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Action List                                  ONLY 9 DAYS TO THE FAIR ONLY 9 DAYS TO THE FAIR  
    

Does your child have a hat at school?  Have you any more items for the fair?  
    

Have you ordered a Christmas Tree?  Have you paid your donation?  

      

Can you give us some time on Sunday for the Fair?    

 
 

Kia Ora 
We are in the final rundown to the fair with just over a 
week to go and there are some messages in this 
newsletter about items that we are still short of.  Please try 
to help by sending in any of the items we have asked for 
over the whole period, and please, if you are not already 
involved, consider volunteering some of your time on 
Sunday 2nd of December. 
 
On a brighter note you should all try to have a look at the 
work that has been done on the pond area where tiles 
produced by children during Art Week have been 
mounted.  They look wonderful and when the pond itself 
gets a clean and a filter which we hope will happen over 
the holidays  they will look even better. 
 

 
            Bill Sutton 

 
 
 
If you were one of the people who came down to school in 
the weekend to have photos taken by Icon Photography 
you will be able to view the photos next Thursday, 29 
November. 
 
They will be on display in the library between 3:00pm and 
5:30pm. 

Fees 
We will leave this thermometer in the newsletter until 
the last week of term in the hope of getting the last 
25% needed to reach our target figure. 
 
 
 
TARGET                                                      $40,500 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
Received to                                                $31,100 
22 November 
 
 
  

Automatic Payments 
A number of parents have set up automatic payments 
for After School Care which is an nice easy way to 
make sure that payments are up to date and really 
helps us in the office. 
This is just a reminder to you to stop your AP over the 
Christmas break or to reduce the amount to something 
nominal so that we do not end up in the position of 
having lots of credit balances when we arrive back for 
the new term.  It causes all sorts of difficulty with our 
accounts. 

\ 
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Term 4  Calendar  
 

The shrinking calendar is looking quite attractive as we 
start the last four weeks of the term. 
 
 

Nov 24/25 Muka Prints – City Gallery. 
Nov 30 Whole school to David Beckham practice. 
Dec 2 THE FAIR 
Dec 11 BoT meeting. 
Dec 13 Tabloid Sports. 
Dec 18 Year 8 Farewell. 
Dec 20 Term ends – 12:00.  

New Pupils 
We have had two new pupils enrol this week. 
They are : 
Benjamin Johnstone Y0 Room 8 – Harakeke 
Angela Zeng Y0 Room 8 - Harakeke 

 
We would like to welcome both children and their 
families to the school community and look forward to 
working with them. 
 

After School and Extra-Curricular Activities 
From time to time we promote, through the 
newsletter, after school and extra-curricular 
activities.   Some of these take place at the school 
and others are run elsewhere. 
At present there are Chinese classes being taken 
after school using a room we provide, and we have 
recently advertised the possibility of After School 
classes in French, Spanish and Hindi. 
 
A conversation I had recently has alerted me to the 
fact that because these are offered through the 
school newsletter parents may believe that they are 
in some way a school activity and that we monitor 
and assess the quality of what is offered.  This is 
not the case, and while we will have checked that 
they are bona fide activities and that the people 
running them are genuine and have experience, our 
involvement stops there.  There is usually a 
commercial aspect to this and the school will 
receive a rental or a donation in exchange for the 
use of our facilities, but we do not assess the 
programmes. 
 
If parents are concerned about the quality of the 
activities they should in the first instance approach 
whoever is organizing and providing the 
programme.  Having said that, it would be very 
useful for us to know about these concerns so that 
they can be addressed when we are discussing 
whether the programme will continue to take place 
in the school. 
 
In the same vein, we have no control over activities 
such as the YMCA holiday programmes and any 
concerns about any aspect of these should be 
taken up with the providers.    

Holiday Programme 
As I mentioned last week, a holiday programme will 
be available at school from Monday January 7 until 
Friday 25 January, a three week block. 
 

As always, places will be limited and we have an 
upper limit of 30 children and, in order for it to viable 
we will need a minimum of 16 children to be enrolled 
each day. Enrolments will be treated on a first come, 
first paid, first served basis, and places must be paid 
for before the end of term.   
 

