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Experiences made by others are flowers that nobody picks 
Brazilian Proverb 

 

Action List 
    

Have you sent in your email address for the newsletter? 
 Does your child have an appropriate sunhat?  

    

Have you paid your activity fee?  Have you paid your school donation?  

    

  Have you ordered an Entertainment Book?  

      

Please Note:   The swimming sports have been moved to Thursday 20 March because of staff involvement in Professional 
Development activities earlier in the week. 

    
     

 

Dear Parents  
 

Kia ora,   
The senior school has returned safely from a wonderful camp.  Education Outside The Classroom 
(EOTC) is a long established tradition in the New Zealand education system and has been an integral 
part of Thorndon’s programmes for many years. In its broadest sense it encompasses all activities that 
take pace outside the classroom itself and our location means that the city itself can become an 
extension of the classroom.  In the senior school and in secondary schools Outdoor Education is added 
to the mix with intensive programmes that are more adventure based, and this is what we do with our 
senior school camps.  
It is a huge responsibility for teachers to take a group of children away from their homes for a week and 
to put them into situations that they are not used to and which challenge them physically and 
emotionally.  These camps cannot take place unless staff are willing to accept this responsibility and if 
parents are not prepared to trust their children’s teachers.  There is an enormous amount of planning 
and organisation that must occur if camps are to be successful.  
This was my 25th or 26th school camp and it was one of the most enjoyable and successful.  Not 
because the activities were particularly unusual or ambitious but because the staff provided an 
environment that was relaxed, safe and at the same time sufficiently challenging for the children to feel 
that they had really accomplished something.  The children we took also played a significant part in the 
success of this particular camp.  The start was not particularly auspicious with an uncomfortable crossing 
of Cook Strait.  With a different group of children and a different group of teachers and parents this could 
have set a negative tone for the rest of the week. That it did not is a tribute to the positive relationships 
that already exist in the three classes.  There was hardly a cross word spoken in the whole week.  
Rebecca Brown, Jay Smith and Jane Stocker are to be congratulated for the professionalism they 
demonstrated in organising and running this camp. 
Teachers and children are two parts of the triangle that camps are built on and the parents who give up 
their time to help are the third side of this triangle. While all the adults assisted with all activities they all 
took on particular responsibilities.  Kiri Parata and Andrea Brownlie provided great meals from a very 
primitive kitchen, Lynne Bremner and Nadine Humphrys looked after an astonishingly wide range of 
medical needs and Trevor Just provided the physical presence and oversight to ensure that everything 
ran smoothly, and I would like to thank them for giving us their time. 
This was a thoroughly enjoyable and worthwhile exercise and I am sure that all the children who 
attended will have gained from the experience. 
  

Bill Sutton 
    

 

Page 1 
 



THORNDON SCHOOL NEWSLETTER  
 

Phone List 
The phone list I mentioned in the last newsletter 
will be coming home with your child today.  Please 
ask for it. 
The purpose of this list is to allow parents to 
contact each other as with such a widely dispersed 
school community many people do not know each 
other. 

Term 1 Calendar 
Mar 20 School swimming sports 
Mar 21 Good Friday – school closed 
Mar 24 Easter Monday – school closed 
Mar 25 Easter Tuesday – school closed 
  
Apr 8 Years 4-6 Soccer Tournament 
Apr 11 Kids Literature Quiz 
Apr 15 Young Leaders’ Day 
Apr 15 BoT Meeting  
Apr 18 Term ends – 3:00pm 
May 5 Term 2 begins  

Entertainment Books 
Orders for these are beginning to come in now.  
Thank you to everyone who has already ordered.  
We would like to get these orders in by the end of 
the week after Easter, Friday March 28, and aim to 
get the books out on April 3. 
It is worth noting however that you will still be able 
to purchase books from the office after that date.  
We can provide posters for anyone who would like 
to put them up at work and we have found that 
work places can be a worthwhile place to sell the 
books. Keep in mind too that if you don’t want to 
buy or sell books we are more than happy to 
accept donations of the $11:00 the school gets 
from the sale of each book. 
 
