be able
to take more into the class and | would like to get
some idea of how much interest there is.

The sessions run for 1.5 hours after school on
Mondays and Thursdays.

There is a charge for these lessons but what this
would be with a larger group has not yet been
resolved.

If you would be interested in your child joining
these classes can you please email me or send an
email to Hela.

Poly Club

Last year we had a group of senior pupils from
Wellington Girls College who came across to take
a Poly Club, and this is an activity we would like to
get going again.

We will talk with Wellington Girls about this but
maybe there is someone out in the community who
could come in and take a group.

Last year this took place on one lunchtime a week
and while we would be happy for this to happen
again the time is negotiable.

Again, if you know anyone who might be able to
help please get them to call us or send us their
contact details.
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Buy Fresh New Zealand Grown Apples
& Buys you 2 months supply of Apples
s& (that’s 8 deliveries of 2kg bags)
Simply pick up from the school each week Pick up day:
Send in your ORDER NOW to get the Seasons best Apples

----- S G T T T PP
CASH CHEQUE
School: Make cheque payable to:
Name RM Email/phone | Qty Total

WWW. auntys.co.nz