We would prefer it if payment was made by cheque 
as this money will appear in next year’s accounts.  
Cheques will not be banked until after January 1st.   
 

Enrolment forms are available from the office.. 
The Phoenix, The Galaxy and David Beckham 
In the calendar this week you will see that on Friday 
30 November the whole school is booked to go to 
the Westpac Stadium to watch David Beckham and 
The LA Galaxy practice ahead of their game against 
the Phoenix on Saturday 1 December.  
 
The city council has made seats available for 
schools and we are in such a good position to do 
this that it seemed mad not to take advantage of the 
offer.  Some of the younger children may not be 
fully aware of who he is but for most of the school 
the excitement level at the prospect of seeing 
someone like Beckham will be huge.  We just hope 
the weather will be fine.  The session is on between 
11:00 and 1:00 and children will take their lunches 
down to the stadium. 

Muka Prints 
 
Don’t forget that the Muka Prints exhibition is on at the 
City Gallery on Saturday 24 November and Sunday 
25 of November between 10:00am and 5:00pm 
 
Children between the ages of 5 and 18 may select 
original lithographs of contemporary art from a 
collection of 40 by 20 prominent artists from New 
Zealand, Australia and Europe. 
 
Unframed prints sell for $55:00 and this is a fantastic 
opportunity for children to begin an art collection 
which will appreciate over the years. 
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Teacher Appointment  
As you know, Melanie Stinka is leaving at the end of 
the term, moving to be with her partner who is 
studying in Christchurch.   
 
We have been interviewing for a replacement over 
the past couple of weeks and we were fortunate in 
having a strong pool of applicants.  We have 
appointed Jane Stocker, an experienced New 
Zealand teacher who has been living and working in 
London for the past 6 or 7 years.  Jane has 
particular strengths in the areas of ICT and the Arts 
and we look forward to meeting her and working 
with her in the new year when she arrives back in 
New Zealand.  I am sure she will prove to be an able 
replacement for Melanie.   
 
We are now in the comfortable position of having 
almost all our staffing confirmed for next year, with 
one part-time position left to be confirmed.  This 
allows us to move into some detailed planning for 
2008, a process that will start in earnest this 
Saturday when the staff will spend the day reviewing 
this year and looking ahead to next. 

 Staff Changes 
There will be a number of staff changes over the 
next week and one for the start of next year. 
 
On Tuesday Glenice Roulston, one of our teacher 
aides, will be leaving us to move to Dunedin with her 
family. Glenice has been with us for five years – a 
long time for a teacher aide, and has worked 
particularly closely with special needs children, 
particularly with autistic children.  More recently she 
has been working with children for whom English is a 
second language.  Glenice had worked as a teacher 
aide in Dunedin before she came to Thorndon and 
brought a good deal of experience with her.  She has 
gained a huge amount of knowledge since then 
particularly in the management and implementation 
of programmes for autistic children and her presence 
and assistance in the classroom has been an 
invaluable resource.  She will be very much missed 
and we wish her all the very best for her return to 
Dunedin and hope to stay in touch. 
 
Good teacher aides are a scarce and invaluable 
resource to a school and we have been fortunate to 
have a very good team of them led by Glenice. 
 
Also leaving is Brenda Schnapauff who finishes on 
Friday.  Brenda is a German student who is out here 
on a GAP year and has been working in the school 
as a volunteer.  In spite of a lack of experience in the 
classroom when she first arrived she has proved to 
be a quick study and has provided valuable 
assistance, particularly in Rooms 9 and 10.  Brenda 
has decided that she would be foolish to limit herself 
to Wellington while she is out here and has decided 
that the sun and surf of Tauranga and The Mount 
are more attractive propositions for the summer.  We 
all have some sympathy with that point of view.  I 
know that Brenda has enjoyed her time in Wellington 
and we are sure that she will enjoy Tauranga just as 
much. 
 
With staff leaving there are obviously staff arriving 
and we would like to welcome Penny Bagott who 
will take Glenice’s place. Penny is a qualified 
teacher from Scotland who has moved out here with 
her husband and her appointment means we have 
been able to make a very smooth transition. 
 