New Pupils 
We have enrolled four new pupils this week.  They 
are: 
 

Graeme Barron Y1 Room 8 Harakeke 
Robert De Raadt Y1 Room 8 Harakeke 
Caithi Cummings Y1 Room 8 Harakeke 

 
Pedro Massignani Pereira Y7 Room 5 Koromiko 

Pedro has just returned from Brazil and arrived just 
a week too late to be able to join us on camp which 
is a shame. 
 
I would like to welcome all four children and their 
families to Thorndon School.  We hope that they 
enjoy a successful few years with us. 

Apples 
There is an order form attached to this newsletter 
for fresh apples. 
For $35 you can order 8 2kg bags of freshly picked 
apples, one bag to be delivered each week for 
eight school weeks from the beginning of April. 
The apples will be picked in Greytown on a 
Tuesday and delivered to school on Wednesdays.  
These are medium sized export quality apples – 
perfect for children – and the variety provided will 
change according to what is ripe as the season 
develops. 
The school benefits while you are able to buy fruit 
for your children’s lunches at a very reasonable 
cost. 
We have a specific purpose for this particular 
fundraising activity.  We have a small computer 
room with half a dozen computers in it which 
middle and senior school children can use for 
research and for other class related activities.  This 
room is where our Mzilla group puts together the 
magazine later in the year. 
Unfortunately the computers we have available are 
no longer capable of accessing the internet and 
using an operating system common to the rest of 
the school so we need to replace them. 
We see this as a reasonably painless method of 
raising at least some of the money and we hope to 
get orders for 100 bags each week.  The money 
you normally pay to a supermarket might just as 
well go to the school 
The first delivery of apples will take place in the 
week beginning March 31, and I emphasise that 
these are fresh; they are not cool store apples. 
If you would like to sample these you can come 
into the office in the next day or so and take one 
from the bowl on the counter. 

Hockey 
Northern United Junior Hockey Club. 

Children’s Hockey 2008 
Registration for all junior grades will take place 

upstairs at McDonalds, Johnsonville 
Saturday 15 March – 3:00pm – 5:00pm 
Sunday 16 March – 1:00pm – 3:00pm 

 
Contact Gavin on 972 3609 
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Sports Squad   
Firstly a correction and an apology.  Last week I 
said that Harrison Clark had been selected as a 
member of our Sports Squad.  It was not Harrison 
at all, though I imagine he would have been 
delighted to be part of the group.  My apologies to 
Jackson Clark, Harrison’s older brother and the 
real member of the squad.  Harrison’s time will 
come! 
 
Other schools are quite envious of this initiative 
and we have been invited to send a group from the 
squad to speak to the Wellington Wairarapa 
Primary Principals’ Association Conference early in 
March.  We have not yet selected the four children 
who will speak but I am confident that they will 
acquit themselves very well in what will be a fairly 
daunting environment, speaking to 200 or more 
school principals and senior managers. 
 
Milo Cricket Competition 
Our team won their first game a couple of weeks 
ago and enjoyed further success earlier this week.  
A report from one of the team follows. 
 
On Tuesday the 12th of March the Thorndon 
School cricket team went to Ben Burn Park to play 
St Teresa’s School.  It was tough conditions for 
cricket but our boys struggled through the wind to 
put up a good fight and beat St Teresa’s by 26 
runs.  We batted first and got 127-4 with top scores 
by Alex – 34, and Jack – 32.  Then St Teresa’s 
batted next and only managed 101-8 in their 20 
overs.  Jack starred with the ball with 5-8 off 3 
overs.  Tailah and Logan also got 2 wickets each. 
 
By:  Zach Boyle 

Active Schools 
On Sunday 2nd March a number of our children 
participated in “The Gutbuster” in Karori, and a 
photo of this group appears below. 
 

