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Summer…..has set in with its usual severity. 
Charles Lamb 

 

Action List 
    

Have you sent in your email address for the newsletter? 
 Do you know your child’s swimming day?  

    

Do you want to be on the phone list?  Does your child have an appropriate sunhat?  

    

Have you paid your activity fee?  Have you paid your school donation?  

      

    

    
     

 

Dear Parents  
 

Kia ora,   
 
The term has started at a breathless pace with an impressive drum performance last week, the picnic yesterday, a 
wide range of assessment going on at present, the Milo Cricket competition starting next week, visits to festival 
performances coming up and the seniors on their way to camp  on March 3.  In spite of this running start there is a 
nice relaxed feel to the school and the children seem to have returned in a very positive frame of mind. 
 
I mentioned money last week but I have not yet started putting the fees meter in the newsletter.  Perhaps we will 
begin that next week. 
 
We had our Meet the Teacher evening yesterday and while attendance was not huge there was some useful 
discussion both with everyone in the hall and when teachers moved back to their classrooms. I hope everyone 
found it useful. 
 
  

Bill Sutton 

 

School Picnic 
Yesterday we had a perfect day for the 
school picnic and Khandallah Park was 
a great venue, easy to get to, with plenty 
of room and the opportunity for a 
number of different activities. 

 

 

Drumming 
Last week we hosted a drum 
performance by seventeen year old 
Dylan Elise. 
 
Dylan and his family arrived with an 
impressive drum kit and sound 
system and he entertained the 
whole school for an hour with a 
range of different drumming 
techniques from a variety of cultures 
and musical genre. 
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New Staff 
I would like to welcome Rita Holmquist  who 
started working here as a teacher aide this week. 
Rita has replaced Glenice Roulston, one of our 
special needs teacher aides and brings 
considerable experience with her having done the 
same job at Wadestown School for some years. 

Road Sense 
We constantly talk to children about road safety 
and most of the time they are pretty good.   On 
Monday morning though I had an email from one of 
our parents who saw two Thorndon School 
children running across the road at the bottom of 
Mulgrave St against the lights.   
A bus missed them by centimetres and they were 
apparently very lucky to arrive at school!  We have 
not been able to identify the boys but parents of 
anyone who walks up from the bus depot or the 
train station might want to talk to their children. 
The city council has invested quite a lot of money 
in developing “Safer Routes to School” and there is 
a safe route from the station up to school, allowing 
children to cross the road at controlled crossings.   
Conversely I did hear of one of our younger pupils 
who had a very long wait before she was able to 
cross Murphy St using the crossing outside school.  
Her rule is that she must have a green man and an 
adult before she can cross and unfortunately on 
this occasion adults were notably absent.  The 
habit  is clearly well established, and we can feel 
pretty confident  that she will use a safe route. 

Parent Help 
We have had quite a few offers of assistance.  
Thank you to everyone who has been in touch. 
If you have not, please do not think that it is too 
late.  We will always welcome any offers of 
support, and we are still looking, in particular, for 
someone who might be able to help with waterpolo 
coaching as well as anyone who might be able to 
give some time to help with a Parent Tutoring 
programme in reading.  This is not a difficult job 
and we will give anyone involved some training.    
Please get in touch with Tash Jackson at 
natasha@thorndon.school.nz if you can help with 
waterpolo and your child’s classroom teacher or 
Alistair du Chatenier, our literacy leader at 
alistair@thorndon.school.nz if you are able to help 
with a reading programme. 

Open Day 
 

Saturday 23 February 2008 – 10am to 4pm. 
 

Royal New Zealand Police College. 
 

Police dogs  Bryan & Bobby (TV3) 
Armed Offenders Squad  Forensic Science Techniques 
Electronic Crime Investigation  Police Museum 
Police Pipe Band  Vintage bikes and cars 
ICT  Police Dive Squad  

Rugby 
 

Wellington Football Club 
 

Registrations: Saturday 1 March 
12noon – 2pm 

Thursday 6 March 
5:30pm – 6:30pm 

 

Hataitai Park, Ruahine Street 
 

Enquiries to Gerard Tully, 943 013 

Super 14 
The Hurricanes have their first home game for the 
season – unbelievable that we are playing rugby in 
February – tomorrow evening. 
They have a special offer allowing children under 
14 accompanied by an adult to get in free for this 
game.  One child per adult ticket. 
 
The offer closes at midnight tonight and bookings 
can be made through Ticketmaster at 
www.ticketmaster.co.nz or by phoning 0800 111 
999 

New Pupil 
We have one new pupil to welcome this week. 
She is: 

Hannah Burbury Year 1 Room 8 Harakeke 
We hope that Hannah and her family enjoy their 
association with Thorndon. 

