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To know and not to do, is still not to know 
 

Action List 
    

Have you sent in your email address for the newsletter? 
 Have you collected your apples?  

    

Have you paid your activity fee?  Have you paid your school donation?  

    

Have you ordered Apples?  Have you ordered an Entertainment Book?  

       
 

Dear Parents  
 

Kia ora,   
The end of term is approaching at a rapid pace and there are a few things on our mind for the new term.  
Firstly, there are a few unexpected staff changes to manage.   
 

Firstly, Diana Evans, our Assistant Principal, has decided that it is time to retire and she will leave us at 
the end of this term.  Diana has been a member of staff for the past 17 years and during this period she 
has given unstintingly to the school.  She has been an exceptionally loyal staff member who has done a 
sterling job over the years, particularly with some of the more challenging pupils we have had.  In spite of 
her diminutive stature she has always gained the utmost respect, particularly from pupils who have been, 
when they first arrived, less than cooperative.  It is a tribute to Diana that many of these pupils continue 
to stay in touch for many years after they have moved on.  Diana has young grand children and a love of 
travel, both of which I believe she intends to indulge when she retires at the end of term. 
 

Another long term member of staff is also, sadly, moving on at the end of the term.  Nadine Humphrys, 
our accounts manager, has not yet reached the age of retirement but has decided that a change is as 
good as a rest.  Nadine has been an integral part of the whole staff and, together with Hela, has formed 
a formidable and exceptionally efficient front of house team, one which is the envy of a number of other 
principals.  While Nadine’s primary responsibility has been for the management of the school accounts 
she has made a contribution to the school that has gone far beyond financial management, taking part in 
staff-student activities, assisting with classroom activities, organising social events and even, most 
recently, joining the senior school on camp. Nadine has an extremely irreverent sense of humour that we 
are all really going to miss and she helps us all maintain a firm grip on reality!  The office is not going to 
be the same. 
 

Also going is Adele Connor-Wills.  Adele wants to be able to spend more time and energy with her own 
children while they are still of school age.  The decision has not been made easily and it is in many 
ways, an extremely brave decision.  It will not be a complete break however. Tash Jackson, who 
manages our extension and enrichment programme, is leaving shortly to take maternity leave and Adele 
has agreed to take on this part-time role while Tash is on leave.   This makes life much easier for us and 
we are delighted that we are not losing Adele completely.   
 

These are significant changes for the school as it is always hard to replace staff members who have 
been such highly valued and respected members of what is a relatively small and close knit team.  I 
would like to thank all three for all the work they have done for the school over a long period of time.  I 
am sure you will join with us in wishing them all the very best for whatever they choose to do in the 
future.   We hope that they will stay in touch and we look forward to hearing about what they have 
chosen to do when they visit - as we presume they will. 
 

In addition to these changes we also have a visit from ERO to look forward to at the start of the new 
term.  While we are confident that the school is running well, that our children are making good progress 
and that we are catering successfully for a diverse range of needs these visits always create a little extra 
tension.  It will be nice to have it over early in the term. 
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Term 1 Calendar 
Apr 9 Years 4-6 Soccer Tournament 
Apr 9 Milo Cricket game – morning. 
Apr 11 Kids Literature Quiz 
Apr 15 Young Leaders’ Day 
Apr 15 BoT Meeting  
Apr 16 School Cross Country – Botanic Gardens 
Apr 18 Term ends – 3:00pm 

 
Term 2 Calendar (a very preliminary calendar) 

May 5 Term Begins 
May 5  ERO visit begins 
May 20 Central Zone Cross Country 
Jun 5 Storylines performance at school 
Jun 16 Queen’s Birthday – school closed 
Jul 4 Term Ends – 3:00pm  

Apples 
The first lot of apples were delivered yesterday and 
will be here every Wednesday from now on.  Hela 
rang or contacted everyone yesterday but from 
now on should not need to do that.  If you have 
ordered apples they will be here on Wednesday 
mornings for collection some time that day. 
 
While the deliveries have started it is still not too 
late to order. The deliveries will simply stretch out 
another week.  If the season ends then the charge 
will be pro-rated. 
 
Just $35 for 8 2kg bags of fresh, freshly picked, in 
season apples delivered at the rate of 1 bag per 
week. 
 
Proceeds will go towards ICT equipment. 
New Pupils 
We have enrolled one new pupil this week.  She is: 
 

Florence Smith Year 1 Room 1 Harakeke 
 

We welcome Florence and her family to Thorndon 
School and hope that the relationship is mutually 
enjoyable. 

Entertainment Books 
We have orders for 105 books so far which is still 
135 short of the 240 we have targeted.   
 

While the books will be delivered today it does not 
mean that you have missed out if you have not yet 
put in an order.  We will have a stock here so you 
can continue to get books for some time yet.  We 
are still more than happy to have your friends, 
relations and colleagues contact us to order books 
too. 