 
 
This weekend sees the annual Kiwitri event and 
Brittany Antipas, Anna Caudwell and Jackson 
Clark are participating in the individual events while 
Waylon Shadlock, Tymesha Cousins and Isobel 
Bassett are taking part in a team event. 
There is a great deal of attention paid to physical 
activity at the moment and schools are being 
encouraged to become “Active Schools”.  You will 
hear more about the “Active Schools” concept 
through the year as it is an idea which promotes 
partnership between the school and its community.  
I believe we are well on the way to being a 
successful “Active School” and many of our 
children have already participated in weekend 
events and activities both as part of school groups 
and as part of family groups, which is exactly the 
aim of the programme.  While we started with 
some advantages with many children and their 
families already heavily involved in sport and other 
physical activity on a regular basis we will continue 
to work to develop this further. 

Rippa Rugby – More Success 
On Tuesday the 4th of March our team went to Ian 
Galloway park. It was a Year 5 and Year 6 team. 
There were 10 people on the team. 
 
Our team played four games. We won three 
and drew one – that was against Hataitai School.   
 
It was good being there. It was great because we 
didn’t win any games last year and this year we 
drew first place with Hataitai School. 
 
By:  Taylor Mauriohooho  
 
 

Swimming Sports 
Our swimming sports were due to be held on 
March 19 but because we have a number of staff 
absent at various professional development 
activities we have been forced to change them to 
Thursday 20 March. 
As we do each year, staff and pupils will be 
competing in a relay event for the Hind Cup  and 
parents are invited to put a team into this event 
also.  It is just a matter of turning up with your togs 
and things will be arranged on the day. 
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Chess 
The 2008 Wellington Junior Chess Championship is 
to be held on Sunday 22 March at the Wellington 
Bridge Club rooms in Tinakori Road between 1:00 
and 6:00pm. 
The championship is open to anyone 13 years of age 
or under who does not have a Chess Federation 
performance rating. 
There is an entry fee of $15:00 and games last for 20 
minutes. 
 
Fruit juice and biscuits will be available for the 
players with tea and coffee for adults. 
 
The competition will be run by the Wellington Chess 
Club. 
 
Entries can be emailed to Alan Aldridge at 
Alan_Aldridge@paradise.net.nz or posted to 
Wellington Chess Club 
c/- 71 Dress Circle  
Newlands 
Wellington. 
 
Phone 567 6592 (day)  
           971 4874 (evenings) 
 
Entries should be received by March 20. 
 
 
We have some very good chess players at school 
and I hope that some of them are able to take 
advantage of this opportunity to test themselves. 

After School Care 
Most of you whose children go to After School 
Care will be aware by now that Moses Ariama 
has left to concentrate` on his own After School 
Care business.  I am grateful that Jude and Alice 
have stepped into the breach. 
 
 
 
Barbecue 
Parents are invited to join the ASC team and 
children for a welcome back barbecue on Friday 
14 March. 
There are many new children this year and the 
team would love to be able to get to know the 
parents. 
 
The barbecue will kick off at 4:30pm. There will 
be activities like races and a tug of war for 
parents to play with their kids. 
 
 
 
Have your details changed? 
TASC is updating its enrolment system and if 
your details – address, phone numbers etc – 
have changed since you filled out the form 
please come and see Alice or Jude and they will 
give you a new form to fill out. 
 
Thank you 
 
The TASC Team 
 

              
The victorious Milo Cricket team               Nathan about to score a try                       Some tactical jostling? 

  Request from the Junior School  
  

The Junior school are studying “Flight”.  We are going to be making kites and would appreciate your help 
by collecting the following items, and sending them to school. 

- The plastic rings from milk bottles. 
- Strong polythene plastic bags. 
- Thin garden stakes (plastic or bamboo). 
- String. 
- Packaging tape. 
- Crepe paper. 
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