Hockey 
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Phone List 
We neglected to do this last year but for many 
years we provided parents with a list of the names 
and phone numbers for the class their child is in.  
This makes life a little easier for parents whose 
children have made new friends and  want to 
arrange out of school activities. 
At the end of this newsletter is a return slip which 
we ask you to send back if you do not want your 
name and phone number on this list. 
In the absence of a return by the end of next week, 
February 29, we will assume that you are happy for 
your number to appear and will print and distribute 
the lists the following week. 
 

 Term 1 Calendar 
Feb 21 Camp Meeting 
Feb 26 BoT Meeting 
Feb 27 Milo Cricket Competition – senior team. 
Feb 27 Rooms 2,5,7 to Capital E 
Feb 29 Year 5-8 to Festival performance. 
  
Mar 3 Senior School on camp. 
Mar 4 Year 5/6 – Rippa Rugby Tournament 
Mar 6 Year 1-4 to Festival performance. 
Mar 19 School swimming sports 
Mar 21 Good Friday – school closed 
Mar 24 Easter Monday – school closed 
Mar 25 Easter Tuesday – school closed 
  
Apr 8 Years 4-6 Soccer Tournament 
Apr 15 Young Leaders’ Day 
Apr 15 BoT Meeting  
Apr 18 Term ends – 3:00pm 
May 5 Term 2 begins 

 
 

Email Newsletter 
Also at the end of the newsletter is the same return 
slip that was in last week, asking if you want to get 
the newsletter through an emailed link. 
We have had a lot of these slips returned and, all 
being well these links will start being used next 
week, if not today.  Sending the newsletter out this 
way is a huge saving in time and cost so we are 
keen to get as many addresses as we possibly 
can! 
 
Having changed computers I am waiting on a piece 
of software to let me put the newsletter up from my 
desk.  With a little luck it will arrive today and we 
can get this started. 
 
Reminders 
Healthy Eating 
We have had a pretty good response to the notice 
about junk food but it was noticeable that 
yesterday when the picnic made the day a little 
more relaxed than usual, a group of senior children 
arrived with large quantities of sweets and gum.   
We will keep putting out the message here and 
your support in doing the same things at home 
would be supported. 
Named Clothing 
We are already starting to see a little collection of 
lost property build up, and, as I mentioned in last 
week’s newsletter, if clothing is named we can do 
something about it.  Please name items of clothing. 
Sunhats 
We are delighted with the way children have 
responded to the “hat rule” this year.  Almost 
everyone not only has a suitable hat but is also 
wearing it without protest.  Thank you for ensuring 
that they all have hats. 
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  THORNDON SCHOOL NEWSLETTER 
 
Sports Squad 
We have had about 27 applications for the sports 
squad plus a small number of nominations from 
parents. 
We have limited the squad to 12 members to begin 
with but we will review this each term and there is 
always the possibility that others will be added to 
the squad.  There is an equal possibility that 
children who do not perform to the expected 
standard will be dropped while they work to get 
back to the expected standard. 
 
There are going to be some disappointed children 
when we announce the children who have been 
successful but we will be talking to those who have 
missed out to let them know why they have not 
been selected  and to talk with them about what 
they need to do and about other extension and 
enrichment activities.  It is a shame that we are 
unable to take everyone but that would rather 
dilute the intention of forming the squad and lessen 
the motivational impact it provides for our senior 
children. 
 
The list of names will be in the newsletter next 
week. 

ADHD and Dyslexia 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
�
�
����������	
�����������
�
���������
���
�	���������
����
������������� ���
���������	
�����
����������������	�����������

����������������	������������	
��������

���	���	� ������
�	�����	������������������
���	��������	�
��������� ��
��������
�
�����
��������� ��
�
������������������
���	 ��������������
�������������
���� 	��  �������
!
��� ���	�� "#$��%�&'	 ���	����������	
���������

�
�(�)�$*"�$*&#� +++#����#��#��  

Library Books 
A few library books outstanding since last year 
have been returned since last week’s newsletter 
thank you.   
Please keep looking. Having to spend money on 
replacement copies for missing books means we 
are unable to enlarge our collection. 

Like Roller Blading? 
Try Inline Hockey (hockey on roller blades)   
Capital Penguins are having an Open Day on February 
24 between 3pm and 5pm at the Kilbirnie Rec Centre 
(next to pool and library).  Come along and have a look 
or phone Claire Bruin 934 1344 for more information. 

 Phone List 
 
Please DO NOT put my/our phone number on the class phone list. 
 
 
Name 
 
 
Child’s Name                                                                               Room Number 

Email Newsletter 
 
Please put me on the email list for the newsletter. 
 
 
Name                                                                         Child’s Name 
 
 
Email address  
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