Pulp Culture! 
Coming home with this newsletter is a flyer about 
the “Armageddon Pulp Culture Expo”  
 
The Armageddon Expo returns to Wellington these 
holidays – April 19th – 20th – at the TSB Bank 
Arena (Wellington Events Centre) 
 
The event includes special activities such as PS3 
and PC Gaming, Pizza Hut pizza eating contest, 
Pillow Fight, Live Wrestling, Trading Card 
tournaments, Laser Tag Arena, Anime screening. 
TV and Movie stars from Lord of the Rings, 
Stargate SG1, Heroes and Babylon 5, an 
incredible Toyworld sale, a Weta Workshop display 
and more. 
 
Tickets available at the door or from Ticketek. 
More details on www.pulpexpo.com  
 

Holiday Programme 
I mentioned in last week’s newsletter that I was 
talking with the YMCA about the possibility of their 
running a holiday programme at the school.  They 
have agreed to do this as long as there are at least 
15 children enrolled. 
 

All indications are that this is not going to be a 
problem so you can assume that there will be a 
holiday programme run from the school hall, 
staffed largely by After School Care workers but 
run under the auspices of the YMCA. 
 

This means that all payments will be made to the 
YMCA – NOT to Thorndon School.  This answers 
at least one of our concerns about running a 
holiday programme from school, that of the 
administrative load it puts on staff.  It doesn’t of 
course have any impact on the other concern we 
have which is that we can have children here for 
50 weeks of the year. 
 
That discussion can be for another time. 
 
Enrolment forms will be available shortly. 

Scrap Paper 
Does anyone have access to any scrap paper for 
the school, particularly for the juniors. 
 
We are really looking for paper, at least A4, not 
card and not glazed (shiny). 
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Successes 
We have a few successes to celebrate and 
acknowledge this week. 
Last weekend the three girls pictured below, Lydia, 
Lillian and Yasmeen, together with their mentor, 
Alistair du Chatenier, competed as a team in the 
triathlon at Scorching Bay.  While I don’t think there 
is an actual placing they performed extremely well 
in an event that involved mostly adult competitors. 
Lillian swam the 250 metres, and was 2nd out of the 
water, Yasmeen cycled the 15km bike leg and 
Lydia ran the 2.5 km final leg.  Well done girls – 
and Mr Du. 

 

SportZone Holiday Football Program  

The SportZone Holiday program gives 7 -12 year 
olds the chance to spend their precious time off from 
school playing football, making friends and learning 
loads of new skills.  Surely this beats hanging around 
at home, annoying your parents and slumping in 
front of the television.  Get active, get involved, get 
SportZone. 

                    Venues:      Sladden  Park, Petone 
                                       Tanera Park, Brooklyn  

                   Dates :        21st – 25th April 
                                      28th April – 2nd May  

                   Cost:          $90 for the week 
                                      $20 for individual sessions 

                    Time:         9.00am – 12.00noon  

The programs are run by highly experienced and 
qualified staff who are dedicated to delivering fun, 
safe and skill based sessions.  Two things are 
certain: 1) you will have fun, and 2) you will improve. 

To register for a program go to 
www.sportzone.org.nz  and click on ‘holiday 
programs’ or phone Drew on 586 6006.  

We also had a large number of children competing 
in the Weetbix Tryathlon as well as some involved 
in an all day martial arts programme.  We are 
delighted to hear about all this physical activity. 

School Fair 
 

Clyde Quay School, 
Elizabeth Street, 

Mt Victoria. 
Saturday, 5 April, 10.30am – 2.30pm 

 
Harley Davidson rides – white elephant & 
treasures – fun & games – horizontal bungy – 
lucky dip – mystery envelopes – silent auction – 
bouncy castle – fairy grotto – cakes – café & hot 
food – L’Affare coffee – books – plants – clothes – 
pinball arcade – and lots more.  
 

Please come. Bring a friend! 
 

Olympic Selection 
We are basking in the reflected glory of Natasha 
Hinds’ selection in the women’s freestyle relay 
team for the Beijing Olympics later this year.  
Natasha and her sister Georgia – herself a very 
talented swimmer – were both pupils at Thorndon 
and each year staff and students compete for the 
Hind Cup in a relay event at the school swimming 
sports. 
 

I am sure that everyone will join the staff in 
congratulating Natasha and in wishing her all the 
very best for the Olympics.  It will give us all an 
added incentive to watch these events. 
 

It is always interesting to hear about what is 
happening to past pupils and I saw in the paper 
yesterday that another ex pupil – Joel Cosgrove – 
is now the president of the Victoria University 
Students’ Association.   

School Banking 
 
Just a reminder that school banking with the 
National Bank is available every Thursday 
morning. 
 
Forms are available from the office. 
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