Regina Singh, another Teacher Aide has reduced 
her hours as she has a new job with the Ministry 
and she will finish work early in the new term, giving 
us some time to find a replacement. 
 

BP Technology Challenge 
 
On Tuesday twelve people from our school went to 
the BP Technology Challenge. Four Year 3/4 pupils, 
four Year 5/6 children and four from Year 7/8 went 
to Karori for the Challenge. We didn’t win any prizes 
but everyone who went got a free BP Challenge 
pen.  
 
The Year 3/4s’ challenge was to design a shelter 
that was water proof and could stay standing in 
medium wind. They had 40 sheets of newspaper, 1 
plastic bag, 1 roll of tape and scissors. They had 30 
minutes. 
The challenge for Year 5/6 was to build a water 
tower that could hold 1.5 litres of water. We had 40 
sheets of newspaper, 1 roll of tape, and scissors. 
We had 25 minutes to do this. 
The Year 7/8 group had to build a bridge using 40 
sheets of newspaper, string, scissors and tape. 
They had 25 minutes. 
 
It was really cool and everyone had fun. 

Anna Caudwell  
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Xmas Trees 
There is still time to order a Christmas tree though it 
is not looking hopeful.  

 

We are still an awfully long way from the 150 orders 
we need in spite of letter box drops and other 
efforts to spread the message. 

Language Learning 
Last week I put an item about learning languages in 
the newsletter and I have left the return slip in this 
week’s newsletter.   
Please return it as soon as possible if you are 
interested in taking advantage of any of these 
opportunities. 

Thorndon Fair Focus 
Time is no longer ticking by, it is rushing 

 

STUFF!  We desperately need more STUFF!  
 

Scratch and Win tickets. We are getting a few more tickets coming in but we would 
like to see a lot more to make our Christmas Tree Raffle a real attraction. 
Raffle Baskets.  Your child will have brought home a notice announcing the theme 
for their class’s basket which will be raffled on the quick-fire raffle wheel.  Please 
remember to get your contributions for this in by Thursday of next week.  
 
Books, books, books.  The book stall is one of our major earners and we are still 
well short of the number we usually collect.  Friends, neighbours and colleagues 
should all feel free to dump their old, unwanted, unloved books at school.  
 
We are still short of a few helpers at the fair - another 14 still needed on various 
stalls, at least four marshalls, one to help cleaning up from 3pm. If you have not  
volunteered for anything so far, and are available on the day, please contact Carol 
at thorndonfair@weebadger.com, or on 499-3479. Many thanks to all those who 
have already volunteered, or donated money to fund a student worker. 
Thanks 
Thorndon Fair Committee 

 

email thorndon.fair@paradise.net.nz or  thorndonfair@weebadger.com  or phone 473 8455 
(please leave a message). 
 
Language Learning 
 
I would be interested in my child ________________________________ attending After School Classes 
in: 
 
 
FRENCH                                              SPANISH 
 
 
CHINESE                                               HINDI 
 
 
 
Name___________________________________________________ (please print) 
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THORNDON FAIR SPONSORS 
 

Each year we approach various businesses and agencies for assistance with the fair and so far this year 
these companies have contributed in one way or another.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

�
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THE MOTOR DOCTORS 

THORNDON POOL 

THE SHEPHERDS ARMS 

THORNDON PHARMACY 

THE CELLAR ROOM 

Ugo 
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Thorndon School in conjunction with the Green Christmas Tree Company is offering you 
the opportunity to purchase a freshly cut, high quality Christmas Tree for only $25.00 . 
 
The trees will range in height from 1.8 - 2.2 metres. 
 
Trees can be collected from Thorndon School, 20 Turnbull Street on 10 December . 
 
We are taking orders NOW so please send your payment along with the order form to: 
 

Thorndon School 
20 Turnbull Street 

Thorndon 6011 
Ph:  472 4267 

Or if you are passing by ……. pop in to the office. EFTPOS facilities available but not 
credit card. 
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Your help with this fundraiser is greatly appreciat ed. 
�
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The Swish Dish 
 Juakali 



 


